CHAPTER-1V
4.0 ECONOMIC PICTURE ASREFLECTED IN THE SIX
SELECTED NOVELS

4.1 Introduction:

The Novels of Monoranjan Lahary, Tiren Boro, andtik@dra Swargiary
project the economic picture of the Bodo societyd® literature and novels mostly
highlight the social status of the Bodo peopleotigh this portrayal of the social
picture, the economic conditions are also showpeesvely. The Bodo society’s
living style and economic conditions, the way Bqukople live and try to manage
and develop their economic conditions can be de®ugh these novels.

Monoranjan Lahary’s ‘Kharlung’ and ‘Hainamuli’ haveeen chosen to
present to the reader an economic and social pictuthe Bodo society. The novel
‘Kharlung’ mainly focuses on the living style ofetipeople of Bamunkura village. It
also mentions abut the family of Bistiram from Uglai and the Bodo people’s stay
in Mimang. In the novel, often the culture of cudtiion and farming or dependence
of the Bodo people on agriculture is prominent.n@ns like Ransrem, Lesaram,
Orga Mahajwn and many villagers cultivate crops arantains their family. At the
same time, the novelist has lime lighted the miggahabits of the Bodos. If the
people are not satisfied with the crops that thdyivate in their lands than they go
in search of new fertile land for more productidrcmps in order to gather crops as
per their need and to upgrade their economic camditThe culture of rearing
domestic cattle, keeping maids and servants, ang d&ferent household materials
such as Songrai, Sandri, Ual, Gahetig,in various household works are portrayed in
the novel. Through Lahary's second novel 'Haindpadricultural life of the Bodos,
the tradition of hiring maids and servants, fishingearing livestock, and
maintenance of their daily life are highlighted.rGaram Mahajwn due to his hard
work and determination in cultivation was able stablish them financially while in
the case of Rago, Nani, Bergo staying as maidssandants in the rich families to

sustain themselves was their only source of livalth



123

Tiren Boro’s novels ‘Bigrai arw Dwisrai’ and ‘Dealy’ along with the Bodo
society's economic picture, Bodo language, cultargl its preservation are purely
attached. The Bodo people organised the Bodolandement to preserve their
culture and literature. During the Bodoland movet#re Bodos had to face many
troubles and difficulties. At that time the livebtbhe Bodos were severely affected
along with their economic conditions. Such incideate depicted by the novelist in
the novel ‘Bigrai arw Dwisrai'. The novel also pasts how the farmers could not
cultivate in a proper manner as the domestic cattiee affecte.

The Second novel ‘Deobari’ depicts a vivid pictwk migration that is
shifting from one place to another in search of h&mwd. Deobari’s father Saoriya,
her brother Naodra and Theklo along with his broB@nda sold out their old lands
and migrated to Darrang district from Goalparardist They further changed their
location and went to look for new land in Kokrajtizistrict's Jiajiri and Mwithaguri
villages. They went in search of a new land bec#uwse did not get sufficient crops
as per their need in their old lands.They also ritl get enough meat and fish.
Deobari and Theklo got married to each other apgl there able to settle down as a
successful family with a sufficient economy. Marthers, like Theklo and Deobari
also migrated to Darrang district leaving behineirthold lands. The various
activities of the Bodos in the new land such ascaliure, weaving and craftwork
designs, rearing domestic cattle, the traditiorhioihg maids and servants, etc as
well as developing the economic conditions has ls&emvn here.

Katindra Swargiary’s two novels ‘Sanmwkhangari Lammgy’ and
‘Khwmsinifrai Swranthing, depicts the economic dmncial sources of the Bodos
for livelihood. Through the novel Sanmwkhangari legwng the novelist portrays
the mesmerising rustic village life. The plot oéthovel is based on the Swmligudi
village, the village of Gwmsar and Saikhong andvwitlager's lifestyle. Most of the
people from this village are solely dependent oricatjure for their livelihood.
Along with agricultural activities, weaving and ligncrafts, fishing, domesticating
cattle are depicted in the novel. Some of the ped@m this village particularly
engage themselves in fishing to support their fasils depicted in the novel. In the

novel Khwmsinifrai Swranthing, the novelist baskgahighlights the communal
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conflict between the Bodos and the Muslims alontipwhat the novelist beautifully

describes the lifestyle and the sources of livelthof the Bodos.

4.2. Kharlung:

In the novel Kharlung the economy and financial diban of the Bodo
people can be seen. The village life of the Bodosgividly portrayed in the novel.
The agricultural life of the Bamunkura village i$s@ depicted in the novel.
Agriculture is the backbone of any village; the sawas the case with Bamunkura
village. Fishing, domesticating cattle, hunting,aw@g, and bamboo crafts also
helped in the development of the economy. Everptdaple from rich families and
job holders engaging themselves with cultivation ba seen in the novel. At the
same time to upgrade the agricultural sector, gaech for a new land can be seen
since time immemorial. In the Kharlung novel as Iw#ie cultivation of land,
fishing, migration, people from poor families stayias Maids and Servants can be

seen.

4.2.1. Agriculture:

Agriculture is the main source of income of thedBgeople. Ransrem, Orga
Mahajwn, Lesaram from Bamunkura village are alsweasted with agriculture to
support their families. The novel starts with tloersee of a field where people are
busy working in their paddy fields. It shows howHgbstopped working and left the
paddy field due to his laziness, while some othkagers like Gala, Bergo, were
busy in ploughing their lands.

- QITeeT 3TIPR | Sl 6T | ATS IMSPATT T | SIS Befd IMSASIT HE |
HIA-8Y 31GT 5 3 | BIeT8 GoAus! S| 3o Aok 9 ANIRT 3R glithe! :
3GST IJWT SIHAST, 3@AeT I 5| arepiaAT A AT A MEaA83Ta
ArET MACRT | WISAET IR AT | 3R SASHR 1T §IAT SUAT [THRET IS agT

S |” (Kharlung p-58)
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English rendering: [Sawan season! summer seasoddyPalantation time!
Everyone is busy in plantation. It has also beaming heavily, since few days both
during days and nights. At times it stops rainiwjle it again gets mild at times.
The villager from Sakhwma village has been bustheanpaddy plantation. Some of
the villagers have completed half the portion @npation. While, those who have
less lands have almost completed it.]

With this sentence, the novelist is trying tojpob the agricultural activities
of the Bodos. In the family of Orga Mahajwn, to halut in the cultivation of

paddy there are three servants and two maids. Aékgyin the cultivation of crops

and also in many household works.

“ITTEleTgTel s MG Slsell  ATGTSNAT TSN INATHAT  J3T|”
(Kharlung p-80)

English rendering: [Tomorrow, if we will be late taking the oxen’s in the paddy

field for ploughing the owner will scold.]

This line projects the work associated with theiadiure sector as every
day almost every family of the village had to tdkeir oxen for ploughing in the
fields. It can be said that the Bodos go in seafalew land to upgrade and stabilise
their economic conditions. This novel mentions tGathel leaves his native place
Udalguri and migrates to Lakhimpur.The novel alkoves how Gohel met some
new people in Lakhimpur who also have migrated gewlthis pace. They beilved
that that there would not be any shortage of thing$he new place to live a good
life. The thoughts of Gohel as depicted in the hdvaee been mentioned below:

“37T WA ATeiAsTre BaAT3Tg sfaer nare | & g, As-¢, Ar-ded, -
@i SifAE et | i e g1ex arara FRAATSTT oiER i gedt
TSt Shenfaer | A 3o bz are gaftaeRras smerRat
TUEAE Sl Al 3R 3 GEr Al [AAEE @REE
@ defer miEst J@IS 3 &7-§ WremTret et gral| [Sfee@rasy s
g191t BToTR gT9IR F31aT AT fR&T SeATer MNATURT, T IRY XTAWS -
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1, dE-TWR IR AE-HAT BleaAe AT RS gleon gear Hemiaar g1

(Kharlung P-98)
English rendering: [I heared in the new land theneo shortage, land, paddy-water,
fish-meat, money, etc. The migrated people are ihapping together in the new
land. In the heart of new land like the birds pickiup the grains anyone can pick
up, everything is available. And | have heard thatpoor people who migrate to the
new land become rich later on and can also takeuxh land as they want. Maybe
for that reason, many Bodos dreamt of leaving GaalpKamrup, and Darrang by
selling their houses, utensils, cattle's, etc aeccaming in search of new land.]

After migrating to the new land the Bodo peoplenfsra new village. The
Bodos from Bamunkura village formed their new laasl Seniabamunkura. The
people who had migrated from Bamunkura as a sighesf native land they named
their new village as Seniabamunkura. It has beea years since Gohel's uncle
Aolen had made a farm house in that village whilee of his relatives were still in
the Bhutiapara village. Thopsa, Thibau and Phamrgalvith their children from
Bamunkura village have also migrated in that vélag\olen 59 years old man
blackish complexion with little white beard was arfehe oldest men in the village.
The village was big but has few houses while mbosh® people’s houses were not
properly furnished even. The houses were small t@ndporarily made just to
accommodate for time being without any beetle mat j@ckfruit tree. The village
was surrounded by a forest that includes swamplamat woods, streams, reef,

ditches, etc.

4.2.2 Fishing:

Fishing is also one of the supporters of the eagnof the Bodo people. We
know that Bodos love to reside in the village amear the woods and forests, rivers
and streams, etc. Because they like to collectgatider the gifts of nature such as
green vegetables, herbs, fish, meat, etc for thajirto day livelihood. Many kinds of
vegetables such as Fern, Ontai Bajab, Sibru, eiccallected from the nearby

woods. Likewise, Snails and Crabs are collectednftbe rivers. Gohel's sister
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Phenthep also goes along with her maiden friends$ighing frown and collecting

snail, and teases among them-
- 3Tl I YeiTiel HATT WRETo-1 873 | faatRar gt
- EREATE ol f9ETi? Sierar s |
- OR EEEAdTs, STers MATA AeeRIATA harser SEarensg | AArarr
CERIEECIERICERICAT GRS
- FATons hAAT? S e WY |
- 3T asT ATETS | e AT g7 |
 CIERERIGEECIEG ISR IEIERCR]
- TSeTREn g8 | herdufal AETST AS=A1S a1 Mool SR |

Aqgs S| (Kharlung p-108)

English rendering: [-] am going to get married safter Durga Puja Bibari said.

- With whom Bibari? Jwngkli ask?

- Who would be, with the Son of Anandoram from Jolélage Dekla.

Mwinasi replied. Everyone broke out in laughter.

- What about you Phenthep? Jwngkli ask.

- 1 don't have anyone. Phenthep replied.

- Itis a lie, you have cheated us. Gala is thBiteari said.]

Phenthep blushed in shyness. In this way expredsieig inner thoughts
among themselves they became busy collecting Snails

In the new land as well the Bodo people went fighBecause, the new land
is always cover adjacent to the nearby forestsysivand streams.

4.2.3 Cattle farming:
Cattle farming also help the Bodo people in devielpptheir economic
status. The oxen are used in ploughing the padiiysfiand milk was extracted from

the cows for consumption purpose. At present duth@oadvancement of science
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and technology the use of tractors for ploughing loa seen; but in the olden times,
the oxen were used for ploughing. The families Wwhge huge cowshed or families
with more cows and oxen were considered as richvagadthy. Ransrem also rears
oxen named Khanda and Sena. These two oxen helpmptough and maintain his
agricultural life. One day Lesaram charged thatdRem's oxen had eaten his crops
and injure one of Ransrem's oxen. Ransrem alsdalaeger targeted the house of

Lesaram and said-
- Sl AN grefar A feE! Seeev=e garg o

AT TSSTaaT T ST IRTS ATl THBT ATARNA & hR|”
(Kharlung p-126)

English rendering: [He said sadly to point out Le$euse, whoever has injured the

leg of my oxen, his leg will also be affected bgisease and insects will dwell in it.]

The words of Ransrem’s touch Lesaram’s heart dilspell, but he thought
Ransrem’s words will never affect him. Since Ramsseox was ill he could not
plough his land during the plantation season. Title land that he had was given
for adht (sharecropping) to Karbla.

Ransrem was not financially sound. His daughtemBtep eloped with one
boy but later the boy refused to marry her. Shecemed a child before marriage
and this was considered to be a great impurithéwillage. Meeting in the village
was organised and as per the punishment for theedRs.50 was fined and as an act
of forgiveness they had to perform puja to purifg family and village. At the same
time tea had to be given as a sign of pardon fioenvillagers. As Ransrem did not
have as much money to meet the expenses he weetltone cow and one ox in
Bhouraguri market. After selling the cow and thdl balf he gave the fined money
to the village committee and the remaining was speperforming the Puja and in
giving tea. In this way, the Bodos protect themaficial expenses by Cattle Farming.

In ancient times the Bodos used to cultivate thedps with the rainwater.
But in the present times coping up with the nevemsitiic technology agricultural

! sharecropping
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activities are done through the help of tractord hand pumps can be seen. The
novelist also shows the scarcity of rainwater ire tagricultural activity of

Bamunkura village.

