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- EDITORIAL NOTE

This book 'An Anthology of Seminar Papers 'is a
comprehensive collection of twenty thought provoking articles.
The Research &Publication Cell of G L Choudhury College in

collaboration with IQAC have decided to publish the seminar

papers written by the faculty members which have not yet been
published anywhere as a part of Research Work Development

Programme. Itis mainly contributed by the teachers and other

staff members of the college on literary, economic, social and

“political issues of India in general and Assam in particular. -

The article written by Jagannath Barman,Principal i/c of the

college elaborately discussed about the aims and objectives of -
Asom Sahitya Sabha along with various concerns of this prestigious

institution of Assam. Sanjeeb Kumar Das and Sonmani Das have
very sincerely prepared their articles on Anthropology of North-
East India and Economic condition of a scheduled caste community
in the district of Barpeta. The articles on literature are written by
Rupamani Kakati,Juthika Talukdar,Hemanta Das and Deepamani
Medhi. MD. Ramjan Ali, Department of Political Science and
Kalyan ch. Talukdar, Department of English have jointly presented
their paper on the role of youth in Sustainable Agriculture. Babul
Sarkar of English Dept. has also highlighted Environmental issue
through his article.Ariticles on Economic issues like Skill
Development, a very important and contemporary issue like
Demonetisation and Cashless Economy are writtenby Piyali Ghosh
and Khanindra Kumar Nath respectively. Another importantissue
on National Integration is jointly prepared by Miran Hussain
Choudhury, Gias Uddin Ahmed and Rupanjit Das. An article
relating to Women Rights and its challenges in India is presented
by Jaya Biswas Kunda.Political problems like internal migration
is touched by Laba Kalita. Maikan Basumatary, Dept. of Bodo

(iv)

hashighlighted the contributions of women in Bodo literature. S I

Jadid Dept. of Education has analysed the .problems and -

prospects of primary.education. Abu Sumaand Madhurjya Deka
have focused on thelife of Dr. Bhupen Hazarika and Management
issues respectively. Gautam Bhatta of Computer Education has
explained systematically the impact of computer in Education.

I do hope that the articles of this book written by the learned
contributors would help the students, teachers and scholars in
pursuing their research activities. I do wish that this book would
inspire the teaching faculty of the college to write more thoughtful
articles in the future as well.

Thanks to the contributors of the book for which the
publication of the book has become a reality. My special thanks
to the Co-Ordinator of IQAC, Sanjeeb Kr. Das who suggested
the Research and Publication Cell of GL Choudhury College to
publish the compilation of seminar papers as a book. My heartfelt
thanks to the Principal, Jagannath Barman for assuring the cell
that he would extend any kind of help and co-operation in
connection with publication of the book. I would like to convey
my thanks to all my colleagues, office staff and all others who
helped me in this task. I offer my thanks to Sujit Karmakar of
Binayak Press who takes sincere initiative to make the publication
of the book within a very short span of time.

EDITOR
Jaya Biswas Kunda
Asst. Professor, Dept. of Economics.
Convenor, Research Cell,
GL Choudhury College
Barpeta Road, Assam
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So are the political mobilizations and the violent conflicts
and antagonisms which have arisen from time to time
among and between persons from its distinctive cultural
groups. However, it is important to note that neither
political mobilization nor ethnic and cultural
‘antagonisms flow naturally out of India’s diversities. India
has been generally characterized as a society divided by
caste and caste antagonisms. Caste mobilization and
inter-caste conflict have occurred in India since the late
hineteenth century among many such groups. Moreover,
in the 1970s and 1980s, inter-caste conflicts between
so called backward and upper caste groups became
intense in several states. Also Migration of person from
one linguistic region to anothér, particularly to the
relatively less densely populated tribal regions of the
country and to the northeastern state of Assam and to
the major metropolitan centers such as Bombay and
Delhi have also produced situations which have
sometimes, but not always, led to migrant-nativist
political conflicts.

Maintenance of unity in diversity has been the
major plank of these nations in their endeavours at
national growth. Similarly, India has also been striving
for seeking unity in diversity especially in the light of pre-
independence political p'ast, this problem assumed
special significance. At the time of independence of India,
there were 5665 princely states besides the British Indian
provinces. Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru and Sardar Ballabh Bhai
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Patel tried their best to unite all states and provinces
into one nation that is - Union of States of India. The
'Instrument of Accession' was signed by the rulers of the
princely states and thus the desire to be integrated as a
nation was felt perhaps for the first time after the
independence. : :

Meaning of National Integration: The term national
integration has been defined by different scholarsin their
own way. In simple words we can define national
integration as a process that entails a general patriotic
consciousnhess and nationally constructive endeavour of
various groups and' sub-groups to achieve common
welfare, solidarity, identification and involvement.
According to Dr. Radhakrishnan National Integration is it
not a house which could be built by mortar and bricks. It
is not an industrial plan too which could be discussed
and implemented by experts. Integration, on the country,
is a thought which must go into the heads of the people.
It is the consciousness which must awaken the people
atlarge. While H. A. Gani considers National Integration
as a socio-psychological and educational process through
which a feeling of unity, solidarity and cohesion develops
in the hearts of the people and a sense of common
citizenship of feeling of loyalty to the nation is fostered
among them. Onthe other hand according to Prof. Myron
Weiner, National Integration implies avoidance of divisive
movements that would balkanize the nation and
presence of attitudes throughout the society that give




preference to national and public interest as distinct from
parochial interest. He asserts that national integration
implies four things:

Firstly, it is a process of bringing together culturally
and socially-discreet groups into a single territorial unit
and the establishment of national identity.

Secondly, it is a process of establishing a national,
central authority, over subordinate political units and
regions which may or may not coincide with distinct
cultural or social groups.

Thirdly, it binds the various governments existing
in different parts of the country. : |

Finally, it implies evolving of certain minimum
values which are hecessary to maintain a social order.
Therefore in brief, national integration means that while
retaining the diversity, we must strive for achieving the
unity of hearts irrespective of our religion, race, creed,
language and sex.

Problems of National Integration from various
dimensions: The problem of national integration in India
entails three distinct aspects which are of equal
importance. These are Political Dimension, Economic
Dimensions and Socio-Cultural Dimensions.