4.2.4. Dahwna arw Ruathi (Servant and maid):

The Bodo people who are not well off financiallytbose who do not have
houses usually do not go to work as labourersdiker communities. They also do
not go to cities in search of petty jobs. They staynaids and servants shifting from
one village to the other. The people who are ricti wealthy or people who have
lots of land take the help of this maid-servanthe cultivation of crops. In the
Kharlung novel, many characters of maids and sésvean be seen. The character
of servant Gala has been highlighted as sub-stotlya novel. He is from Elengbari
village. His parents migrated to Lakhimpur and didd became an orphan and had
no house even. Phenthep’s father being unable yahgdebt made her stay as a
maid in Orga Mahajawn’s house. Since land was @medgaged to Orga Mahajwn
to educate Gohel, her father had no option rathen keeing Phenthep as maid in
his home.Orga Mahajwn had a bad intention for Rtegmtand he wanted to marry
her as his second wife. When Phenthep went fortla ibathe river, while washing
utensils, and while she picked up dry clothes he tossee her lustfully. At night
while sleeping he wanted to rape her mistakenliduek touched his daughter twice.
One day when maid Ongsi went home and his daughget with her mother he
took a chance and tried to rape Phenthep. But alrewly managed to escape after
a lot of struggles. Phenthep escaped from the holu€rga Mahajwn and later she
did not go back to work as a maid in his house. @ame when she along with her
friends went for fishing she was bitten by a snakela saved her by instantly
fetching an expert oja who cured her of danger.

The family of Bistiram from Udalguri village aspigted in this novel is seen
to have kept many maids and servants. It is throogtds and servants that
Mahajwn gets help in the cultivation of crops arideo household activities. One
day when Rangrasi went to sell clothes in the Udalgnarket and got back late in

coming home, Ramu Gunda tried to rape her. Gohetdsder, his two friends
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immediately informed Rangrasi’s father and her datbame along with his five
servants and saved her. This depicts how rich kglslahajwn was , being able to
afford five servants. In his family, some maids wagensils, some clean the
cowshed, some washes clothes and some works kttfhen. While other servants
work in the paddy field or works in the house gardeing their respective works.
The novelist projects the household works and tihe of the maids and servants in

the Bodo society through the characters of maidssanvants.

4.2.5. Handicr aft:

Ransrem meets the demands of his family’s basitabkes such as Songrai,
Sandri, etc by making with his own hands. Ransramb® often seen cutting pieces
of bamboo sticks in his house. Ransrem is a verg-harking farmer and he
wanted his son to take responsibility when he grayps but his dreams were
shattered. When he rebuked his son he was cutangbbo in his house to make
some necessary articles. Gaojeng is Ransrem's Wifien Goajeng's son ran away
she came with tears and heavy heart back to hexehdine sun was already setting
and at that time to Ransrem was cutting bambo#sstigth an old knife.

When the matter of Gala and Phenthep was suppodsel discussed at that
time also hard-working Ransrem was sitting in teeamda busy in cutting bamboo
sticks to make his handicrafts. Ransrem made alh#ttessary items with his own
hands. He is the only male worker in his house lezdt has been five years since
his son had left his house. For that reason abldisge as well old Ransrem fetches
the cows from the grazing fields, plough the figlgéucks the grass from the
vegetable garden, making handicrafts, etc are dgriem. The importance of using

bamboo for household work is shown in this novebtigh these various instances.

4.3 Hainamuli:
Monoranjam Lahary's second novel Hainamuli alséec&d the economic
picture of Bodo society. Gorgaram Mahajwn and othembers of the village live

there as a cultivator and cattle farming they dgvéheir economic condition.
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4.3.1 Agriculture:

Agriculture is the main base or the backbone of #wmnomic
development in the Bodo society. In the novel Haink, most of the family's
reliable source of the financial phenomenon is égture. The plot of the novel is
based on the family of Gorgoram Mahajwn, and halss one of the cultivators.
Along with him Manashi's uncle Hadang, Sanda, Bdliamily, are all
agriculturists. Gorgoram Mahajwn takes the helpnaids and servants in the
cultivation of his land. Gorgoram himself is a véagrd working man, even though
he was a rich man he did not waste away his tinseidely. He guided his maids
and servants in the agricultural activities andyhgned the works positively. He

reminded and guided his maids and servants-

Aol Aifel FAH3T alerer &l g2 dlar| Siiar3, et RAars3| AraRaT gt
f@rsEt” (Hainamuli, P-3

English rendering: [Sensla, keep your flute italeeady late at night. Jwngblao,
Rago, Thibao, till now you did not sleep? Have yorgotten tomorrow's Nangal
Jangkra( festive end of cultivation of paddy)? Yahould wake up before the cock

crows.]
“¥ Sitera, 9T, ¥ fAere| {ERe gre AR g% o’ I” (Hainamuli P-4)

English rendering: [Oi Jwngblao, oi Rago take tkerds and go fast.]

He also does not stay ideally by ordering othersvark. He does something
or the other work and spends his time productivelg to which he was able to
preserve his inherited property and at the same tiauble his income. He plans his
works according to calendar and Ponjika book. Adicayly at the end of the month
Sawan on 31th he planned to stop the cultivatiopaafdy because in the Bhadro
month the paddy doesn't grow well. His plan toieate all the remaining lands that
he has and to stop the cultivation before the aro¥ a new month Bhadroas well as
the celebration of Nangal Jangkra is being progebtethe novelist. Gorgaram has
also been very determined to end his cultivatiomkwalong with his maids and

servants and taking the help of the villagers tls&®ants and the villagers, amongst



132

them seven of them will be ploughing the land. Haplings of paddy will be

uprooted and re-planted by three maids. The plantelude one widow, and two
more maidens from the village. They were altogesirepersons and celebration of
Nangal Jangkra was supposed to be organised. Theraw this way allows the

works of the servants and places them in ordethérBodo society through the help
of agricultural activities, the development of fntéal status can be seen.

The servants Rago, Jwngblao, and Thibao accotdirige orders of their
owner helped in the cultivation. Gorgoram Mahajwithvhis inherited property and
his hard work were able to establish himself finalie hence known as kuber
Mahajwn in the village.

Gorgoram's family is financially well off family buhey also have sorrows
in their lives. Because they do not have sons, loalge daughter. They are in great
sorrow as to whom they will entrust their propeafier he dies. As their daughter
grew up there was always constant argument betweenwo parents. Manasi's
father wants his daughter to married off to somedmg her mother wants her to
keep in their house by bringing a son-in-law whishcalled Gwrjia system.

According to Deostri,

“23NT Iesar ARIE IRToRT @M Aad-sra har o fSat
ﬁmmamww,wwm-mmm, IRI-

IR geelt Ysar & T grafaw! @R 3fed orer 3Ry srafef@ar|” (Hainamuli P-
11)

English rendering: [Deosri want to get gwrjia foaWasi. If Manasi will be married
off than who will look after their property and winll stay at home and if they die
who will take care of their property?]

But Gorgoram has a different opinion as it is theditional law of the
patriarchal society girls are expected to be mdro# to other family due to all
these differences of views they argued with eablerotMany handsome boys have
come to ask Manasi's hands, and are mesmerisedheritbeauty as well as with her
father's property. But due to the condition of Dés£xpectation to stay as her son-
in-law they had to break the marriage proposalpt@ad by the beauty of Manasi
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and her father's property one of their servant Rag® secretly in love with her and
wanted to marry her due to which the happy famflfsorgoram became ocean of
SOrrows.

The character of Sanda from the novel also highdigthe agricultural
phenomenon. With the character of Sanda, the depeedon agriculture of the
Bodo society for their livelihood is very much prioent in the novel. Sanda is also
one of the farmers. He is from the village of Goego Mahajwn, and he envies
Gorgoram Mahajwn a lot. One day when he went tofaskaddy he was not given
as he had not repaid the previous paddy loan whelhad taken that made him
furious. On the other hand, Gorgoram Mahajwn i®gyvich man and that is why
he wanted to take revenge upon him. Sanda is afaand early morning before the
breaking of dawn he goes to work in the paddy fi€e day when Sanda was
untying the oxen's from the cowshed to take fougloing he saw Manasi and Rago;
they were heading towards their house after hasirsgcret meeting. When on the
third day Manasi and Rago were about to elope Were caught by Sanda himself.
Sanda informed the Gaonbura and spread the incidesd as to what actually was
and spoiled the image. One day when he was caltptgiftover paddy in the field,
at that time he spoke to Baten. Baten had recgotiynarried to Manasi. Baten had
no idea about the case of love affair of his wifehiRago. As Sanda wanted to take
revenge with Gorgoram he took the chance and disslall the secrets about
Manasi and Rago. From that day onwards there waéréhof hatred in the married
life of Manasi and Baten. Overall with the portragé the character of Sanda the
activities of collecting the leftover paddy in thield, and ploughing can be traced

vividly.

4.3.2. Dahwna arw Ruathi (Servant and maid):

The people in the Bodo society cannot be considasedch and financially
sound. They belong to the middle-class society modt of the Bodos depend on
agriculture for their livelihood. In the presentngés with the help of education as
most people have developed economically ratheannhot be assumed as to all the

sections of people have become financially soundyways amongst the Bodos



134

who do not have lands to cultivate and housesv® i, these kinds of people
staying as maids and servants can be seen. Toogethadir financial status and to
support their parents and siblings, some familiespktheir sons and daughters as
maids and servants. This picture is best repredemtine novel of Lahary.

In this novel, the maids and servants in the hafisgorgoram Mahajwn are
highlighted. They are Jwngblao, Rogo, and ThibaweylTwork as per the order of
their owner. Early morning they take out the cowd axen, ploughing and different
works are done by them. Early in the morning the@ewwvakes them up and makes
them ready for working in the paddy field. On tley @f Nangal Jangkra as well, as
soon as the owner woke them up they got ready tiwémecessary materials such as
headgear, stick and the oxen. As servant Ragodes staying for four consecutive
years he does not care much about the orders @wher, but Jwnblao and Thibao
obey and are scared of the owner. In spite of megamds and criticism from the side
of the owner, due to their poor economic conditittrey had to stay as maids and
servants in other houses. The love affair of hisgthéer with servant Rago and their
plan for eloping was brought to light with the helpthe servants. When Manasi's
son Rojen was poisoned by Naleb, at that time thi¢ghhelp of the servants he was
able to test the rice which Rojen had eaten byifggitito the cat and dog.

Servant Rago is from Kaoyaimari village. At theder age he had lost his
parents and like an abandoned bird stayed fromhonse to the other as a servant.
Rago fell in love with the Mahajwn’s daughter Mairesd wanted to marry her.

The character of maid Nani is also highlightedhe novel. She is an orphan
and has grown up by staying as a maid. The seRagb had given the medicine
Hainamuli with the help of maid Nani to the Gorgorahajwn's daughter. Nani
had no idea that it was a Hainamuli. Rago had dédcker by saying that it is a
medicine for passing the final examination. Nargre¢ted and felt sorry when the
Hainamuli medicine affected the life of Manasi. the next day, she left Mahajwn's
house. Nani to feed herself and survive had to asag maid and thus she grew old.
Nani mixes the medicine brought from Udli Oja witatel nut and gives it to Rago.

After some moments the medicine works and RagoNask's hand for marriage.
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They got married and lived together. But the Hainlhrmedicine affected Rago

seriously and took a different turn for which hstlais life.

4.3.3. Cattle Farming:

Cattle farming help the Bodos to upgrade theirrfgial status. Most of the
materials which are necessary in the house arenfeahel Such as eatable things,
food, materials necessary in cultivation and plaoma etc are arranged as per the
need in the family. In the same way, the livingntgs which can be kept or
domesticated in the house such as, chickens, pijaaimals are reared. The Bodos
can be seen as domesticating chickens, hens, pigdocks, goose, goats, pigs,
cows and oxen. Generally, the family having mor&c@and oxen's are considered
as rich and wealthy. They also considered asalokldmne of agricultural works and
respected for the same. During the Magh Bihu amigRlb Bihu, Pita Sitao (eatables
made out of rice flour) is offered to the cows, mx@ad they are worshipped too.

In the family of Gorgoram Mahajwn as well as las cows and oxen,
chickens, pigs are seen. During the time of Nadgalgkra as well Deosri killed
their chickens, pig. They invite the villagers aiegéd them. When people visit as
guests in the house, pig, and chickens were kilesbrve the guests with Rice Beer.
Gorgoram Mahajwn to cultivate his lands had reaedugh cows and oxen. The
progress of the economy can be seen in the fanil@argoram with the help of
cattle farming. He is a very hard-working farmeredio which he became a rich
man. He has many pigs and chickens. When a guestscor whenever there is any
festival or program in his house he arranges thalsneith the cattle resources that

are available in his house.

4.3.4. Fishing:

It is well known since the olden times that thedBe love to reside by the
side of the forests, streams, and rivers. If tlug cause for it is examined than it can
be seen that they just love to go for hunting,ifighbeside cultivating lands. The
people from poor families who do not possess thd far cultivation resides near

the forest areas and most of them go for Hunting lishing and thus maintains
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there basic needs. If it is said that only poombpego hunting than it will be a great
mistake. In the novle,it could be seen that, when démbankments are broken or
small partition that is made to take water in tleelgy fields for cultivation are
removed, than many people go for fishing as weltoasollect snails.In the novel
Hainamuli, Lahary did not forget to showcase the ard practice of fishing.

Gogoram Mahajwn's two maids Dabathi and Seoari ¥eeritshing.

4.3.5. Handicraft:

In Monoranjan Lahary's novel Hainamuli, the detsicand materials needed
for the maintenance of different works are made afuthe gift of nature such as
trees, bamboo, jute, etc. by the people themsekede traced. Materials needed in
ploughing yolk, stick are made by the Bodo peoflke family of Gorgoram
Mahajwn is quite wealthy with lots of money. He hHa® cowsheds, two paddy
storerooms, two storey wooden buildings, and sudmgs full of the fruits bearing
trees Mango, Jackfruit, etc. The materials usé&énBodo society and families such
as Songrai, Sandri, Ual, Gahen, Khamphlai, etc progected in the Hainamuli

novel.

4.4 Bigrai arw Dwisrai:

Bigrai arw Dwisrai novel focuses on the economicture of the Bodo
novel. Through the village people of the Sonapwg, can see the Bodo people's
agricultural habits. Servant and maid system, fighhandlooms, cattle farming are

shown in the novel.

4.4.1. Agriculture:

Through the novel Bigrai arw Dwisrai, the econorstatus of the Bodos
during the time of the Bodoland movement can bé&iglr traced. At that time the
Bodos were dominated and their economic statusniecaery weak. The farmers
could not cultivate their lands positively, and otly were their houses burnt but
everything like utensils, paddy, rice, etc were nburThe Bodos depend on

agriculture for their livelihood. The Bodos whil@igg to plough their lands, they
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were encounter by police and military personnel aede beaten up, people being
arrested can be seen. It cannot be denied thttesé things have happened in real
life. At the time the economic status of the Bod@s very weak and upon that they
were disturbed and harassed by the military petsoide novelist has depicted
some disturbances and discrimination that happehdarpaddy field through some
characters. In the starting lines of the novelptigh the words of the novelist it can
be traced out; how much the Bodos were disturbeldhanv they had to struggle to
save their lives and for maintenance of economy.

Since the movement started there has been cornftang in Sonapuri
village. Boys and girls participants in the moveineom many different places and
meetings were also held in that village due to whids village was targeted by the
police. Sonapuri village is near to the nationghlway and the police frequently
visited sometimes unnecessarily. Old man, womaws,bgirls, children, every age
groups peoples were more or less ill-treated. Rewapre picked up without reasons
by the police and beaten up. Above all were forttegay money to save their lives
without committing any crime. There were many peolife this are there in the
Sonapuri village. Due to the need for finance, villagers from Sonapuri village
had to mortgage their lands or give for sharecmgppo the nearby Muslims.

There were five members in Bigrai's family thatludes mother Bingi,
father Baoda, sister Phaodur and brother Sudeny Weee poor family with little
land to cultivate in order to maintain their livinghe illiterate parents of Bigrai sent
him to college and they had many hopes from thair $hinking of the future lives
of their sons in spite of many difficulties theydhdecided to educate them. But in
the sorrowful call of the Bodo bima (Bodo mothee)dould not resist himself. Like
many thousands of young boys and girls who took parthe movement by
sacrificing their interests, Bigrai and Sudem afsticipated in the Bodoland
movement.

Bigrai Kurgur holding the post of secretary o tholunteer's force was listed
in the most wanted category; often the police easitheir village and was disturbed
by the military personnel. Houses were broken, hursable utensils and clothes

were taken away, paddy and rice were taken awagkefs, pigs, and goats were
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also taken away. The farmers were harassed andrbedien they were ploughing
and planting paddy. One day an awful incident tplaice when Bigrai had come to
visit his village from the camp. Sonapuri villagaswot very far from the place the
residing place of Bigrai. It was afternoon time,drsummer season, the Bodo
farmers were still working in the fields. They sedty heard a multitude of
screaming voices of women, man, and children. Sgimgpses of villagers running
away could be seen later everyone was running. Sduelest thing ever is the
mothers having babies were running by taking tlehitdren on their back with
much difficulty. By taking one baby on the backepging utensils on the head and
again taking a child who can walk on the other hand running is a very sorrowful
picture. At that moment nobody had time to looké¢ another, only to protect their
own lives the people were running. There is no timé&ok back. Amidst that, the
sound of gun firing could be heard. By hearing stoeind of Gun firing Bigrai
Kungur became more restless. He called his friesnl$ decided to get proper
information about the actual incident, which ince@ the chaos. Three of them
slowly proceeded towards the road. An aged persom €ame running from the
opposite direction and he was the first persondme running from the village.
With a heavy breath, he told that police have cedehe whole village and entered
the houses and started to run again but was stdppBegrai Kungur Interrupted by

Bigrai Kungur the man stop. Bigrai Kungur went nkisn and asked him-
et GIAT- 31T & IMAGTTAT UTAT| ST GeeraTa gl TaaT UGTANT | o FHTGEA
AT AARORT o 9o gleeiel RSN 3 ool G grgleran
GREATA FTATE | 3T 3] GRETAH 3T AT heTecTlelgara Gieraa fagt
gHATS el AT a| 317aT AT @ AT @reterT ae=rad” (Bigrai

arw Dwisrai P-20)

English rendering [Who are you? The man takingng lbreath answered- 'l stay in
this village. We were ploughing in the paddy fieldd that time the people were
screaming police, police and running while one isf iaids -servants and friends

could not run. When | run a little further and loo#ck, then | saw the police caught
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him and was beating him. And without stopping | arfull speed. After listening to
him they restlessly look towards the village']

From Bigrai Kungur's village, one man related tmlifics Modon
Basumatary; was from political power. He is recsgdi as Deoani. He is a person
who has bad intentions and is considered as ‘Jwléngar’ (one who tarnishes the
good name of a family). In the movement for the dechof the separate state; all
the Bodos were not united. Some bad people be&gkrtde opposition party and
made the situation more chaotic. Modon Deoani & @nthem. One day he visited
Bigrai's family and enquires about him to his fatBaoda. At that time they had
debates and disagreement among them, and he pdothise one day he would

make the police trample Bigrai's house.

“U Sracl, el AdaRist fhar J@™ agry aREr & 3@ G wa
BlearlTe Jerard | fafey thamam #et S w7sT AT o] 31 fofer /vt
BIERYURATET AR | 3T fATRI@rE SR amidsh #ifer diareer Samr gaRia
BId e Aaee | A FAife @t 31 e g deee -

GTATHAT gt AT graT|” (Bigrai arw Dwisrai P-16)

English rendering: [Oi Baoda, sala son of a humgay. People with no any dignity
like you have made me beaten. The fruit of it wdk be good you better know that.
| will not leave until | take revenge. | know thetengs are all planned by your son
Bigrai. Let us see, if tomorrow | will be able tairgy police and destroy your
family”].

The ill-treatment of the two villages Sonapuri aRdpapuri have been
projected intensely in the novel. The enemies tand again have dominated and
controlled the villages, as well as harassed tloplpe They burnt down leftover rice
and paddy which they could not take along. Theagérs how much they can they
took out the paddy from the storeroom. They ar@dryo put out the fire of the half-
burnt houses with water. Everyone is very busyeip.nSome people were trying to
take out the utensils from the burning houses. Ateses, paddy rice, cows and
oxen, clothings, everything was destroyed. An usgd@t and unacceptable incident

has broken out in the Sonapuri village.
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At that time many Bodo villages were disturbedthg police and military
personnel. Sonapuri and Rupapari villages are gaste examples, indeed many
different Bodo villages were dominated and ill-tesh same incidents happen in
other villages as well. Many Bodos were not ableutiivate their lands properly
with the intervention of the police. They could gt to their fields, was not able to
go to the market and sell their products. Suchosdul things are depicted in the
novel.

In the novel many Bodos were harassed, torturedtelm up, and at times
arrested by the police and military personals; avliley were working in the field,
ploughing, and planting paddy. In this way whemgrBi was in jail, he saw two

illiterate persons being arrested without any cris& very sad picture.
WA A S q6 SRIegeidlsT | 3dde 3 Jieoarasr o
st AT T qI& AR TISTAT | FAIT ST A A
fefafer amr aafaare dae srerer| 9fafa Aee a@aar SR SE=r
sforaT SR Sene | [Ifdfe AT Afest Nt TMhrer YR | AQrA 39 §lg]
Peell Petel | SR AT 3TIS 3T gleatlel W@TIET | HaT Wit AT G
A st FErEe el dararr Al gIR gR AR | ST s
foaRt gferasm anfer ratd gfFeet|” (Bigrai arw Dwisrai P-59)
English rendering —[After having lunch all the peowere having rest, suddenly
unexpected things happen and all the eyes fell tnEpur Bodo boys and one old
man aged 65 ,were locked up in the jail.they wereered with only one piece of
cloths as a vest and their whole body was coverigd mud. The old man was
aching with pain, two boys were enduring the paithwnuch difficulty while the
other boy was crying and wiping his tears. And #swerystal clear that they were
beaten and tortured to the fullest by the police.]
Bigrai Kungur went near to them and talked tarthéle enquires about the

condition. They were from Khwirabari village, frothe same village. They were

ploughing the lands. The police control the surchngs of the village and arrested
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them. The old man and the small boys are fathersand They were ploughing the
land together. On that day they were beginningtsot she plantation work but
everything went in vain. There was none at homgldagh their land. The old man
is disheartened at this. By seeing the conditiothefold man everyone felt sad.

4.4.2. Fishing:

During the movement, the daily labourers had acef difficulties. Some
people in the Sonapuri village do not possess lafasy depend on fishing for their
livelihood. They sell the fish in the market andimtain their family. But due to the
disturbance of the police, they could not go fahing and they were left to go
hungry. One day some villagers went fishing byrigkiheir nets in the nearby lake.
After fishing when they were heading back togetberthe way police arrest them.
On the way inside the vehicle, the people weredreaind tortured. They were
screaming and requesting the police to release therwhole way. The news of the
arrest spread all over the places. The people dédial be united and stop them in
the mid-way of the village. The people of Sonapiliage were ready to stop. The
villagers of Sonapuri were disheartened with thhesirof some people as the people
who had been arrested are aged persons as weha@sent. If for a day they did not
go for fishing they had to go hungry. In what casel for what reason they were
arrested is thought worthy. The family members e arrested persons became

restless and disheartened.

4.4.3. Handloom:

The Bodo women are very expert in handloom and wgawv hey like to
live amidst the natural landscape. Then they wethfferent types and colours of
floral designs in the traditional attire Dokhonaddphasra. The indigenous Bodos
are accustomed to the production of clothes froenttinead of Indi is an important
culture. The Bodos make their clothes which areessary for them such as
Dokhona and Phasra, Gamsa for man and differertemimoollen shawls. It is an
act of preserving the rich cultural tradition oétBodos as well as it also helps in the

development of the economy. Dwisrai is also one wbspects and loves her
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culture. Due to the changing times, many Bodo didge adorned themselves with
different attire of other tribes, but Dwisrai didtrwear those clothes. When she was
studying in college, she wore the Dokhona which wesle by her. In the olden
times when the girls did not know handloom and vmgyvit was very difficult in
getting marriage proposals.

AT -3 A ARG WioRee)- [ e 48 e e stemmEr
MG ST [STYTAT SATTAT AWNH FATFAARATT | ST TSI ATHIHAST STTT
A AT BEN WREET Sffe & g dseten & fAerat @St
AT | HISETT Sl o[t IMRT HEelTshr glarfaiel marer 3r1” (Bigrai

arw Dwisrai P-6)
English rendering: (The father of the nation, MatmaiGandhi visited Assam, stayed

in Tezpur and experiences the beautiful scene asdritbes as- 'the girl who does
not know to weave get married with much difficultyrfhe words are really

differentiating. The Bodo girls are experts in dré of weaving. If anyone does not
know to weave she is not even considered. On ther dtand, those who know to
weave; there is no shortage of boys for them.)

Dwisrai is one who loves the nation. The thoughtthe development of the
nation and society ignited in her heart since shs & small child. After pursuing
education and becoming an educated person hefdoviee nation and society grew
stronger. When she gets chance to showcase herecghe feels very proud of
herself. When she goes to college or other plabes aglorns herself with the
Dohkona made by her beauty. When someone crititize$or wearing a Dokhona
she does not care. She is fair, slim, medium heggtt by seeing her physical
feature anyone could recognise her to be a Bodlo gir

The Bodo woman adorns the persons who go for lat fig war with an
Aronai as a sign of encouragement to win the hablegisrai is also busy weaving
an Aronai. Two Aronai fell in her share. Two Arorsdie has to weave and give. By
wearing that Aronai some Bodo youths will go forfight or a war. The Bodo

woman will make the Bodo youths wear in the mid-teamake them win. Like the



143

tradition of the forefathers, the new Bodo generais also preserving the tradition.
The Bodos are the descendants of warriors.