When our country attained independence, thefirst
and foremost problem that confronted our leaders was
that of integrating the princely states into Indian
Dominion. With the creation of the Dominions of India
and Pakistan, British paramountcy over the Indian States

I

lapsed and their rulers had the option of joining either
the Dominion of India or Pakistan or remain independent.
This provision of the Indian Independence Act of 1947
was extremely dangerous as it seriously threatened the
unity of the Indian Dominion. But the statesmanship of .
Sardar Patel triumphed and he successfully brought

- about the integration of the states into the Dominion of

India. In 1950, when India became a sovereign Republic,
she was a federation composed of units which were
divided into four groups- Part A, consisting of former
Governor's provinces; Part B, the former princely states
or unions of such states; Part C, made up of former Chief
Commissioner's provinces and a few princely states; and
Part D, the Andaman & Nicobar Islands. But the
population of Andhra was not satisfied with this
arrangement. The Government was forced to constitute
an Andhra State comprising the northern areas of
Madras. Later Government formed the States

‘Reorganization Commission in 1953 to reorganize the

country on linguistic.basis. The State's Reorganization
Act was passed by Parliament in August 1956 and
provided the division of India into 14 States and 6 Union
Territories. But the movement for political reorganization
either on linguistic ground or in the name of
administrative efficiency continued and now the Indian
Union consists of 28 states and 7 Union Territories. This
Act not only divided the country on a linguistic basis, it
also established Zonal Councils into which the territory




of India has been divided- Northern, Southern, Eastern,
Western and Central. The movements for further division
of the existing States are going on in different parts of
the country. The people of Vidarbha, Telengana, Kumaon
and Garhwal, Rohilkhand and Bundelkhand, Gorkha,
Khalistan want a"sepéi‘a't'ed States of their own. In Assam
also, which was divided into several parts, movement
~ for Bodoland, Kamatapur are going on still for further
division of the States. Moreover, in India, Centre-State
tension over the allocation of funds, share in allocation
of funds, share in projects tend to affect the political
process in the country. ‘

The economic aspect of the problem of national
integration is more challenging than any other éspect.
When the British left, the country was extremely
backward economically. When the country became
independent, it was confronted with the gigantic problem
of economic transformation of society, and this could
be done only by initiating a technological and scientific
revolution. But in spite of all the progress the nation had
achieved it cannot be said t_haf the problem of national
integration has been solved. The new rulers of the country
have not yet been able to build a fully industrialized
society. Industrialization is confined to a few selected
cities and industrial areas; the bulk of the rural areas
remain unaffected by the economic and technological
changes brought about by industrialization. The Indian
society has been polarized as never before into two

|

classes- the majority who are impoverished and have
little or no property of their own, and a minority who
are taking the utmost advantage of opportunities for
developing themselves into millionaires and
multimillionaires. Extreme of poverty and extreme of
opulence both hinder the process the national
integration. Those who are on the verge of starvation,
half-naked and illiterate cannot be expected to be
inspired by a high sense of patriotism, national honour
and dignity. And similarly those who roll in ill-gotten
wealth can never be patriotic. lll-gotten wealth and
patriotism do not sit together.

Besides politico-economic problems, there are
socio-cultural aspects of national integration. In a'land
given with cultural heterogeneity of cultures, religions
and races, India's major concernis to create homogenous
outlook out of the prevailing social diversities and
conflicts. In view of the different modes of life from place
to place according to geographical conditions, historical
tradition and regional peculiarities, there is a cultural
heterogeneity in India. But despite the cultural
heterogeneity from Kashmir to Kanyakumari, from Kutch
to Arunachal Pradeseh, there is a running thread of
community among all the cultures prevalent in the
country. Our co(mtry's history is a witness to various
endeavours of political and cultural unification made by
kings and emperor. Chandragupta Maurya and Asoka in
ancient times and Akbar in medieval times strove

T




towards unifying the divisive forces to ensure social
stability, national unity and political viability. Even the
British consolidation in India involved a sense of Indian
nationalism by overcoming the artificial barriers of caste,
creed or religion. The in'troductio_n of English language
gave rise to forces of sti:Ong nationalism. The framers of
the Constitution, who were fully conscious of the
diversity of Indian society, decided to adopt a federal
polity which could best meet needs of the diverse
sections of the society. They realized that it would not
be possible to preserve the unity and integrity of the
country unless a strong centre was provided. But despite
this certain factors like the vast size of the (ﬁountry and
complex nature of Indian society has prev,enfed growth
of homogenous polity. Presence of different religions,
languages and cultures has also hampered the growth
of a common national outlook. Above all the difference
between rural and urban and conflict between forces of
obscurantism and modernization have posed a serious
challenge to national integration.

Role of National Conferences and Councils : The
then Prime Minister, Jawaharlal Nehru, convened
National Integration Conference in September-October,
1961 to find ways and means to combat the evils of
communalism, casteism, regionalism, linguism and
and to formulate definite
conclusions in order to give a lead to the country. The
National Integration Conference was held for the first

narrow-mindedness,
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time at New Delhi from 28 September to 1 October 1961,
and was attended by the Prime Minister, the Union
Cabinet Ministers, the Chief Ministers of the States,
leaders of various political parties, prominent
educationist, journalists, scientist etc. The reasons for
convening such a Conference were explained by Jawahar
Lal Nehru while welcoming the participants. He said, "We
ventured to ask you to attend the conference not because
some sudden catastrophe was overwhelming us, or the
country was on the verge of disintegration and that it
should be pulled together, but because we thought that
at this present movement in our history, we should lay
some stress on this problem and turn the people's minds
in a particular direction”. The conference noted that the
political parties played a major role in fomenting
linguism, casteism, communalism and regionalism,
therefore, the conference evolved a code of conduct for
them. The pnnuples evolved by the conference were as
follows:

a)  No political party should indulge in activities which
aggravate the existing differences or cause tension
between various castes, communities or linguistic
groups.

b) Political parties should not take to agitational
methods for the redress of communal, linguistic
or regional grievances of any section.

¢) They must desist from obstructing and disturbing
the meetings and procession, etc., organized by
other political parties.




d) Political power should not be used to
promote party ends.

e) The Government on its part agreed not to
impose undue restrictions on civil liberties of
people or employ measures which interfered
with the norrﬁal:functioning of the political
parties

The Conference also admitted the important role

which education could play in the national integration.
It favoured a uniform and cohesive education policy and
even favoured transfer of education to the concurrent
list. As per the recommendation of National Integration
Conference, it was decided to set up a National
Integration Council (NIC) to review all matters pertaining
to national integration and to make recommendations
thereon. The NIC consists of Prime Minister(Chairman),
Union Home Minister, Chief Ministers of States, seven

leaders of the Political Parties, Chairman of the UGC, two

educationist, Commissioner for Scheduled Castes and

Scheduled Tribes, and seven members to be nominated

by the Prime Minister was constituted.

The main objectives of the NIC were as follows:

1)  Tomake abid to build up national life on the basis
of common citizenship, unity in diversity, freedom
of religion, secularism, equality, justice and
fraternity among all communities.

2) The NIC noted with concern the increase in
communal incidents in different parts of the

¥

country over the past few years and emphasized

that the vast majority of common men and women,

irrespective of their religious affiliations, lived in
peace and harmony and had no interest in violence
and disorder. ;

3) It condemned tendencies that hit at the root of
national solidarity and called upon all political
parties, voluntary organizations, the press, leaders
and men of good will to bring such activity to a
halt. ' ;

4)  The NIC emphasized that it was not the task of
government alone to strengthen the forces of
integration. This was the joint responsibility of all
citizens, poIiticiéns, educationist, writers, teachers,
intellectuals, trade union leaders, etc.

5)  Toinvite all regardless of their linguistic, religious,
ethnic or cultural affiliations to join in this great
and urgent task of promoting national unity and
solidarity.]