The Aronai has to be woven in one night. Theyncanalk while weaving.
Who knows who will get a chance to wear the Aramaide by Dwisrai. Who will
tie that Aronai on the waist and go for the warmight be possible that the person
whom she loves might wear and go for the war.

Dwisrai and some girls from the village made Bigrad his friends wear
the Aronai; as they get ready to fight back theigeolmilitary personals and the

Muslims as they were ill-treated extremely as a sagprotect them from danger.
At et gTagraTg AT+ HERET | Y Bl gRATeLeT FoATpR anfaat ¥a@r
GrelHaMet | o & IRASIHT Afar Siz3@Et X@ify glant| eragrara =t o o7

IRTEAANT | RICIGTATGATATA ATARN S G b haTalA |7 (Bigrai  arw

Dwisrai P-110)

English rendering: [Dwisrai immediately took outetironai and said, Brother
Bigrai, you are a youth. Today you are ready feraa. You will defeat the enemies
and protect the Sonapur village with pride. Thigoweai will protect your life from
danger. You will get more energy than as usual, witidwin the battle and reach
back home safely.]

By saying so, Dwisrai tied the Aronai Phali otive waist of Bigrai and so
some girls also tied their Aronai onto the waistlod boys who were going for the
war. This scene was indeed a sorrowful moment.rAigeng the Aronai Phali the
girls sprinkles holy water on the young boys. Whlea rituals of the woman were
done Bigrai shouted a slogan,

v gTRfA-: a7 |- ¢3grarg” ( Bigrai arw Dwisrai P-110)

‘Jwi Boro Harini Jwi; Boro-sa Derhasat’ the landdasky resounded. The

Bodo soldiers march towards the Sonapur villagettogy.



144

4.4.4. Dahwna arw Ruathi (Servant and maid):

The Bodos are financially weak. Most of the pedple in the village areas
and they are economically not stable. Some peoplavate crops for their
livelihood, some people are very poor and even tbeynot have lands for
cultivation. People coming from such type of familgnditions are forced to keep
their children for work, they are called as sersasutd maid. The servants used to
stay as a contract in exchange for paddy, and #idsann exchange for Dokhona,
blouse, umbrella, etc. But the contract system agrtbe Mahajwn's differs from
place to place. In the present times mostly takiager money can be seen. In the
novel Bigrai arw Dwisrai also the characters of thervants are very much
prominent. The servants of the Sonapuri villageewertured and beaten up during
the Bodoland movement. One of them escaped verafaknarrates the incident to
Bigrai and his friends.

The servant of Dabaru Mahajwn had just finishedlinch after ploughing
the field. Police caught him in the field itselfdadragged him to the road. When he
gained consciousness the police asked him somdiauesnd punched him with
the gun. The person was in a complete unconsciates. 8igrai arranged people to
take him to the hospital. Bigrai left that villageent to see other villages. In the
middle of the road, there are two fallen coconees$r He examines the trees, lots of
fruits were there. He thought to himself that- fhadice going in search of Bodo
extremists had felt thirsty and they had cut dowa ¢toconut trees and drank the
coconut water. Again he saw in the house gardem tivas a fallen beetle nut tree.
The betel leaves had also dried up. It was veryhmulear to Bigrai. The trees also
did not escape the tyrannous behaviour of the @olitiey also had to sacrifice in
the hands of the police. In the opinion of the galinot only the Bodo people are
extremists but, everything that is in and arouné tlouses of the Bodo people
became extremists such as- plants and trees, pag\clothing, cycle, clock, radio,
goats and pigs, chickens and pigeons, etc evegythiextremist.
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4.45. Cattlefarming:

In the novel Bigrai arw Dwisrai the rearing ofndestic animals has been
projected. By rearing cattle the Bodos could dgvedad safeguard their financial
status. Rearing of cows basically in cattle farmisghoteworthy. By rearing the
cows and oxen the farmers can cultivate their lahrdtghe olden times, the opinion
was such that those having more cows and oxen osavbhowshed is bigger they
were considered to be rich. In the novel Bigrai &wisrai the rearing of cows can
be traced. During the Bodoland movement, many fesntead to face many
atrocities. They could not cultivate their land pedy. In the name of the
movement, the police caught and arrested any Bogs &tating that they were from
the extremist wing party. The man could not stagaahe and therefore there was a
problem with the cultivation of crops. At that tintlee Bodos became financially
very weak. At the same time, the people from ottidres felt happy for the
misfortune of the Bodos. The police instigated Mslims to be against the Bodos
and they went to Bodo village as thieves. By baftieg with the police the
Muslims also disturbed the Sonapuri village. ThesMus became enemies with the
Bodos due to the misguidance of the police perdonoleling high posts such as
Mr.Lask, and SP Mr. N Bhuyan. Near the Sonapulagé, there are many Muslims.
One day due to the instigation of the police, sdfuslims from the Muslim village
took away the cows that were grazing in the Sondpanldy fields in the afternoon.
This incident heightened the scope for bigger imctd. The Bodos of Sonapur
village got angry with the Muslims because theyktaway the cows and oxen. At
the outset, the people of Sonapur had also lodgde R, but the police did not take
any initiative. That is why some Bodo boys to tageenge brought back two oxen
from the Muslims and they sent a message to thdiMsighat if they return the
oxen of the Bodos than only they are willing toegback the oxen that they brought.
This incident took a different turn into bigger plfems. The Muslims help out the
police in burning the houses of the Bodos and theted the property of the Bodo
villages. The Bodos had to face lots of difficudtie rearing the cattle’s during the

movement. This is projected in a sorrowful tone.
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4.5. Deobari:

In the novel Deobari, the character of Deobarthe main protagonist.
Deobari is projected as hardworking, loving, anddjbearted women. On the other
hand, the character to Theklo is also highlighfdthough he is an illiterate person,
he is a very hardworking and kind-hearted man. ¢ils and works very hard to
enhance their financial condition. The novelist bapicted the agrarian life of the
Bodo society and their dependence on agriculturadlycts. Through the character
of Deobari, Handloom and Weaving, cultivation ofjgtables, rearing of chickens,
pigs, goats, etc can be traced. The search of aameWby the Bodo people is also
depicted in the novel. The advantages and disadgast such as difficulties,
sorrows, and dangers faced by the people in mayrdt the new land are depicted
in the novel. For the development of the econoimg,Bodo people adopting various
techniques are projected in the novel. Bodo petpimprove their economic status
and in search of new opportunities by selling tHaitxds and migrating to other
places are highlighted. The economic status oBth#os and their reliable source of
livelihood are projected widely by the novelist.eTeconomic picture that has been

portrayed in the novel may be discussed below.

45.1. Agriculture:

Since time immemorial agriculture has been the rsaurce of livelihood of
the Bodos. In the novel Deobari, most of the Bodelated to cultivation and
agricultural works have been showcased. MostlyBibéos cultivate Paddy, Sobai
Dal, Jute, and different types of vegetables. Thegeh Deobari showcases the
characters of Naodra, Theklo, Goiswrwn, Bonda, Qfighajwn, Khaphal Mahajwn
as the sole representation of agriculture andvailon of crops.

Deobari is from Jiajiri village located in the glist of Goalpara. Her mother
had passed away and she lives with her fatherhérotind sister in law. They
depend on agriculture for their living. Deobarii®ther Naodra decided to leave his
native land and migrate to other places. He hdsrdifit reasons for migrating to a

new land. The paddy field of Jiajiri village is Malvourable for cultivation, and the

?Black Gram
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land is up and down. During the cultivation of paddhey had to depend on
rainwater or the nearby river water. When the neaner gets flooded, it washes
off the water that remains and the field dries Tipis shortage of water leads to less
production of crops as expected.

Bonda’s family from Mwithaguri village and Saorigafamily from Jiajiri
village migrated to Darrang district with new hopasd new aspirations. They
depend fully on agriculture as they were not ece@atr literate even. All of them
decided to work very hard to clear the new land aalfivate the lands and to
enhance their financial status hopefully. Bothlth&ther Theklo and Bonda are busy
in clearing off the forests in the new land. Thektade one Nanggal to plough in
the new land.

On the other side also the Deobari's father Saang his son were busy
clearing the woods. They thought that in the newd lthey would get the crops as
they expect as it is fertile land. They named the tand as Dwisa Gwran. People
also migrated from Kokrajhar district and varioustrcts. A river named Mora
Dwnsiri was flowing from the north to the southgyart nearby the village. This
river gets flooded during the monsoon season aied dp thereafter. That is why it
is named as Mora Dwnsiri (Dead Dwnsiri). There wedefamilies in the village.
Those people who had migrated five to six yearBesdrad cleared off more forests
land and took over the lands for agriculture puegsoBy clearing off the forests
anyone and everyone could cultivate the lands athpe& wish. Naodra had booked
his land years earlier near to his sister's platere he prepared to build his house.
There are no bamboos so the house must be bulit thé trees of the forest.
Swrgiswrwn and Thophsa, both of them have grown ahdl to help them a
community work saori was called to build a house tfem. Deobari helped her
sister in law Mwina in cooking and does variousetymf household works. On the
other hand, Bonda and his brother had booked aopligind and they are also busy
clearing off the bushes. They selected a littlehérgplot of land to build a house.
They made pillars of trees to support the housepaiadared a roof out of bamboo
and straw, therefore, two houses were built. Thease a little problem with water.

After the establishment of a new village, the peogdt together and dug a well in
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the middle of the village. All the villagers usdtetwater of that bore well. Dwnsiri
River flows near to the village. The villagers gahis river for bathing and washing
clothes.

Leaving behind their native land and migratingainew land forever in the
new village Dwisa Gwran under Darrang district, was$ as they had dreamt off or
as expected. The expected search for a new landinemnfulfilled. To cultivate
paddy the land should be wet and marshy. In Dwisga@ village water was scarce
for the cultivation of paddy. This led some of wilagers to re-migrate to some
other region for better lands. Bonda and Theklo discided to re-locate themselves
in some new land again leaving behind Dwisa Gwiilage. Most of the villagers
went and found out that the new land was good amdurable for cultivation. The
new land was also not very much covered with buystied there was neither big
banana trees. If the people work hard they wilabke to get the produced goods in
abundance. One day many villagers came and cleagréssy land and bushes for
building houses and for cultivation purposes. Thsyected a higher land for
building the houses and began to prepare the mghjumaterials necessary.
Thereatfter, this place became a new village. Alaith Bonda, his brother Theklo
is also there. Like all the people Theklo is wogkirery hard along with his brother
in clearing off the bushes. Deobari as well helprom in his work.

llliterate and uneducated, who had never seernthge of a school Theklo
worked very hard and made his best efforts in limgp@bout economic development
that can be seen in the novel. After marriage Ttnetdyed with his elder brother for
more than ten years. Nevertheless, he decidectrae from his brother as he saw
that his children were growing up and they needeldet taken care of with utmost
love and for their future. One day in the evenirgdiscusses his decision with his
brother, but his brother and sister-in-law didréinivhim to be separated from them.
Thinking about Theklo’s future they approved higid®n. After separating from
his brother Theklo and Deobari work harder. Thegidkd to enhance their financial
status. Deobari supported her husband Theklo whe&tedly in bringing about
financial development in the family. She reared, migicken, goat, etc, weaved

clothes to wear, reared silkworm and sold the rastemals as well as weaved
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clothes out of the filtered silk thread. In theeas agricultural works, she helps her
husband in the field for the cultivation of varioa®ps. Whenever, she used to get
some free time after the harvest of paddy, she tsé@lp her husband in reaping
the paddies too.She also helped her husband iectialy the paddies and bringing
them back home. Later, she also grinds the paddiasal. Deobari helped her
husband to a great extent. They worked togethethioupliftment of their financial
status. The Bodo does not use the paddy for consumalone rather they also sell
out in times of financial crisis or if they haverbmved any money from someone
than they just negotiate with the paddy in termmohey indebted. In the novel, the
negotiation of paddy with money can be seen. Thaldo had exchanged the paddy
with money when he had to make his oxen cart. [Bhie&rrow money in exchange
for Maisali paddy from Dayal Mahajwn. He is lengimoney in exchange for
paddy grains. Many villagers from our village haaken money from him. Thophsa
also has taken money for twenty mon (800 kg) ofdgeidom him.