Soon after its establishment the NIC set up two sub-
tommittee to deal with the problems of National
Integration and Communalism, and Committee on
National Integration and Sepératism. These sub-
committees were headed by Ashok Mehta and
Ramaswamy lyar. These were however, not taken
seriously. Between 1961 and 1968 several communal
rots broke out in the country and there were authursts
ol violence on the basis of religion, region and caste,




In the mid sixties fresh communal and linguistic
riots occurred and posed a serious threat to the unity
. and integrity of the country. Therefore in 1968 Mrs.
Indira Gandhi decided to convene the Second National
Integration Conference. The conference set up three
committees to report'on'the problem of regionalism,
communalism and linguism respectively. These

committees after due deliberations, recommended the

setting up of an elaborate intelligence machinery to keep
a watch on the activities of various groups which spread
hatred among the various sections of society. The
committees also suggested certain amendments in the
Indian Penal Code to deal with the people who promoted
animosity between various sections of people on
grounds of religion, caste, race etc. It was also suggested
that the newspapers which preached disunity and spread
discord should be prosecuted.

A National Convention against Communalism was
held under the Chairmanship of J.P. Narayan. The
Convention held organizations like RSS responsible for
the communal disturbances. The All Indi_a Congress
Committee at its meetings held in June 1970 pleaded
for restrictions of Communal organizations like RSS and
Jamat-e-Islami.

waork for combating forces of Communalism and national
disunity. J.P. Narayan Was made the first president of
the Insani Biradari, while Shiekh Abdullah, the Chief
Minister of J&K became its vice president. However,
smooth working of the Insani Biradari was obstructed
il nccount of insistence by certain delegates. Another
arganization Khudai Khidrﬁatgarwas formed to promote
National Integration. This organization based on the
puttern of Khan Abdul Gaffar Khan's Red Shirt Band of
the pre-Independence days was designated as Khudai
IKhidmatgar. The organization stood for prevention of
tommunal violence and pleaded to work for
rehabilitation. Subhadra Joshiformed the Sampradayikta
Virodhi Committee to curb communalism and promote
pational integration. The Committee passed a number
ol resolutions and suggested certain measures to the
Government of India to deal with the problem of
communalism. In one of the resolutions the Committee
held the RSS-Jan Sangh responsible for disrupting the
secular character of Indian polity. In another resolution
It appealed to the Government to exclude the
feprosantative of communat parties from the National
Integration Council and ban the para-military
organization. Through another resolution, the Committee
appealed to the Muslims to refrain from embarking on

Role of NGOs:
Insani Biradari, a Non-Official organization was the path of a separatist communal politics.
formedin 1970 and tr’ﬁs organization was open to People Ihe task of national integration was taken more
i i 3 : e peri i ergency lrom
of all caste, creed and Political affiliations and was to ABriously during the period of national emergency
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1975 to 1977. In November 1976 the Working Group of
the NIC under the chairmanship of Mrs. Indira Gandhi
suggested a Seven Point action programme for achieving

recommended by the Group included:
1) Ending the hold of obscurantist and extremist
elements over sections of population.
2) Foster the growth of positive elements of
~modernity in all spheres of life.

3) Ending of suspicions and prejudices about minority

communities. : : _
| 4) Countering the evil of clannishness.
5) Free mixing of children belongs to various
professions and faiths.
6) Highlighting through mass media of the forces
which brought different faiths closer to each other.
7)  Curbing extremist tendencies loser to each other.
In 1980, the Congress Government under Mrs. Indira
Gandhi decided to revive the NIC which had become
defunct. The announcement by the Prime Minister to
revive the NIC did not receive favourable response from
the leaders of various political parties. However, slowly
the opposition died out and ultimately most of these
leaders agreed to attend the meeting of the NIC. The NIC
held its meeting on 12 November 1980. In the main there
were three items on the agenda for discussion, viz,
national integration in the light of communal harmony,
northeastern problems and the education system. The

hational integration. The seven point action

——

communal disharmony was attributed by some speakers
L0 the economic and social imbalances. It was asserted
thut the flare-ups like in Jharkhand, Orissa and north
shstern region were due to regional imbalances. In 1985
Conpress(l) government of Rajib Gandhi decided to
reconstitute the National Integration Council. In 1986,
the NIC set up a 21 member committee to function on
continuing basis to formulate short-term and long-term
measures for preserving national integrity. It suggested
restrictions on religious procession which have the
potential of creating troubles. Within few months of its
coming into power the National Front Government
announced the formation of a 100 member National
Integration Council with V.P.Singh as its Chairman in
1990. The council was given fully representativercharacter
by including in it top officials, spokesman of labour,
representatives of eight national party and 17 regional
party, 40 eminent public figures, representative of
minorities, businessman, several profession, the mass
media and five women. It was announced that the Council
would function as a forum of effective initiatives on all
lssues of national concern. The new Govt. of P.V.
Narasimha Rao also pinned its hopes of the NIC for the
preservation of the unity, integrity and secular
democratic polity of India. In Nov, 1991 it convened a
meeting of the NIC which took stocks of the situation
arising due to stand of UP government on the issue of
Ram Janambhumi- Babri Masjid structure. The meetings




of NIC were occasionally held between 1992-2005 and
- several resolutions were passed. But few attempts were
done to implement these resolutions. The UPA

Government reconstituted the NIC. A meeting of the NIC - |

was held in August 2005, after a gap of around 13 years.
In his speech PM Dt. Manmohan Singh described
communalism,. terrorism, treason, separatiém and
violence as the biggest threats to National Integration,
He also called upon all political parties, social activists

and community leaders to make collective efforts for this

purpose. The 14th meeting of the NIC was held on 13
October, 2008. It strongly condemned communalism,
terrorism and naxal violence. The Prime Minister and

some other speakers expressed anguish over the tragic -

events in Orissa, Karnataka and Assam. NIC meeting
recommended the creation of a standing committee of
government and non-government NIC members for
monitoring the situation and advising the government
accordingly. National Integrafion continues to be
currently living under the stress resulting from
“communalism, communal riots, violence, terrorism and
activities of MNS in Maharastra. The NIC also raised its
voice against spreading anti-Christian violence in India.
The 15th meeting of the National Integration Council was
held in New Delhi on 10 Sept'ember 2011. Addressing
the Council, the Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh said

together to confront the challenges to our internal

that the Centre and State Governments have to work

security and we will strive hard for greater coordination

not only between the Centre and the States but also

within States. Dr. Manmohan Singh said that the

problems of terrorism and Left Wing Extremism

constitute two major challenges that our society and

polity face today. He further said that we must

continuously upgrade and strengthen our investigative

agencies and our intelligence gathering apparatus to deal

more effectively with the newer methods and

technologies that the terrorists and naxals adopt. The
NIC has been in existence since 1961 and the country
has been facing the threat posed by the forces of
disintegration, terrorism, violence, communalism,
parochialism and regionalism. More and more Indian
cities have been coming under the shadow of
communalism.