Theklo had a desire to build a tin house. Botbsblamd and wife with lots of
effort, today they are going to build tin houseeKlo’s wife has been always there
behind evry success of Theklo. She also helpedtaifyuild tin house. Deobari in
spite of taking care of the three children reaigdstock and helped her husband
Theklo to a great extent. With the help and suppbhis wife Deobari, Theklo had
gain double strength. Theklo and Deobari are hayking individuals, they have
planted betel nut trees and those beetle nut piansgahave already grown well
enough. In between betel nut trees, pineapple pkmetalso grown.

In the vegetable garden, spinach leaves, leafgtabtes, radish, cabbage, etc
are abundant. Cows and buffalo's, paddy and rigestbck, etc have made the
family of Theklo and Deobari a complete family. Oday Deobari' brother and
sister in law had come to visit them as gueststhag were surprised by observing
their surroundings full of vegetables.

Thophsa Mahajwn did not appreciate the financialwérdness. He is
Deobari and Theklo's elder brother-in-law and tfeeethey respected him and had
mutual understanding amongst them. Thophsa in gpiteo much love and care

doesn't care about them. Omakhi Mahajan also erabedt the progress of Theklo,
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as Theklo by his sheer hard work and determinatias able to own a decent house
of tin, just like his house. At one time Theklo wagoor man but today he is no
longer a poor man. Just like Omakhi Mahajwn andphsa Mahajwn he was able to
sleep under the house of a tin roof house. On ¥ildd.alpur, Jonai market people

go to sell paddy grains, jute, mustard seeds, bipakn, etc. Everyone has their
private carts and they load various items in teants and take it for sale in Lalpur

market. At the present times, Theklo also takesouarproduced crops for sale

every week by his oxen cart.

Though Theklo's brother Bonda went to a new lanhdjd not improve his
economic life as he spent most of his time drinkiflgey lived happily when both
the brothers were together. As Theklo planned &wirig children in nearby future,
and get seperated from hus brother,that made bikdys life very in a very troubled
situation. Banda had no son, only two daughters.gitler daughter was married and
kept her at home as gwrjia while second daughtermarried to the servant of their
house kept her also at home as gwrjia. He alsotadap son named Bainang. The
adopted son was lazy like his father. His fathesides drinking also started to take
drugs after meeting a friend Ulakhania. Slowly ¢ gffected and was bedridden
afterward.

The novelists also convey that most Bodo peopko alepended on
agriculture cultivation of rice. They did not kndww to cultivate other crops much.
After shifting from Kokrajhar district to Darrangistrict, the new area was
completely unknown to them. There was no suitaldeepfor the market as every
side was surrounded by jungles. The population alss very less in that area. In
the west side, lots of Muslim people and Hindu peagame and settled there.
Whenever they found unoccupied they built theirdesuand settled themselves. To
the North, some Nepali people came and occupiedplaae. They used to rear
cattle and buffaloes. There were big sheds forcttde and buffaloes in the middle
of the jungles. The Bodo people settled from ditgrlike — Goalpara, Kamrup, and
Nagaon. Many Muslim people Hindus Bengalis also edrmom different place and
settled. They all came and occupied the placesvieat empty by making small

houses. The people of Jahar village lived on caflibn agriculture. They cultivated
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crops like paddy, jute grains and all kinds of th&uring the autumn season, they
also grow vegetables and chillies too. At the beigio Bodo people did not know
how to grow chilly and jute. They learned how t@wrjute or cultivate jute from
Muslim people. From then they also learned andivai#éd '‘Bangla Asu paddy'.
They used to collect the seed corns from Muslime whre their neighbours.

Through the novel, the characters of Thophsa, ¢gaphal, etc. depending
on agricultural crops for enhancing their finangtdtus have been portrayed. They
shifted to a new land and created an environmantht® agricultural activities and
cultivated varieties of crops, thereafter improvihgir financial stability. They have
gain name and fame as Mahajwn in the village anek\able to build houses of tin
roofs. Theklo and Deobari were also able to buildoase roofed with tin due to
their constant efforts and untiring hard work.

Reaping or harvesting was done with some rituale Guardian of the
family generally an elderly female member of thenifg go to the field, to collect a
handful of paddy after having bathed and wearing Bekhona. After that, all men
go and tie the paddy and carry them home. Aftetigethe grinding and other
processes, they make ‘sitao-pita’ during ‘Magw Dsha During Bwisagu they
make ‘sworai’ and everyone enjoys a lot. Theklo &m®bbari too lived and led a
good life in the same village. The whole set of #gricultural life of the Bodo
people their benefits loses, drawbacks, interestygving is depicted in the novel by
the novelist.

4.5.2. Handlooms:

All the Bodo tribal people use to make clothes tfiemselves. They were
expert weavers this enabled them to save monegadstf going to the market.
There were many Boro people waving clothes like gmdokhona, phasra, jwmgra,
shawl, bed sheets, and many more items. In theliDesbari' we can see the
practice of handlooms or the talent of handloomough the character Deobari.
From her early age itself, Deobari knew how to vee@he learned every work from
her childhood, like a plantation, fishing, poundimgge, collecting vegetables, along
with that she also learned to wave. Every Bodo ersthiaught their children all the
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works right from their childhood days. Good habkspwledge, household works,
washing dishes, sweeping floor, collecting vegesbtarrying a baby and taking
care of them, cultivating were taught by their neogh If visitors come welcoming
them, taking care of the surroundings was donegulpjpy the Bodo girls. Deobari
was one such woman who learned all the works arsdawaxpert in everything.

Bodo women are also seen handling the needs dathidy and helping in
whatever way they can. In planting paddy growinyedetable and in many more,
works they were all expertise. Collecting naturabetations like Sibfy Onthai
Bajalf, dingkhia, they used to help the family. Deobari used tm éar herself from
her young age onwards by rearing hens, pigs afidgéhem to the market. After
her marriage, she dedicated herself towards leadingappy life with Theklo
Besides, her full support with her husband in @aanh of paddy and vegetation, she
also supported him by weaving clothes like dokhgaanosa, bed sheet, etc.

The community of the Jahar village used to comettegy and think of how
they could develop the village. They opened oneatipin the middle of the village.
They also opened the weaving centre. All the vélagpmen used to go there and
weave clothes and sell them. Through that act, ithese able to help with the
family.

Deobari felt so sorry when her husband Theklo beedmoney from others
and was indebted. She was not informed about thewed money. Later she came

to know only when Kabuli came to their house to faskis money. She says,
CTER AT ? ANl HWTATd FIfATABRT FAld UGN Al TMaAT SAITHYT

“SIT STETT S| ATSE! o Bledal ATagrd| AHT ST sfegia et &3l
JWIAT BT MG ARG ey ARGl GETRAT PNt fSERT sX

3 A kind of thorny arum plant
* A wild plant has a sweet smell
® fern
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fewoTatR g1 sfee [ ATRREY IIRY| ®ra YR AlATaTsT AR GREr Al
BIFETeA ShTgiolTel GTERE! AT §TaileT | ATaTaT ATST HTTS BleTe]-Plefell SIFCIa!
graNeT| ATsT AT BIAUREAT AT | ITUTHT CIHTT SaaT | A AR |
a=TTad! gI8R ot #AlATl” ( Deobari P-136)

English rendering: [Your character is very good.dNaught you to borrow money
for interest? What was in short and why is that flaue to take money from Kabuli
for interest?

Though she was angry at her husband, she found emgsreturned the
money. She said to her husband, "What has happemgge. You must not sell the
paddy. There is an 'Indi i (traditional Shawl)laét year's, we can sell that. If we go
and sell, there will be ‘Non-Bodo' customers to ltagm. They look for the 'Indi'
woven by Bodo women If we don't get for Rs. 10@ ail® might get for Rs 80. That
will be enough to return the money borrowed fronblaand if it is not enough we
can sell some things and managed that. Even the'h sl paddy. Children are all
grown, what we will eat. We don’t get from others.]

That way Deobari used to direct her husband. Bodmen were able to
clear the shortage that runs in the family by wegvSame way Deobari helped her
husband in returning the money that was borroweskliing her woven clothes.

Deobari carried all the clothes from her birthplaseshe shifted to a new
place. One day while they were heading to thethplace after many years, Theklo
wore a new ‘Gam$awhich were woven by thread. Even the dress wawmfen
clothes, which were stitched by the tailor. Oveattihe wore '‘Jawahar' coat which
was of 'Indi ji'. On foot, he wore sandal of motgre, bought from Lalpul market. It
was the winter season. They might feel cold so telo& out 'Indi ji’ from her
wooden box which was locked and kept for a longetend carried them in a carry
bag. Deobari takes out Dokhona from her box that wfa'‘Daorai mukhreb agor’
green in colour and wore that. Thinking that it Wbbring inconvenience while

boarding in a vehicle she wore it in short len@nce it was winter season she also

% One kind of Bodo traditional dress for men
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wore the sweater of black colour bought form thekea& Over that, she also wore
indi ji' which was woven by her. She wore sandadl alid not forget to hold
women's knives in her hand.

Both Theklo and Deobari co-operated and were ablbuild a tin house.
Deobari asked her husband to carry 'indi ji' alestp him while he was going to get

'Sal' tree for building a house.

4.5.3 Dahwna arw Ruathi (Servant and maid):

Bodo people who were living below the poverty lorewho were poor used
to survive by staying in other houses, workingtfeem to live their life. The novel
also depicts the two characters of the same. Sjdyam one house to another house
serving other people some was able to build a bfigiire. While they were in the
village Mwithaguri which was also their birth pladg@onda had a servant, named
Haranga. He was a very hard working person thezefdmost all the rich people
opted only to have him as their servant. He gredvasl a servant. They also had a
shepherd boy named — Rantheng and Maid — servdaisbbeDahwna (servant) did
the works like ploughing, cultivating, making ofpes and laokar (shepherd) did the
work of tending the cows. Ruathi (maid — servanéldsri did all the household
chores like — cooking, looking after the hose atahiing of paddy. Many poor
families send their children to work in other fasl. They grow their life working
for others.

In the new village of Darang we find the charact&rservants and maid —
servants. The family of Deobari too had servanted®@wmbla, whom they took for
three years and appreciating the works done by $topped them from sending him
away his payment is one mon paddy (40 kg paddygyTihcreased half mon of
paddy (20 kg) as his payment and would not send Timeklo took Swmbla along
with him when he went to get ‘Sal’ tree for makinguse. Theklo and Deobari left
their two daughters and one son in the good catleenf servants while going to the
city. Bonda gave her youngest daughter Saragi imiage to a servant named
Sengdariya who came from Kamrup district. He keptrjia' as there were no boys

in the family. Theklo also thought of getting hislest daughter Gali in marriage
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with a servant. He thought that would be a helmitoonly son to work together.
One the other hand Khaphal Mahajwn also thoughteefping back his servant to
give him marriage with her daughter. Since bothbausl and wife did not have a
child even after their marriage for a long timespttadopted one child.

Once upon a time, Khaphal Mahajwn was also a senaure to his hard
work and good nature his master, Omakhi Mahajwrt kep ‘gwrjia’ by giving his
daughter to him he became rich. Now he also thotkgiving away his adopted
child to their servant Aalu and keeps him 'gwrj@n the other hand, Alu felt
uncomfortable and move to Theklo's house afterchimpletion of the stay as a
servant in their house. He also agreed on Thegloposal of becoming his son-in-
law and to stay ‘gwrjia.” But all of a sudden hdreate his decision because of
Khaphal Mahajwn, who with the help of some deoaabte Alu’s thought to retreat

and marry his daughter.

4.5.4 Cattle Farming:

The Bodo's improved their living style or econorfiie by rearing animals
like — cows, goats, pigs, and hens. Their foreragstulture is cows. In olden times
whoever possessed full cows in their cowshed wasidered to be the rich man.
Till today, the people of Bodo tribe did not stojpyghing with bulls in spite of
many scientific ways. Apart from using bulls anadvsdor work, they also sold them
when they needed money. This then also servesasree for their livelihood.

Though the novel ‘Deobari’ we also can see theimgaof cattle. While
shifting to the new land, Bonda and Theklo soldtldt they had like — hen, pig,
cattle, and goats carried only the money. Thergafeebought new cattle to work or
cultivate vegetables in the new land. Bonda thehieroof Theklo spends his time
mostly in drinking. He did not have much interastcultivation, depended on his
brother and left every work for Theklo. He also gbua pair of bulls for cultivation,
but one of them was killed by the Tiger, who cameDwisagwran village. That

incident bothered both brothers very much.
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Deobari also learned to rear hens from her yourgaagl earned money to
get her own needs. Once, on the occasion of Dutga, Bhe sold her hens and
bought the clothes that she needed. Deobari wasydh@gest in the family;
therefore everybody in the family, brothers, arsdess loved her very much. During
Durga Puja, she used to get dresses. Everybody lkevear new dresses, during
Puja time. Naodra used to buy for her new dresgjadaone week before as during
the time of Puja the price rises high. Her sisters used to buy for during puja
time, but then, they could not because they dllteeDarrang, and it was impossible
for them. Naodra also, after his marriage held g responsibility in running the
family, therefore Deobari thought, she might hasts bf problems and did not wait
for his gifts. Instead, she thought to sell hershenbuy new dresses for herself. As
her plan young Deobari went to the market at KdlaaNarabari on Tuesday to sell
her hens, calling friend Hamphe along with her. Wihe money she got from

selling her hens, she bought all that she needed.