Forces Promoting National Integration: Our
founding fathers of the constitution were aware that
there were threats to our unity from various forces.
Consequently, certain safeguards were placed in our
Constitution. These took the form of certain ideals and
principles like Secularism, Democracy and Social Equality
that are guaranteed under our Fundamental Rights. Thus,
our Constitution is the most important force that
promotes national in'tegration« Moreover other factors
like National Festivals, National Symbols,
Communication, Media, Music, Sports, Etc. play a
significant role in promoting National Integration.
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Secularism: India is a secular state. This means that
each citizen of our country has the right to practice his
or herreligion. The government cannot show preference
to one religion at the expense of other. The NICaccepted
that secularism was theiq_léa! condition and a historical
necessity of India. It should be strengthened and made a
way of life. : A _

Democracy: As a democratic state all the citizens
of India are equal under the law of the country. Our
Fundamental Rights and Directive Principles of State
Policy specifically state that each citizen is equal in every
way. People cannot be discriminated against on the basis
of difference of caste, religion, language and culture.

National Festivals - It also acts as an important unifying '

force. Independence Day, Republic Day and Gandhi
Jayanti are celebrated by all Indians and in all parts of
the country regardless of language, religion and culture.
- They remindtus of our common nationality.

The National Symbols like the National Flag, the
National Anthem and the National Emblem also help to
remind us that we are all united. For the reason we stress
on the importance of showing proper respect to these
symbols. These act as strong unifying forces both intimes
of celebration and adversity.

Other forces like the communication system and
the mass media help in the exposure to all the cultures
of different regions of India. Thus bringing the whole
country togetherness as one nation.' Moreover Music and

Sports also plays an important role in building national
integration. 5 i
Communalism and national integration:
Communalism was part and parcel of the British policy
of 'Divide and Rule'. The origin of communalism can be
treated to the pre-independence days of India. After the
revolt of 1857, the British followed the policy of 'Divide
and Rule" and they began to instigate the Muslim against
the Hindus and vice versa. The main factors and forces
which have encouraged the growth of communalism in
India are-
1)  Economic backwardness of Muslims
2) Communal parties and organizations
})  Appeasement policy of Indian National Congress
4) Election politics
5) Communal Media, Literature and Text Books
6) Separation and Isolationism among Muslims
7)  Hindu Chauvinism ;
#) Political opportunism
In spite of the Secular nature of our polity,
communalism is thriving in the country and now it
constitutes a serious threat to the unity and integrity of
the nation. The major religious communities in India are-
the Hindus, the Muslims, the Sikhs, the Christians and
the Buddhist. The Muslims constitute the largest minority
community. The Hindus constitutes more than 80% of
the total population of the country. Whether they are or
not a religious community is a hotly debated issue. Most
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of the Hindus deny that they are a religious community.
Their argument is that they have neither 2 common
creed, nor a common religious group, nor a common
religious Ieadership. However, the non-Hindus do not
subscribe to this view. Majority communalism, minority
communalism, Hindu communalism, Muslim
communalism, Sikh communalism, Christian

Communalism, linguistic communalism and regional

communalism continue to be the hard and sad realities

of Indian society. These evils continue to impose serious

strains on the process of National Integration.
Methodology of the Research paper: Itis normally

understood that the methodology refers to the methods

and techniques of the study adopted by the researcher.
However, it is considered opinion of the present
researchers that it may be something more than a routine
exposition of methods and techniques. It is our belief
that methodology of the theory or theoretical
assumptions or the conceptual framework developed in
the study. The basic method to be followed in this study
will be documentary and empirical. It may be pointed
out that while considering the various primary sources
itis the primary responsibility of the scholar to check up
the authenticity of the documents and facts. Usually the
problem of authenticity of sources arises more in case
of manuscripts than the printed documents because the
printed documents have already been authenticated by
the editor. Being a history research scholar he has to

confirm the authenticity of document by number of tests
such as - authorship, date of document, textual accuracy
and the internal criticism. If the secondary sources are
used in this study, their names, where they are available
should be given. Thus the study of this research problem
will be based on an indepth examination of primary and
secondafy source materials..

Concluding Observation: It is evident from the
above discussion that efforts have been made both by
the government as well as the non-governmental
organizations to highlight and check the factors which
pose a threat to national integration and unity of the
country. However, it cannot be denied that still there
are numerous disintegrating elements in operation which
pose a serious threat to achievement of national
integration. Some of the challenges to National
Integration in India are Communalism, Regionalism,
Linguism, Terrorism, Existence of some communal
organization, Sectarianism, Casteism, politics of
reservation versus anti-reservation, regional imbalances,
cross border terrorism, presence of unemployment and
corruption, poverty, underdevelopment, illiteracy,
ignorance, crisis of values, etc,. It has been argued by
certain scholars that these disintegrating elements shall
continue to operate so long the country is not able to
attain social and economic democracy. They hold that
once these objectives are attained the disintegrating

factors shall automatically disappear.
sokok ok sk skkok kg
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SUSTAINABLE AGRICULTURE
AN URGENT NEED

Presented by,

Md. Ramjan Ali

Kalyan Chandra Talukdar,
G. L. Choudhury College,

Barpeta Road

In simple words sustainable agriculture is a kind
of production of food, fibre, plant and Animal using
farming techniques conducive to the protection of
environment, public health human communities and
animals as well. This form of agriculture enables us to
produce healthful Food without compromising future
generation's ability to do the same.

‘The Green Revolution started during 1960, s
inspired the use of chemical fertilizer and pesticides
which created some health problem. Therefore the
agriculturist started thinking about sustainable
agriculture for the first time which emerged during
1980, s. Sustainable agriculture has a number of
benefits such as environmental preservation, protection
of public health and upholding animal welfare. Such
kind of sustainable agriculture is health oriented not only
for present but also for future one.

In view of the above discussions, we propose to

23

!



prepare a topic under the title SUSTAINABLE
AGRICULTURE : AN URGENT NEED. In this connection
- weshall collect necessary. datafrom secondary sources.
Of course we shall collect some primary data with the
help of personal interviews with some cultivators. But

we shall try our Best: to give our own views in the

concluding part.
INTRODUCTION:

The word 'sustainable' has become very popular
these days and is used to describe many different things.
In this lesson we will explore how sustainability is
associated with agriculture and the benefits and issues
of this type of farming.In this regard, sustainable

“agriculture is the production of food fibre or other plant
oranimal products using farming techniques that protect
the environment, public health human communities and
animal welfare. Sustainable Agriculture Initiative
Platform defines it, "Sustainable agriculture is the
efficient production of saife, high quality agricultural
products, in a way that protects and improves the natural
environment, the social and economic conditions of
farmers, their employees and local communities, and

safeguards the health and welfare of all farmed species."

MEANING OF SUSTAINABLE AGRICULTURE:

If we are asked what kind or quality of food we
would like to consume? The answer mostly will be: food
that is grown more naturally or food that is enhanced
by spraying it with pesticides or applying chemical
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fertilizers? Most people would prefer the natural food
that is free of chemicals and artificial enhancements.
Unfortunately, the majority of food we consume is
produced using industrialized agriculture, which is a type
of agriculture where large quantities of crops and
livestock are produced through industrial techniques for
the purpose of sale. This type of agriculture relies heavily
on a variety of chemicals and artificial enhancements,
such as pesticides, fertilizers, and genetically modified
organisms. This type of agriculture also uses a large
amount of fossil fuels and large machines to manage the
farm land. Although industrialized agriculture has made
it possible to produce large quantities of food, due to
the negative aspects of this technique, there has been a
shift towards sustainable agriculture.

Sustainable agriculture is a typé of agriculture that
focuses on producing long-term crops and livestock while
having minimal effects on the environment. This type of
agriculture tries to find a good balance between the need
for food production and the preservation of the ecological
system within the environment. In addition to producing
food, there are several overall goals associated with
sustainable agriculture, including conserving water,
reducing the use of fertilizers and pesticides, and
promoting biodiversity in crops grown and the
ecosystem. Sustainable agriculture also focuses on
maintaining economic stability. of farms and helping
farmers improve their techniques and quality of life.
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There are many farming strategies that are used
that help make agriculture more sustainable. Some of
the most common techniques include growing plants
that can create their own nutrients to reduce the use of
fertilizers and rotating crops in fields, which minimizes
pesticide use because th‘eicroi'ps are changing frequently.
Another common technique is mixing crops, which
reduces the risk of a disease destroying a whole crop
and decreases the need for pesticides and herbicides.
Sustainable farmers also utilize water management
systems, such as drip irrigation, that waste less water.
GROUNDS FOR THE EMERGENCE OF SUSTAINABLE
AGRICULTURE:

Theinterestin the sustainabiiity of agricultural and
food systems can be traced to environmental concerns
that began to appear in the 1950s-1960s. However, ideas
about sustainability date back at least to the oldest
surviving writings from China, Greece and Rome. Teday,
concerns about sustainability centre on the need to
develop agricultural technologies and practices that: (i)
do not have adverse effects on the environment (partly
because the environment is an important asset for
farming), (ii) are accessible to and effective for farmers,
and (iii) lead to both improvements in food productivity
and have positive side effects on environmental goods
and services. Sustainability in agricultural systems
incorporates concepts of both resilience (the capacity of
systems to buffer shocks and stresses) and persistence

(the capacity of systems to continue over long periods),
and addresses many wider economic, social and
environmental outcomes.

‘In recent decades, there has been remarkable
growth in agricultural production, with increases in food
production across the world since the beginning of the
1960s. Since then, aggregate world food production has
grown by 145%. In Africa it rose by 140%, in Latin
America by almost 200% and in Asia by 280%. The
greatest increases have been in China, where a fivefold
increase occurred, mostly during the 1980s-1990s. In
industrialized countries, production started from a higher
base; yet it still doubled in the USA over 40 years and
grew by 68% in Western Europe (FAO 2005).

Over the same period, world population has grown
from three billion to more than six billion, imposing an
increasing impact of the human footprint on the Earth
as consumption patterns change (Kitzes et al. 2008;
Pretty 2007). Again though, per capita agricultural
production has outpaced population growth (Hazell&
Wood 2008): for each person today, there is an additional
25% more food compared with in 1960. These aggregate
figures, however, hide important regional differences. In
Asia and Latin America, per capita food production
increased by 76 and 28%, respectively. Africa, though,
has fared badly, with food production per person 10%
lower today than in 1960. China, again, performs best,
with a trebling of per capita food production over the
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same period. These agricultural production gains have
lifted millions out of poverty and provided a platform
for rural and urban economic growth in many parts of
the world. i

However, these advances in aggregate productivity
have not brought reductions in the incidence of hunger
for all. In the early twenty-first century, there are still
more than 800 million people hungry and lacking
adequate access to food. A third are in East and Southeast
Asia, another third in South Asia, a quarterin sub-Saharan
Africa and 5% each in Latin America/Caribbean and in
North Africa/Near Eaéf. Nonetheless, there has been
progress, as incidence of undernourishment was 960
million in 1970, comprising a third of all people in
developing countries at the time.

Despite this progress in food output, it is probable
that food-related ill health will remain widespread for
many people. As world population continues to increase,
until at least the mid-twenty-first century (UNPD 2005),
the absolute demand for food will also increase. Increasing
~ incomes will also mean that people will have more
purchasing power and this will increase the demand for
food. But as diets change, demand for the types of food
will also shift radically, with large numbers of people
going through the nutrition transition. In particular,
increasing urbanization (figure 1) means people are more
likely to adopt new diets, particularly consuming more

meat, fats and refined cereals, and fewer traditional

e ——

cereals, vegetables and fruits (Popkin 1998).
BENEFITS OF SUSTAINABLE AGRICULTURE:

There are many benefits of sustainable agriculture,
and overall, they can be divided into human health
benefits and environmental benefits. In terms of human
health, crops grown through sustainable agriculture are

better for people. Due to the lack of chemical pesticides.

and fertilizers, people are not being exposed to or
consuming synthetic materials. This limits the risk of
people becaming ill from exposure to these chemicals.
In addition, the crops produced through sustainable
agriculture can also be more nutritious because the
overall crops are healthier and more natural.
Sustainable agriculture has also had positive impacts of
the environment. One major benefit to the environment
is that sustainable agriculture uses 30% less energy per
unit of crop yield in comparison to industrialized
agriculture. This reduced reliance on fossil fuels results
in the release of less chemicals and pollution into the
environment. Sustainable agriculture also benefits the
environment by maintaining soil quality, reducing soil
degradation and erosion, and saving water. In addition
to these benefits, sustainable agriculture also increases
biodiversity of the area by providing a variety of
organisms with heallthy and natural environments to live
in.
FINDINGS OF PERSONAL INTERVIEWS:

We have attempted to take personal interviews
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with 45 Farmers of the village Raypur, Barbarijhar and
Joshihari under Barpeta District with the help of
sampling. By these interviews we have surprised to know

- that 90% of them are illiterate. They know nothing about
sustainable agriculture. They use more and more
chemicalfertilizer and pesticides with the motto of more
production and more 'prof,it. They never follow
instructions given regarding the use of pesti"cides. As a
result they have to suffer from various diseases. By doing
such type of activities, they have been contributing to
the lots of damage to the nature indirectly:
SUGGESTIONS:.

From the practical point of view and after the
thread bare discussion on the sustainable Agriculture,
we would like to put forward the following suggestions
for the sustainable Agriculture:

a) First of all the farmers should be educated.

Knowledge of sustainable Agriculture should be

imparted to the farmers with the help awareness

programmes. They should be made aware about
the side effect of the indiscriminate use of chemical
and pesticides. In this regard the Government, the
hon-government organizations, clubs, educated
‘personalities and educated youths can play a major

role.
b)  Much emphasis should be laid on the bio- fertilizers

and eco friendly systems which can provide a eco

friendly atmosphere to the living organisms of the
present earth especially for the human being and

the future generations of this earth.
30

c) Neem and such type medicinal plants can be use
as the effective pesticides. In this regard the
Government should take initiative to make popular
to use the herbal plants for the substitute of
pesticides. At the same time some living insects
which can be used to subdue the other harmful
insects. '

d)  Asfaras possible natural water sources should be
used as irrigation instead of indiscriminate use of
deep water irrigation system. Deep irrigation
system will damage the fertility of the land in
future.

e) Much emphasisshould be laid on plantation. In this
case one can follow the example of Jadav Payeng
of Assam who is known as the forest man of India

CONCLUSION:

To sum up the discussion on the matter over
Agriculture Sustainability, it can be said that if the
sustainable agriculture can be materialized it would be
possible to meet our healthful food demands without
killing agricultural possibility of our future generations.
We hope that the Government in near future would
undertake bold step for sustainable agriculture to save
the people from possible ruin of human race of this earth.