4.5.5 Cottage:

By building houses themselves, they also savedtyplef money. The
community of the Bodo society coming together andding a house is shown in
the novel. The culture of building a house togetisea praiseworthy thing. The
building of houses is a clear mark for the develeptmof Bodo people’s
materialistic culture. To settle the houses likeetien, granary, cowshed, happens
according to the tending order of the Bodo society.

Theklo and Naodra build houses for themselves vihég settled to the new
land and to the new place they gave the name 'Dwiga’. Saoriya and Naodra
both father and son served one block of land am@drCthe forest. Deobari helped
his sister-in-law in cooking. In the new land Namthook a land near his brother-in-
law's house. He then gets ready for his new homedaning the forest. The home
will be made by cutting woods from the forest. Sangwn and Thophsa along with

father- in- law and sister -in -law help him as S&ngnai to make home.
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In the same way, Bonda and his brother Theklo gisdly reserved one
block of land and cleared the forest together. Thlegse good land suitable for
building a house. They build a house with a thalctesf and trunk of a tree as a
pillar for their house. They managed to build tvaues of the same kind.

They faced water problem, therefore, the peopl¢haf new place gather
together and dug one well. The villagers drink fritta same well. All the villagers
also went to the same river and washed all thethek.

The novelist showcases the establishment of the@ Bidldge in this way-

“TfAaT Yor arsfy gt @ISt &6 AR S| eleT3d Ifa STArar
IRT MaTT SRR | @ STARIET foiet SAR-Aiel @l S gt gt R
BT ST TSI | SRS WRET 319 3Tt A o ATl STy | SR ETell ST
SIS S[ESIId T & ofelleiall Aral| et gt @R aierer TReenerT| gra
TaHTATe! dlleel ST gTd TG 86 8ot ATGGr| ARET ARET HIT AT iX-
HarfaearT, #AT M, FUT Semerdiet|” ( Deobari P-73)

English rendering: [The village is close to the IR&ation. A river flows beside it.

The village seems not old according to its lookntly be only two years old. Till
now the jungle is not cleared. Some of them hawdt bue or two permanent
houses. And some of them have built temporary roustaybe they have just
shifted. They cultivated vegetables after cleatimg jungle. The vegetables like —
Mwithasikla, Mwita gwkhwi, Mwitha bangal.]

In the middle of the vegetation small houses vperteup. Elephants come in
a group to eat paddy. The village people chase thera group. Apart from
elephants wild pigs too came to destroy the vegetaln the midst of all, they have
to grow vegetation.

Theklo and Deobari lived for ten years togethehwits brother after their
marriage. After living together for ten years, theypved and formed their own
house. In the beginning, they had build temporanyse only, later on, Theklo and

Deobari managed to grow their economic status aiid b tin house.
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4.5.6 Handicr aft:

Bodo people make all the useful things that areesgary for them from
nature, for example — Songrai, Sandri, Ual — gailkdramphlai, Nanggal — junggal
etc. When Bonda and Saoriya shifted from Goalp#&stiict to Darrang district he
carried all those materials along with them. Thé&y ot carry nangal — jungal,
because they thought, that would cause the probkemmey were travelling a long
distance by train. So they thought they could ma&egal and jungal in the new
land.

To start a new life, Theklo got new nanggal foiticating vegetation.
Indigenous implements like nangal, songrai are mage the Bodo people
themselves. The use of ‘Khamphlai’ is also seahénovels very often. If someone
comes to the house, they are given ‘Khamphlaiittagon and it is also used for the
family members at home. Khamphlai uses in the nsweh as-

“Mother Deobari, the guest has arrived, bring khalap Deobari comes out
from the house and gives khamphlai. At the same,tiner sister-in-law to brings
khamphlai."

"Four people who have come to see daughter-in{zamphwr Oja and Oja
burwi sat down. They are couples of the villageteAfthey all have sat down,
Soariya too brings one Khamphlai for herself artdistn them."

“All of a sudden once, Theklo went to Deobari’'s Bewand he was asked to
be seated on Khampplai. Deobari sister-in-law Mwvattends everybody and gives
them Khamphlai to sit”.

“Once Bonda from Mwitaguri village came to Deobariiouse to enquire
about their shifting to Darrang district, assumthgt he will get some news, at that
time too, the use of Khamphlai is depicted by tbeatist”.

“Mother Deobari, bring one Khamphlai. Dobari immegely comes out from
the house and gives one Khamphlai. Bonda slowlyas@nd proceeds to set on it”

“At the new place, when the sister of Naodra, Jaagijkcame to their house
was given Khamphlai to sit. Oh! Sister-in-law, coams sit.”

Mwina goes and arranges on Khamphlai to sit. Jamgkhen sits on it.

While Bonda was in the new land, he visited theilfaof Ulakaniya in the village
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called ‘Balisiya’ and he was given Khamphlai to. dit the novel, the novelist
depicted many times the use of Khamphlai for gjtfiirposes, which Bodo people

made themselves.

4.6 Sanmwkhangari L amajwng:

Along with the image of the Bodo society, the ecaiwcondition of the
Bodo community has also been described throughntbwel. The path is chosen by
the Bodos to live their lives like cultivation, sag animals, fishing, selling their
goods, becoming servants and maids, etc. activatiescited clearly in this novel.
The author has described the way of living of GwmnSaikhong, Gwmbwr in their
village Simbligudi. Villager of that village wasving by paddy-cultivation,
harvesting it, jute planting, etc. activities wei@rated by the author throughout the
novel. Gwmsar, Saikhong, Gwmbwr, Ramwnda, and Rend#d to play together
in childhood and celebrate festivals. As they bezomature they live became
different from each other. Gwmsar becomes the dolstor of the village who got
higher education and served his villagers by ogemirhospital in nearby village
Salbari. Saikhong got the opportunity to study BA bis path took a different way
during the movement. He joined the movement to sheerace of his community
and became wanted by police. So, he was searcobguaefntly by them and so he ran
away somewhere. Gwmsar's other friends like GwmlRamwnda, Gendao, etc.

have chosen the path of cultivation for living tHaies.

4.6.1Agriculture:

The main way of living of the Bodos is cultivationhey used to cultivate
various corps. The author has explained the lioihgeople of Simbligudi village by
cultivation. Most of the villagers were farmers.

Dabla, father of Gwmsar was a farmer and live llyivating. He was living
happily along with his wife Somaisri, two sons Gvamand Birindao and a brother
named Jwngsar. He have around thirty bigha pacdd, fapproximately five bighas

of homestead, two pairs of bullocks, a pair of coWéth this much property,
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Somaisri and Dabla were living their life withoutyaproblem. Birindao was only
three years of age by then.

Their son Gwmsar has also helped them in culowasometimes. After
returning from school he used to do as her motkleeghim

glgal| STeiAeAf eIk Tl T graTd g 3T AT THALT Blered
alTeIer| A J@r gt uith RAAT| AsTedT TWHRT TIHAAT BIAT ATSHRE!
STesitsen=T|” (Sanmwkhangari LamajwngP-28)

English rendering: [Dear son Gwmsar, don't go ouplay today. Your father and
uncle have scattered rice corp in the field neakbpar tree of Baleng's home. You
should go there and drive away sparrows there;rwthe, sparrows will eat up all
the seed.]

The author has described the character of Dabkenasctive hard worker.
His younger brother Jwngsar also had helped hiultivation. We can see in the
novel that Gwmsar had helped his father in culiratafter becoming a doctor.
Bodo farmers helped each other in cultivation lyaoising a feeding event named a
Saoriya, which has been seen for ages among Bamjngse Conducting Saoriya by
Gwmsar's family had also seen in the novel for giong and paddy planting
invitation was offered to help them in cultivatias required. Gwmbwr, Ramwnda
and many other young village boys arrived for plung and paddy planting.
Baleng, Somaisri, Phoudur, Swmsri, Laogi and twadsiérom the village and two
other aged women have arrived. In this way, théagérs helped each other.
Secondly, we can see the Saoriya organised byathiyfof Baleng.

In the novel, Saikhong's uncle Hobga and hisefatire doing cultivation.
They have chosen as their way for living. Hobgaéeélhis brother by the various
ways in cultivation. They both work hard to devetbgir family. One day, Minisri
was encountered as a welcoming mainao (Goddesgaithy from the paddy field
in the novel. Related with cultivation mainao wetdng is one of Bodo's most
important festivals which are observed when firgtviesting of rice crops is done.

Saikhong's family was very well organised when inmgle Hobga and his father
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were together but after separation, their econowoodition became weak.
Saikhong's life also spoiled while he joints theveroent. He was unable to stay at
home because of the continuous searching of pafideran away to the forest.

Balengs's father was also a farmer. Their famdyehorganised a festival
named 'Wngkam Gwrlwi janai'. This festival is orgad when newly harvested rice
crops are consumed for the first time. This new rscoffered to Goddess at first and
then it is feed among the villagers. It is believldt there would be no lack of rice
in the house only if villagers are fed with propare in the fest.

Orkhang and Orga are the two very hardworking ésn They are
cultivating very well in the land given by theittli@r. Jwngsar's father was very kind
to him because he was the youngest son so he talloa him to do any work. To
make him well educated, he sent Jwngsar to Baietsion. But he was unable to
pass matriculation even after his third attempt stdrned to home as helpless. He
had no idea in cultivation. He did not completehiis education. His two elder
brothers also were very kind to him and asked loirstay with them. After his father
passed away, he used to create chaos in the faftdy getting drunk. Alcoholic
Jwngsar decided to separate himself from his brsthiamily gathering the
villagers. Though Orga and Orkhang were not williaglo but they were helpless.
Jwngsar sold out all the property he got after ssman from his brother and got
married to a widow and used to work as labour his tvay, he spoiled his life by

consuming alcohol.

4.6.2 Cattle Farming:

Selling raised chickens, pigs, cattle or usin@ithfousehold expenses can be
seen through the novel. Bullock is the most impudrdgomestic animals among the
Bodos. They use it for cultivation mainly so we & at least a pair of bullocks in
each family of Bodo people in the Bodo village. Gsaris father has a cattle farm to
develop his economic condition to cultivate ane li®ince bullock is the main head
for cultivation so they take care of it very webne day, while Gwmsar and his
friends were returning from the market place in ¢lening they saw Dabla putting

some green grasses on fire near the cowshed smdsafuitoes run away and could
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not bite his cows. We can see such characterginabe of Orga and Orkhang. They
love their cattle very much.

Rising animals like chicken, pigs, goats, etc. t@nseen among Bodos.
They earn money by raising them. When some festigatur at home, such as a
wedding, then these raised animals are slaughter@dised as a meet to feed which
results in reducing the wedding expenses. Gwmkarigy also has raised chickens
and taking care of it properly. One day when Gwneas eating his lunch on the
yard his mother drives away a mother hen when aheemear to the place of his
son's dinning. Delaisri showed stick to the hethsd they cannot return near to the
place. When Gwmsar was about to finish, he thremesoce towards the mother
hen. It is their chicken and it is difficult to finfood outside because of the rainy
season. By seeing the struggle of mother to feemhawy chickens of her, Jwngsar
might have felt pity for them, he then threw a h&utof rice towards them. Seeing

this activity of son, Delaisri said,

“fq 3T, ST FATAI A ARG s IS STaBRAT @ IRATIAT gl
BIATI o5 AR f9ER| gieAifadr| ™l 30 UEX gele fSEREr)”

(Sanmwkhangari Lamajwng P-27)

English rendering: [ Son do not do such while yoeli@ating. They will get used to
it. Do not throw again. | shall give them some fater.]

Through Delaisri's word, the care and love for tesed chickens can be
understood. When chicken was having food one otlkheks was snatched away by
an eagle. Coward's mother then left her chicksrancaway and hides under granary
storage in the southeast side of the yard. She caunefter an eagle had snatched
off the chick and cried out to gather her remairnchgcks like mad. Observing that

coward and cold-hearted behaviour of mother hetgigresaid in anger,

‘Y3 A HEER| THETRE! TS de R Y@ Grelrr
ATSITITATT AT IMIgTar Usidigal for@ 311" ( Sanmwkhangari Lamajwng P-28)

English rendering: [You heartless mother insteddaving the chicks by hiding

them inside her from the enemy coward herself badaway].
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The anger of losing a chick and sorrow could beeoled from those

Delaisri's sentences.

4.6.3 Fishing:

Life by fishing can also rescue the economic caoliof Bodos. Bodos used
to live near streams, river and choose such viflageive. They do not only catch
fish for consuming it but also for selling it noveg. Through this novel,the authors
have described how bodos were among the earlysttibantroduce fishing with
Jekhai, collecting snails etc.