Reference: :
http:royalsocietypublishing.org.9th March 2016.
Summary of Personal Interviews of the peasants has
been added in the writing above. -
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Impact of Computer in Education
on Teaching Learning Process

GOUTAM BHATTA
, G.L Choudhury College,
Barpeta Road, Assam, India

Today's educational system are largely devoted to

.'fostering the development and implementation of

computer technology in education. This article an'alyses
the skills and competences needed for the knowledge
based society and reveals the role and impact of using
computer technology to the teaching and learning
processes. Also, the aim of this paper is to reveal the
outcomes of a study conducted in order to determine
theimpatt of using computer technology in teaching and
learning Management and to propose hew opportunities
for the process improvement. The findings of this study
related to the teachers' and students' perc'eptions about
using computer technology for teaching and learning
could open further researches on computer technology
in education and their educational and economic
implications.

Introduction:

Formal education, training and lifelong learning
providers face nowadays a rapidly changing societal and
economic environment. There is an increasing demand
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tofind new ways to equip teachers, students and workers
with the competences and skills they need for the

knowledge-based society and economy. Large parts of .

the existing workforce need re-skilling to ensure
employability due to rapid technological change and an
increasingly service-oi'iented economy.

In this context, education implies tOday hot only a
singular, computational use of new technologies, but the
promotion of engaged peer interactions with a shared
computer activity. The interdependence of
communicative interaction, new technologies, the
development of computer applications, the design of
computer-based tasks and focused activity for learners
to become critical thinkers and creators of knowledge is
a reality of the new educational model.

Universities and other higher education
institutions are highly involved into kn owledge creation,
diffusion and learning. University's competitive ability
depends on institution opportunity to share, spread and
adapt knowledge as well as it is created. Modern students
will require regular updating of their knowledge, skills
and competences. Therefore, teachers should
conscientiously redesign their courses and adopt new
instructional methods and appropriate technologies to
fully exploit the benefits of web-based Ie'arning
environments and computer technology in education.
Flexible and innovative teaching and learning based on
computer technology will expand and will change the
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educational process. Within a knowledge-based society
the educators and their organizations have a changing
role, but, in thé same time, they need to manage the
processes associated with the creation of their
knowledge assets and to benefit from the use of
computer applications. In this respect, the skills and -
competences needed for the knowledge-based society
and the impact of using computer technology to the
teaching and learning processes are becoming important
issues to analyze. '
Competences for the knowledge-based society
Educational policies increasingly emphasize
innovation and organizational change of educational
institutions that are considered necessary to better align
education and lifelong learning with the requirements
of the knowledge society. However, new educational
approaches are not easily found and their
implementation will be difficult if they require
considerable changes of current educational frameworks
and practices. The main reason of the existence of the
educational institutions is to help people to acquire the
competences; knowledge and skills they need as
individuals in the political, economic, social and cultural
life of a society.

The task of defining basic skills or key competences for
the knowledge society has in recent years occupied many
working groups at global, European and national levels.
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What has been achieved so far is a better definition of
key competences that are considered to be of importance
for successful participation in the knowledge society.
Much less consolidated is the understanding of how such
competences should preferably be developed in learning
processes. Nowada\fé,.'thé priority must be given to open
educational practices that involve students in active,
constructive engagement with content, tools and
services in the learning process, and promote learners'
self-management, creativity and working in teams.

The term "competence" could be defined as a
combination of knowledge, skills and attitudes
appropriate to a particular situation. There are eight
domains of competences that are nec-eséary for personal
fulfillment and development throughout life, active
citizenship and inclusion, and employability. The domains
of competences are:

& Communication in the mother tongue;

¢ Communicationin aforeign language;

¢  Mathematical literacy and basic competences in
science and technology;

Digital competence;

Learning-to-learn;

Interpersonal and civic competences;
Entrepreneurship; -

* & & & o

Cultural expression.
To acquire the competences and skills for personal
and professional achievement in the knowledge-based
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society, the learner's autonomy, personal mastery and

self-direction must be acknowledged and innovative

approaches implemented that foster self-management,

communication and team skills, and analytical,

conceptual, creative and problem solving skills. However,
there is a huge difference between identifying required

competences and operationalizing them for inclusion in

the concrete practices of teaching and learning at

different educational levels.

In order to acquire the competences and skills
needed within the knowledge-based society, educational
institutions themselves must become "learning
organizations”. They must develop and maintain an
environment that favors innovation and change of
established educational frameworks and practices. A key
problem with becoming such "learning organizations" is
the internal organization of most educational institutions.
This follows a model of "professional bureaucracy”, in

which an administrative and collegial apparatus ensures

that the teachers can do their job, but does not require
much collaboration between them. Collegiate democracy
and consensus prevail, and established professionals
have discretion to conduct their work as long as they do
not violate established principles and practices. Yet, it is
well known that professional bureaucracies become
performance structures rather than structures for
innovation. The development of solutions for needs
never encountered before is a difficult process, and
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radical change is more likely to be resisted. Acquiring
the competences and skills for the knowledge society
will demand that educational practices give priority to
learners' own explorative, constructive and
communicative activities instead of a teacher-centered
knowledge transfer model of education. -

Higher education should play a strong role in
fostering social cohesion, reducing inequalities and
raising the level of knowledge, skills and competencesin
society. Policy should therefore aim to maximize the
potential of individuals in terms of their personal
development and their contributiontoa sustainable and
democratic knowledge-based society. The student body
entering, participating in and completing higher
education at all levels should reflect the diversity of the
populations. The students must be able to complete their
studies without obstacles related to their social and
economic background Therefore the efforts to provide
adequate services for students create more flexible
jearning pathways into and within higher education, and
to widen participation at all levels on the basis of equal
opportunity must continue.

Many primary and secondary teachers consider
computer-based activities as integral to and appropriate
for the classroom practices of their students. Internet
searches, word-processing and multimedia presentations
are being adopted increasingly by teachers. The teacher's
ability to design the types of activities that effectively

apply collaborative inquiry to electronic learning tasks
for deepening student knowledge remains crucial,
whatever the subject area, student age or software
choices. ‘ '

Learners growing up in the digital age are far more
experienced and able to process information rapidly than
were their predecessors. Therefore, they are bored if their
capacities are not exploited and properly stimulated at
school, in the process of

teaching and learning. This generation of learners is
different than its ancestor, meaning that some main
cognitive style changes have been observed :

Twitch speed versus conventional speed;

Parallel processing versus linear processing;
Graphics first verss text first;

Random access versus step by step;

Connected versus standalone;

Active versus passive;

Play versus work;

Payoff versus patience;

Fantasy versus reality;

e & & o o ¢+ & & & o

Technology as friend versus technology as enemy.
Recent educational research froma socio-cognitive
perspective has validated students' collaborative

engagement with new technologies and heightened
understandmg of influential factors shaping the
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effectiveness of peer interactions, learning contexts and

computer interfaces for enhancing learning. All these

changes pose considerable challenges for the educators
and business trainers who wish to promote literacy skills.
Impact of using computer technology on teaching
learning Management . :

The process of teaching and learning Management
is a very complex one because the students need to
develop different skills related to psychology,
communication, critical thinking, economic and social
thinking, decision making etc.