Most of the villagers of Simbligudi live by fishindt has been described in
the novel that one after another Dhwnsi Lake wasosaded with many bright
Hesak (light lamp) like we can see lights at nightany cities or towns. This
Dhwnsi Lake has provided many families with thearrengs for living. Dry or
rainy, in all seasons, people go at night for datglishes with spears taking Hesak
and in the day time, they travel to Laodonga, Kbaga and many different places
for catching fishes with net. In the dry seasorytbatch various kinds of fishes like
eal, kajuli, tilapia, pink pench, mystustenganamgriver eal), etc. just by pulling
cattails and grasses. Many men and women fromdhern village of Salbari use
to come to Dhwnsi for catching fishes. They sedl tishes they caught and buy the
needy stuff and goods for their household in Salmarket. While getting the fresh
rainwater in the month of Bwisag, in the low lyilegnd of Samsu rich-man, we can
see crabs and snails coming out often. In raing@eéamilies of Simbligudi village
do not run out of fishes, crabs, and snails.

Theklo's father Laoda also lived by fishing. He dat have land property so
he decided to choose this path for living. Laodedu® run his home by the money
he got after selling the fishes he used tocoleminfthe nearby rivers and ponds.
Dhwmsi River was filled with fishes, crabs, andiEna

Gwmsar's family and other villagers also go fohiig in Laodanga and
Kharbang to fulfill their hunger. Dabla took somshis for home. This way they

saved lots of money as they catch fishes by themsel
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Along with mature people many teenage boys and gitso do fishing,
collect snails. We can see them becoming an expeitt as they grow older as
described in the novel. As explained when Gwmsar las friends were roaming
after having their lunch, they saw that villagersotla, Merga, Saikhong, Uncle
Hobga and many more were catching fishes with inetse flowing of Dhwnsi lake
flooded water. They have caught various kinds shds. His uncle Hobga was
catching by throwing net and cleaning them up auting the caught fishes into the
Khobai (cage made of bamboo for keeping fish).

Group of Ramwnda, Gwmsar and many more also gbsioing in Dhwnsi Lake all

of a sudden.
“¥ Sitgr 9AfH faeli3ima ¥i=r|” ( Sanmwkhangari Lamajwng P-19)

English rendering: [Let's go to Dhwnsi lake foihiisg] saying such they went for
fishing.

The author has explained the fishing scene asvisllét was evening time, in
the paddy field of Kerpai, Gwmsar, Ramwnda, Gwmt®aikhong, and Mwdaoka
have kept fish trap. Traps were made of sticksrpfute plant and large Boslarplant
tying up along with fish hook with the help of hatdread within the sticks.
Earthworm, tadpoles, grasshoppers and white eggatefwere pinned with the fish
hook and serially placed on the water of the paiuelg. After doing this they rest
for some moment in the low lying lands of Kerpaftek sometime various kinds of
fishes were trapped in the hooks. They collectethalr traps respectively and took
caught fishes in Kobai and pierced them with a gstang. Sometimes they were
able to catch river-eel also. That day only Swmkhhas brought Khobai and so

others have taken their fishes by piercing withsgrstring.
“FArg TS, gTATIIemd AT Altalal 3771” ( Sanmwkhangari LamajwngP-46)
English rendering: [ Look mother | have caughtngiriull of fishes today] Gwmsar

said and gave it to her mother. In this way, we abserve the fishing activities of

the Bodo and bringing it in Khobai or by piercinguvith grass string.

" cage made of bamboo for keeping fish
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4.6.4 Handlooms:

The weaving of Indi, silk clothes among Bodos repreés the developed
technique. They used to wear it for saving theioneenic condition. Raising
silkworm and extracting threads from the cocoonsvofms are the activities of
most of the Bodo women in Bodo villages. They &iesl in it. They use to weave
wool clothes, Gamsa, Jwmgra, etc. to wear and eso money by selling it.
Gwmsar's mother Bilaisri was uniting threads forawag. Somaisri had set net of
threads for making Dokhona ornamented with desgjrf3harwo megon (dove eye
design). She was observing the thread clearly wedirzdound the Musra inside the
Makhu placed inside the weaving instrument andesiathe weaving by pulling the
rope tied up with the weaving machine made by thféhe was concentrated on her
work.

The author had explained the skilled nature of wepof the Bodo women
and expertise in designing it through Somaisri abi@r. They use to weave the
required clothes by themselves. The rainy seasomds and the autumn season has
arrived. No work remains in the paddy field anaug the season for planting rice.
The rice corps is green in colour now. Servant dosshave heavy works rather
than ploughing in the backyards for vegetable plaoh. Amateur women, Bodo
women are busy weaving the well designed Dokhonangta, Pali (Scarf) and
woolen clothes required during winter, sometimesytlwent for fishing and
collecting vegetables. This way the author hasamrpt the expert nature of Bodo
women. According to him, in the autumn season, Boéo and women have much
work than cultivating vegetables and weaving clsthe

We can see the preparation of weaving through hiagacter of Saikhong’s
sister Mithinga in the novel. She was busy in wmgitthreads with her Jotor in a
wooden stick known as Musra.

Mwdaoka's mother is also seen organising net efatls for weaving. Apart
from Ramwnda's mother Thaisri, Gwmbwr's mother t{amateur girls like Laogi
and Phansari are helping Mwdaoka's mother. When §awvrand his friends are
playing marbles near the looming place of Mwdaokatgther, once marble went

towards their loom and Ramwnda goes after it tagori back and he jumped over
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the net of threads. This time they have crossedirtie of patience of Teleb. She

picked up the bamboo stick and drove them away tr@place saying,
"GO el 3T FURARIPRE!, AT |leaa! SR-ATST glefaiet| araH3m e
oATST| UM ATSTH AGR SABRT IEABRIG TelgdT1” ( Sanmwkhangari

LamajwngP-52)

English rendering: [ | have told those cleaversobeiot to jump over the threads
loom. It makes complications. Are you going or nGi? to other places.]

In the winter season, the mother provides theildodm with warm clothes
weaved by them rather than buying it from the miagkel save money. We can see
in the novel that during the third Belagur burniiegtival Gwmsar, Gwmbwr and
many more have worn warm clothes. They have gathsit other children of the
village taking laru, pita, soufafsnacks prepared by crushing rice) in their hamb
enjoying the festival. They were given warm Hisintdothes by their mother to
wear at that time.

4.6.5 Handicr aft:

Making household stuffs by them is also a way aicoeng the economic
condition of Bodos. Most of the required houseHaidls of stuff made from woods
by themselves. Ploughing instruments, Jekhai, Khdkbamphlai are necessary
stuff of Bodos are made by them. They make it fwood, bamboo, etc. Through
this, they have rescued their economic conditiogesithen. Orga and his colleague
can be seen winding rope in the novel. Using aasalgi is clearly seen through
the character of Somaisri. She uses to wear heahedowith the help of his
salgandwi. She has placed her hand-looming instnumearby cow shed and start

weaving. Many required things such as Gbnsiwrki*?, makhd®, takri*, etc. are

® snacks prepared by crushing rice

° Warm cloth

1% one of the two beams of a handloom on which tiasyand woven cloths are rolled up.
" Round and long small stick used in a weaving loom

2 An implement made of bamboo to twist tread.

3 Made by bamboo for weaving

14 Made by bamboo for weaving
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made by themselves only. Bodo believe that loomukshnot be crossed over. The

author has shown the net looming thread of Mwdaakather in this novel.

4.7. Khwmsinifrai Swrangthing:

Katindra Swargiary's Novel 'Khwmsiniprai Swrangtjiins the novel that
fills the picture of the Boro society. In this ndvthe picture of the Bodo society
was depicted along with the image of the econonatus of the Bodo community.
The Bodo people's economic condition cannot bedtas a high rank. Many of the
Bodo people accepted cultivation as their main s@wf livelihood. Along with
cultivation, weaving, animal livestock, fishing, riting of animals, making things
with trees and bamboos have helped them in satgig thoney. In the novel, their
customs, merry-making, happiness — sadness cultmeesxpressed and also their
source of livelihood is depicted. They mainly cudtie crops with the help of cows.
With the development of science and technology,see the use of tractor in the
present world but earlier cows were accepted as itiegn source for cultivation. In
the novel we see, cultivation is done with the hefpcows. Along with that
domestication of hens, pigs, cows and the cals@wants and maid-servants in the
house are beautifully depicted in the novel.

The novelist targets and writes on the conflict tacurred between the two
communities, Bodo and Muslim of Barpeta distriatora the very beginning itself,
the Bodos and the Muslims lived together. Thougk fieople of both the
communities lived happily because of two peoplediflict arose and till today the
conflict did not come to an end. The novelist cosgmb the novel based on real
happenings of the Bodo society. He also portrdiéslbss of the economy of the
Bodo people because of the conflict between twoncaomties. Bodo people could
not plant paddy and also faced problem in travgllecause of the conflicts and
chaos in the Bodo villages. Bodo peoples businesg down and women were not
able to move out from their houses to collect valess, all these affected their

livelihood. The novelist says —

“TeIfshrae R Sifer g SeRAE s glelera iyt st g«
AR fearfa gIRfa fAERTT 3 W U= T 3R TG T gTRiA
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ORI &) @A @i [aRfa seardl ggrer s arday mer
BRI IMGERTA SRET 3R IMABRE! AFREA TG Fitolled I
ST Rl AT Sigele| 8 AT gied =l TehRIa Arbl-Aar
ARG FEATAT Waale AT d18fe 36@R Wremar|.. faaRfa arider Sifer
foreRrs, T, dtes @ret Uis g1ferT | ATET ST Srea s oA glieisT
YHRANT Mtk 9T FA@T| SAifhRer Masmeg d2r &, aAfawa
SraReTETer e At Al Sl St o i HEarfasTds S
FEAAT TR FRAGTABRT WA FIRAG A 36 gfeel AR AR
MEERT FABRY UEiART | & wragfamrat gice Norrasr a=fd aify
SRR @remAcAld AEA FABRI| o=l Wil SeImg™  Sileliel
ARG 38 ¢ AlTglar 79| Sifer SIERIATT Tt Tt 3TWTS gl AT
foaR@t seesaent|” (Kwmsiniprai Swrangthing, P-45)

English rendering: [All of us know that they haveeh targeting our community
from the very beginning. All those people of otttemmunities who have lived

close to them will be able to confess that becafigkeir native land and shifted to
another new place. Grazing their bulls and cowshanfield of the Bodo people,

cutting the ripen paddies from the field for feeglitheir cows and bulls, etc. were
some of the torturing act. Because of them our Bgide and maidens are unable to
go out for collecting vegetables, fishes, snagsn$, etc. Ladies traveling close to
their villages and happens to be late in the exgmo doubt they were in trouble.

We don't remember, the incident about five years, afyls studying in the high
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school in the Assamese language were going thrtheghvillage paddy field. All of
them were raped by Muslim boys. We take advantdgghemm because they are
trying to become worse. They are giving hands wmoaften, we have to rule them]
The first conflict between Bodo and Muslim is theident that took place in
the village Thaijouguri, finding the head of a deamv in the well of Beldang
Gambra. This incident spread all over the villagd the Bodo youngsters with full
anger broke the shops of the Muslim people, beanhthp and chased them. After
two days of talking, the chaos came down, the enehBodo tribe Kasem Ali and
Gopur Ali Khan with the help of Bodo boy name Rakhe make the situation
worse placed the head of pig at Mosque which wagtsid in the middle of the
market. Because of this act, Muslim people got aagd beat-up Bodo people who
were residing close to their village. On the otbele, Bodo people also beat the
Muslim people in the market. Though there was reatpr conflict besides the two
incidents. Kasem Ali and his group killed a BodoykRwndao as well as the
incident of rape case of a Bodo girl Hapang stireedimosity between the two
communities. These hatred led to burning of hoaseskilling of each other. The

novelist is expressing all these incidents anddks in his novel.

4.7.1. Agriculture:

When we go to speak on account of the economiassti#tthe Bodo people,
cultivation is the one. In the novel “Kwmsinnipi@ivrangting” the novelist portrays
the incidents of the North Barpeta Road (Barpes#idt), the conflicts between the
Bodo people and Muslim people and this is the nia@me of the novel. Rakheb is
the main character in the novel.

Rahkeb was born of a poor family from the Ouab#liage in the East South
corner of the market. His father Jwngdao and moftteleb cultivated crops in 20
bighas land and survive their lives. Both Jwngdad d@heleb did not have any
relatives. Both of them met each other at the tinaeir stay in one house and both
felt in love, later got married. The same way theyked in their 20 bighas of land
and somehow survive their livelihood. But Jwngdaxdvhen Rakheb was just one

and a half years old. In spite of the entire hagmsimother Theleb, brought up his
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son Rakheb. She gave education to her son, tillicaédtion by selling away her
four bighas of paddy field. 8 bighas of land welanped with paddy and with that
she managed her livelihood. After passing his roaltion, Rakeb headed to join
college. But he could not complete his studies beeaf the Bodoland movement.
When he was engaged in the movement, his mothdriteffor eternal rest.