One significant pedagogical apprdach gaining
credence through research and classroom practice is
students' collaborative engagement with problem-
solving, computer-based tasks for more effective learning.

This study is the result of some years of personal
experience in teaching Management for Romanian
students and using computertechndlogy in class in order
to develop the skills that students need for their further
activities in the knowledge-based society.

This study was conducted in order to reveal which
is the impact of using computer technology within the
teaching and learning processes. The impact of using
computer technology in teaching and learning
Management is important for the 'improvemeht of the
process. ;

The methods used in this study were personal
observation and questionnaire. One of the findings of
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this study is that the two methods used did not always
lead to the same conclusions, meanin'g that the students'
perception and teacher' perception related to the use of
computer technology is sometimes different. Therefore,
the results of the two methods used have been correlated
in order to determine the impact of using computer
technology within both teaching and learning processes.

The study revealed that the use of computer
technology with in teaching and learning of Management
could have positive effects, on one hand, and negative
effects, on the other hand.

The main positive effects of using computer
technology for teaching and learning Management, as
they are perceived by the students and teachers, are the
following:
¢ Using computer technology increases the students'

motivation for learning Management;

¢  This method for teathing and learning Management
catch the attention of the students and increase
their interest for learning Management;

¢ Using computer technology lead to the
development of students' skills;

¢  Using computer technology develops the students'
process of thinking critically;

+ 'Using 'computer technology creates the
opportunity for students to be active in class, and
not passive; _

¢ Using computer technology creates the
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Therefare, teachers should give priority to learners' own
explorative, constructive and communicative activities
instead of a teacher-centered knowledge transfer model

opportunity for students to solve different case
studies, to change the variables in these case
studies and to see the results of these changes;

¢  Using computer technology prepares the students d ; of education.
for the knowledge-based society and economy The study revealed that the use of computer
which cannot be understood nowadays without ] ~ technology within teaching and learning of Management
computersin our day-to-day life; ‘ could have positive effects, on one hand, and negative
¢ Using computer technology contributes to the effects, on the other hand. Though using computer
students' engagement in the process of learning technology in education has shown educational benefits,
Management: - changing traditional teaching and |earning is yet a
There are some characteristics of the computer challenging process. Some progress is being made, but
technology that contribute to the engagement of the there is a need for more and advanced research aimed
students in the process of learning. The use of computer at |mprovmg and generalizing the positive effects of using
technology in the process of teé-ching and learning ' computer technology in education and eliminating the
Management is showing to the students some negative effects of these practices. This could lead to
experiences where they acquire not only technological better learning and teaching processes and also to the
proficiency but also balance between their design abilities development of new and attractive methods for teaching
and depth of knowledge. Teachers should focus their . and learning. Promoting good practices of using computer
efforts to ensure that students are given opportunities technology in the educational field could contribute to
to work collaboratively with electronic knowledge- increasing the trust in these new methods.
creation tools in their learning process to enhance their References: '
learning. ' ' ) [1] KimberK., PillayH., RichardsC., Technohteracy and
Conclusion learning: An analysis of the quality of knowledge
The new competences and skills needed for the \ ' in electronic representations of understanding,
knowledge-based society demand the continuous change
of educational practices. Learners growing up in the
digital age are far more experienced and able to process
information rapidly than were their predecessors.
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AN OVER VIEW, OBJECTIVES AND
CONCERNS Of ASOM SAHITYA SABHA

Jagannath Barman,
Principal I/C,
G.L.Choudhury College,
Barpeta Road, Assam

The Asom Sahitya Sabha, Assam Literary Society
has grown up with times. It was formed in the year of
1917 and since then for nearly hundred years it has
contributed towards the growth and development of
Assamese society.Sabha was constituted by the
Assamese intellectuals who wanted to change the face
of Assam by giving priority to the Assamese language,
literature and culture of Assam. The Sabha has opened
its some branches at the state as well as district level. It
Is most popular even in the remotest area of Assam.
Through all past years the Sabha continues to hold on
its value. :

~ The Sabha is composed of the three parts as follows
- Affiliated Association,General Conference and
Recognised Association. The criteria for the eligibility for
membership require that the person should be above
18 years old of age and should have aptitude for the
development of Assamese language, literature and
culture. The Constitution of Sabha states that the leader
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of the organisation shall be known as the President. Prior
to the year 1939, the President was elected on the basis
of the mutual understanding and voted unanimously.

The issue of election for the President was raised for the

first time in the year of 1944 and campaign for
introduction of the elect-i'on;was conducted through local
dailies. The President thus came to be elected through
secret ballot. Sabha derives its revenue from the various
sources viz. endowments, funds, donations, grants-in
aid. The proceedings of first session was held in 1917and
Dr. Harekrishna Das donated Rs 10,000, which was the
firstincome of the Sabha. The various endowments fund
constitute a major source of revenue and sanctions from
the govérnment are also a very important source of
income. Central government has also aided to the Sabha
at times. ;

The main objectives laid in the Memorandum of
the Association signed on 17March 1924 and clearly
states that the first and foremost duty is to carry forward
the improvement of Assamese language and literature
and to bring this in effect. Therefore Sabha is required to
revise and bring up-to-date Assamese dictionary and
grammar. It encourage research and study of ancient
Assamese literature too, and encourage publication on
the subjects in which Assamese literature is generaily
poor todays time. Also it will provide the assistance to
those authors for publishing those work who cannot
afford to do so and to popularise study and research in

Assamese literature among to the general public.

The arena of work for Sabha has expanded much
beyond these objectives. The main areas of the work over
the years have been publishing books on _cuItUre, literary
criticiém, 'Iinguistics, tribal life and culture, science, dance,.
music, film, and sculpture in the Assamese language;
publication of children's novel; publication of grammar
and dictionary of differentto tribal groups of Assam.
publication of rare historical collection for translation
work; conducting workshop with great writers of
organising seminars and workshops on linguistics,
lexicography and drama performance; organising
programmes on children's day, Shilpi Divas; developing
trusts to give the prizes to repufed/young writers in
fiction, science, literature and culture through cash
money; arranging fellowships for matriculation students
and distribute prizes among students who have fared
well in higher secondary and high school exams. The
Sabha has also been expressing its views , opinions and
making public appeal on different issues that are
important for the socio-economic development of
Assam. '

~ The Sabha has been popularising Assam's cultural
heritage, not only in national forum but also the
international level. Within India, Sabha has been working
in some places like Chennai, Delhi, Kolkatta and in states
of North-East and outside India in Great Britain, America
and South Africa. The Sabha organises some seminars,
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birth centenaries of the Sankardev, Bishnu Rabha, etc.,
“in the places outside Assam. It also invites renowned
litterateurs of Indian languages to the participate in its

seminars and annual sessions etc. which are organised

.in Assam. The Sabha has published various books in
English and Hindi and translated important books from

other languages and has launched the sa‘bha own

website. The Sabha tries to draw the inspiration from
literature and culture of other Indian languages.