Rakheb was one of the energetic members of thelBodanovement. After
his matriculation, he also joined college but hi# hes studies and got involved
himself in the movement. Bodo people demanded arasep state to make their
recognition strong. Many thought that they woulddide to stand on their feet if
they got separate state and their sadness woukl éraerged. Keeping hope upon
that many young boys got involved in the movemeat thinking of their own lives.
Among them was Rakheb, subsequently, they got BAdClater their across dispute
for those students who have forsaken their studiesording to the agreement of
Bodo after getting BAC Bodo people surrendered posver of Democratic
Movement 'Volunteer' to the government. The govemingave them the amount of
about 2 lakhs for the surrender volunteers. Rakbelsurrendered but he did not get
that money. He did not like to repair his house.alde also felt shy to work any
small jobs. He did not know how to plough even. ¢teit was very difficult for him
to get a job. His life turned miserable. Losing éspn all he becomes drug addicts
and gambler. He chose to be a bad person. Kasenod#li that advantage and
employed him to do unfair things to the societykiRe was drawn to it because of
money. We can say that he was influenced by donfigiuthings all because he did
not have money.

The first reason for the conflict between Bodos &hgslims that is bought
out in the novel is the incident which took planethie village called ‘Thaijouguri’.
The head of the dead cow was found in the well efdBhg Gambra. Beldang
Gambro was a rich man, having plenty of wealthwds a cultivator. He had a wife
Mwirati two sons namely Bilipang, Rwngdao and twaughters name Phwisali and
Jwnglari.

Beldang Gambra improved his economic life by caliivg crops in his land

with the help of servants. He kept two servantsen@ugdao and Jwngdao and one
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maid-servant name Dubri. He took agriculture asntiagn source of their livelihood
and kept servants and maid-servants always. Onea Bokdaw was coming back
home after ploughing, he saw landlady (Mirati) ahd maid Dubri trying to lift
something from the well. Mirati on noticing Bugdasked his help. Bugdao takes
the thing out from the well, and when it was braught they found that it was the
head of a dead cow. Soon the news spread likeddingito the near and far village
and there arose chaos.

One early morning, when Bugdao and Jwngdao wenplfmrghing to take
the field, they saw a dead body in the field. Adattime, many farmers were also
ploughing. After seeing the dead body both Bugdad dwngdao headed home.
They told everybody to whomever they met on the .Wa&jthin very short time
villagers and police came to the spot. After dismow that the dead body was a
Bodo boy’'s namely Rwndao. Bodo people got angryaromMuslim people and
took revenge upon them. Two days after the incidéasem Ali's group raped one
Bodo girl's namely Haphang. After observing the seduent incidents, the Bodo
boys grew angry and killed and burned down the ésusf the neighbouring
Muslims. Through the pictures of such incidentshie@ novel, the agriculture life of
the Bodo people is shown. Haphang and Narathi fitvaraibari village survived
their life by selling wine. Narathi's husband does have any land and earned his
life through daily (hazira) wages. Along with Haplgés grandpa and mom, they
lived in a small house together. Haphang did neetany brothers because of which
she end-up in selling wine. She also reared hedspays and collected money for

their survival.

4.7.2. Cattle Farming:

Rearing of hens, pigs, goats, and cows helpsdbeoenic life of the Bodo
people. Through the rearing of animals they cark lafter their family and from
time to time they can sell them in the market aatirgoney. It can save money in
many ways — When somebody comes into the housen where is a feast or

celebration in the house they can kill them andsawvney.
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In the novel, Beldang from the village of Thaijowgis seen rearing cows.
Early in the morning the servant, Bugdao of Beld@ambra went to the cows in
the field. Bodo people love cows and worship th&hey take care of their food and
health. The discovery of dead cow's head in thé evdeldang Gambra is the work
against the religion of Bodo people. They beligvat killing of cows, eating beef
and doing any injustice to cows is a big crime. @isezovery of dead cow's head in
the well of Beldang Bambra has become againstdlgian of Bodo people. They
thought the wrongful act would not be done by tleel® but by the Muslim people.
The Bodo boys grew angry went to the market, deahtand chased them all.

Cows are necessary for every Bodo cultivators.tkeir cultivation cow is
the first thing. In every village, we can see tharing of cattle by Bodo cultivators.
The untying of cows and taking them to the padeidfifor ploughing is the daily
work of every Bodo farmers. One day, both the sesvaf Beldang Gambra headed
out to the open field, carrying yoke — levellertbeir shoulder. They went after the
two pairs of bulls. Now, they cannot leave theikegoand leveller to the field,
because people steal them. Earlier, they usedat@ lthem in the paddy field itself.
Keep aside the thought of stealing, nobody doeshany to it. It was enough for
them to wake up and bring the bulls and make raatlye field. Now that they have
to carry yoke — leveller on their shoulder and mtwvéhe paddy field and when they
finish ploughing they have to carry them back hoBiggdao and Jwngdao were the
servants of Beldang Gambra. They are coming backehim the same manner
carrying the yoke, leveller on their shoulder. e ppaddy field, there was a corpse
of a person. Many people were also ploughing inr theld at that time. The dead
body of Rwndao was first noticed by them. The comaticonflict took the worst
image from that very time. However, the noveligdrto showcase the agriculture
life of the Bodo people along with such incidents.

In the novel, we also see the domestication of alsrand birds by women.
Some of the poor people make money by rearing pigss, etc. Haphang, from the
village Tharaibari are only two members in the figrai mother and herself. They
did not won any land, for which she became a waikes Besides selling wine she

reared hens and collected money, bought threackvevclothes. They used to buy
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clothes for themselves by rearing hens and sdifiegh. Any guest in the house was
served with those hens. Haphang wanted to buydhbbgaselling her hen. While
Rakheb had a strong desire to eat that hen witihdgdnvence irrritated Haphang to
have it. Rakheb followed her and aiming at whasdngs:

"I, FAlTel SI3GIAT A SaITe & Silgr”

“STIRIT ATl Tlefellot 16T GET GTalt Tog, TATa |

“ZH! ST STAI T Gra @l 31T Al STailet 19lleT AsTeT |

“FATSTEI | SIETT ST3HRT |

T 273 Ve ST et EAT| e ArIETe A gURAT grar 3Ry

AT HT AT FTHIE SRETIAT AT NN FeTeATo por |

“ET3oell AW FARAT AlATET | GG FARAT AN |

Y ST A selTsl AT gl gTHi3mI” (Khwmsiniprai SwrangthingP-63)

English rendering: [Hapang lets eat one of yoem.h"No! | have to sell

them and buy thread to weave dokona." Ish! Asafm not going to buy tread for
you to weave dokona." "No! let the hens grow littteore big." "maybe your
husband want to eat chicken kill one for him." Nalells to her daughter Haphang.
"Don't kill the big cock. Kill young one" Even thgh she did not want she agrees or
permits to kill one. "I will kill the young one oplwhy to kill the big cock.]

Like Haphang many of the Bodo women rear hens &mkens and this is
depicted in the character of Haphang in the novel.

4.7.3 Dahwna arw Ruathi (Servant and maid):

Many of the poor people have to survive theiedi\by staying servants and
maids. The parents of Rakheb, the main charaatetisei novel too were servants
and maid. Father Jwngdao did not have relativeshiom he could call them as his
dear ones. By staying as a servant in the housethldrs he maintained his
livelihood. When he was in the house of Neola Mahajwho is from the village
called Ouabari, which is close to the market, hgpeas to fall in love with a girl
named Theleb. On the other hand, Theleb also ddesve any dear ones; she lost
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her parents, relatives at the time of communal lmtrtfetween the Bodos and the
Nagas at Dwitang — Rengma. She left the place Dgyita Rengma and moved to
the South of Brahmaputra with other people. Sheecaiith tears on her eyes. She
was just at a growing stage. From the time she dantlee South of Brahmaputra,
she stayed in the house of rich people as 'Bok{adi'a helper) and later on as a
maid. While she was staying as a maid in the hofigéeola Mahajwn at Ouabari
village, she fell in love with Jwngdao and Marribédn. After their marriage,
Jwngdao worked in his twenty bighas of land andld@ihéoo planted paddy in their
land. They managed to have their own houses ardl flancultivation inspite of
being maids and servants. In this way, they livesrtlife happily.

In the novel, we also see the two servants BukdaoJavngblao and a maid
name Dubri. All of them are the servants and maidBeldang Gambra of
Thaijowguri village. The maid Dubri does the worksweeping, cooking, planting,
etc. All of them stay as servants and maids onlfjliteheir stomachs and to earn

money.

4.8 Summing Up:

Manaranjan Lahary's novel 'Kharlung' and 'Hainahfatus Bodo people's
economic picture. In the novel, he tries to Bodogle's agriculture, fishing, cattle
farming, servant and maid and handicraft procebsodgh the village Bamunkhura
and their people he beautifully reflects the candibf the Bodo people.

Through the novel Hainamuli, the economic statushef Bodos and their
living style is vividly projected. Gorgoram Mahajws a hard-working man with
wealth and riches. The villager of Dwikorguri ariee thearby villagers call him as
Mahajwn. The novelist focuses his family as thempot of the story. Highlighting
the family of Gorgoram Mahajwn, the lifestyle ofetiBodos and their agrarian
society such as the cultivation of paddy and déifértypes of crops depending on
the agriculture sector for their living is provekt.the same time, cattle farming and
domesticating of cows and oxen, chickens, pigstsgaad managing the household
works and agricultural activities by keeping mashsl servants are being projected
through the family of Gorgoram Mahajwn. The peojptem poor families without

lands and houses and those who are orphans; torsupyemselves financially
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staying as maids and servants can be traced iHdhemuli novel. The characters
of Rago and Nani are some of the pure exampleis lof ihe novel the characters of
Jwngblao, Rago, and Thibao showcases the imagenadrgs and the maids through
the characters of Dabati, Seoari, Baleng, and 8dla be seen. In this way, the
novelist has beautifully showcased the motive far development of the economic
status of the Bodo society.

Tiren Boro's novel 'Bigrai arw Dwisrai' and 'Deob reflect the economic
picture of the Bodo people. In the novel Bigrai dwisrai the novelist shows the
economic condition of the Bodo peoples. In the tioighe Bodoland movement,
Bodo peoples have faced many problems. Bodo peoplely cultivate to develop
their economic condition. Cattle farming also depelBodo people's economic
condition. Fishing and handicraft also help therhve their life.

In the novel 'Deobari’, the novelist focuses ondbenomic picture of Bodo
people. Through the novel, we see their way ofivatihg crops, investment of
money and a way to survive livelihood. The condisicof the Bodo Farmar are
showcased in the novel. The things which are usedyeday — Songgrai, Sandri,
Nanggal Jonggal, gaihen- Ual etc. are being usetthennovel. Bodo people got
many things from nature itself and saved moneyotber purposes. They also got
fishes, vegetables from nature and saved money. diilgvated rice for subsistence
and commercial and increase their economic life.tHa novel ‘Deobari’ the
economic life of the Bodo people are shown verartie The farmers — Deobari,
Theklo, Saoriya, Bonda, Naodra and all worked hanshaintain their economic life
and managed to live their life.

Katindra Swargiary's novel 'Sanmwkhangari lamajwaigd 'Khwmsinifrai
Swrangthing' novels reflect the economic picturéhef Bodo people. The economic
conditions of the Bodo have beautifully emergeatigh the novel 'Sanmwkhangari
Lamajwng’. Bodos are not well developed in econocaicditions. They used to live
by cultivating and collecting vegetables, fishiagd hunting from nature. They use
to make the required stuff on their own money. Thegd to collect every day's
vegetables, fish, meat from the forest or river atréams. These activities have

helped the poor in living. People belonging to p&amilies used to catch fishes,
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collect crabs and snails in the lake, which havenimdeen described by the author.
Most people of Swmbligudi village use to catch festher for eating or for selling
them which can be seen throughout the novel. Watssmsee that people are living
by fishing and collecting crabs and snails in Laagg Karbhanga, and Dubri Lake
in this novel.

In the novel ‘Khwmsinifrai Swrangthing’ the novdlislepicts the Bodo
society and also the economic life is depicted. Thiivation of Bodo people,
rearing of hen-pig, surviving life by staying semvand maid are seen in the novel.
The communal conflict between the Muslims and tloeld® resulted in the fall of
economic life. The Bodo people face various incommeces in their cultivation,
collecting vegetables, fishing, etc. Because of d¢beflict, they were not able to
cultivate crops finely and they were to leave th®uses and move to some other
places. In the novel, a very rich man having pleoitywealth, heading from an
aristocratic family is no shown. Growing crops,lisgl and buying of crops, selling
and buying them are also not depicted in the n&®iete they did not have any land
to cultivate, they are forced to get involved imsoother things, to survive. Because
Haphang and Narati did not have any land so, tlaytb sell wine to survive their

own family.