In the Constitution of Assam Sahittya Sabha there
is a clause that requires a Sabha not to discuss any
political subject and consider itself a non political
organization having no affiliation to any other political
party. However in democracy economic, social
dissatisfaction quite often comes out in a form of
political expressions. As Sabha has been involved in the
socio economic life of the people or the region, it cannot
thoroughly disassociate itself with any political matters.
It involved in several movements like state language
issue, state re-organization issue, medium of instruction
issues, foreigners problem issues. Though it has been
associated at the certain level with the political matters
it has always acted independently on its own principles
and policies without being subservient to any other party
principle. The Sahittya Sabha's work has not changed in
substanly but its texture has changed considerably
with time & challenges. Changes in concerns of the
Sabha cames along with the developments that were
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taking place in Assam's socio political life. Some changes
could be seen in three stages like - 1917-1947, 1947-80,
and 1980-2005. During this period 1917-47, Sabha was
able to attract almost all the Assam people. In between
the years 1947-80, there many new political development
tooks place. The Sahittya Sabha was pressing for
introduction of Assamese as official language of Assam
and thereby made an appeal to the Assamese society to
go forward and join the assamese language movement.
It could not predict the consequences of language's
movement. This phase was giving way to the anti
Assamese feeling, because in defining '‘Assamese’ the
Sabhafailed to create space for the other ethnic groups
of Assam. ASS has failed in its duty due to lack of the
vision. In the period of 1980-2005, the anti Assamese
feeling developed especially among the Bodo community
which forced the Sahittya Sabha to working on the value
of integration.

Sahittya Sabha in the Pre independence Days:

In the initial phase of formation, stress was laid on
the organisational development of the Sabha. In the very
second year of its formation, during the annual sitting
at Goalpara in1918, the Sabha had made its intention
very clear that it would work in earnest for all-round
development of Assamese language and literature. In the
annual sitting of Sabha in Goalpara, two important
proposals were put forward. The first proposal stated
that along with imparting education in Assamese
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language in Cotton College, it was also necessary to

preserve the precious old Assamese literature and for

that purpose a permanent post should be created by the

government within the Assamese language department.

The proposal was put forward by Sri Jatindranarayan
Chaudhury, seconded 'B'y-R:amakanta Barkakoty and
approved by Hariprasad Nath and Pramathnath
Chakraborty. Another proposal put forward b vy
Hon'ble Rai Phanidhar Chaliha B a h a d ur
requested the Government that while selecting courses
and books for students, a nominee of the Sabha should

be present during such meetings. This proposal was

seconded by Chandranath Sharma and approved by
Maulavi Fakiryar Rahman.

The Sabha was not reactionary with respect to
the British government; rather it was grateful to it in
the sense that it helped building up the organisation for
the development of Assamese language. In the same

sitting of Goalpara, the Sabha paid homage to Colonel -

P.R. Gurdon, the Hon'ble Deputy Commissibner, who had
been a support to the formation of the Sabha, expressing
that 'the Sabha is grateful to the Commissioner for
showing interest for the development of Assamese
language and hopes that in future also he will show his
affection towards Assamese language. When Edward VIII
was crowned in England, the Sabha welcomed his
crowning and refeiTed him as 'India's new monarch'. The
mode of request and gratefulness in the tone of Sabha
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shows that the Sabha intended to work for Assamese
language in collaboration with the government.

The collaborative tone of the Sabha was not only
towards the British government, but also towards all
ethnic communities. On 18 Febmary, 1919 at Tezpur,

“the Sabha clearly stated that the house of the Sabha

would be open to all, for discussions irrespective of
community-religious affinities. Herein, the Sabha also
propose to acquire its own building from where its
activities could be initiated. It thanked Dakshin Patiya
Satradikar Goswami for donating five thousand rupees
forthatpurpose. The Sabha had to maintain its activities
mainly with the financial aid from people who supported
the Sabha's cause. For instancé, in 1923, Rai Bahadur
Handique donated 25,000 mpees, and Radha Goswami
provided 2000 rupees. The Sabha also decided that in
every two successive years, the Sabha would award
authors engaged in writing literature for children.

The Sabha was very much concemed with the
education of the masses and made every effort to help
the young people. The Sabha tried to advocate that the
Assamese was the language of the masses, hence it
should promote the use of Assamese language. At its
Sixth Session in 1924, at Dibrugarh, the Sabha took the
responsibility for making arrangements for girls and boys
to pursue studies in Assamese keeping in mind the
eagemess shown by their parents and made financial
arrangements for the same. The Sabha also decided in
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that session to request the govemment to use 'Assamese
language in forms and noticesissued in court, post office,
railway station and steamer ghats.

In1924, the Sabha bestowed the working
committee of the Sabha with the responsibility for
publishing a quarterly journal by the year 1926 that
would serve as its mouthpiece. The Sabha was trying to
promote its objective among larger sections of the
Assamese community.

At its eight session, the Sabha requested the Koch
Behar Royal highness to appoint one Assamese teacher
to teach Assamese language in the Kooch Behar College.
In Dubri, 1926, the Sabha contemplated appointing
per'sons who could carry on propaganda of education in
Assamese language among the Assamese people of
Cacher valley and Surma foothills. In 1929, it announced
~ an award of |1 00 rupees for music composition in the
interest of Assamese language. To promote the Assamese
language and people, Sabha had placed forward many
proposals from time to time.

On 16 December, 1926, the Sabha decided to
request the Calcutta University to introduce B.A.
Honours in Assamese language. The Sabha lamented that
the University had not given thought of introducing
Graduate course in Assamese language and the Sabha
was eagerly waiting to come forward to provide help in
the selection of the catalogue of books and literature for
the course. This move was probably aimed at helping
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the students who went to Calcutta to pursue higher
education; the percentage of such students was
considerably high. Later, Calcutta University did
introduce higher education in Assamese language.
Although the Sabha was pleased that the Calcutta
University had allowed students to give M.A.
examination in Assamese, yet proper arrangements to
impart education in Assamese language were not made.
Therefore, in 1938, the Sabha decide to make an appeal
tothe government to introduce post graduate course in
Assamese language by July 1941 in Cotton College, so as
to address the problem of the seclusion of the Assamese
people from their own language. In 1940 the Sabha also
proposed the introduction of Assamese as an optional
subject in the Indian Civil Service examination and for
that purpose it asked the Assam government to put
forward its demand to the Indian government.

The Sabha had always shown its concern for the
people of Assam and tried to take note of their views
and opinions. In 1936, the Sabha stopped publication of
its two novels namely 'Sri Sri Debodamodar Charitta' and
'Sri SriBanomali Deb Charitta' because they were causing
enough grief to the Assamese people and the Sabha never
intended to disregard people's views and to create
misunderstanding. The Sabha had aIWays shown respect
to litterateurs of Assam, whose inspiring works fonned
its base. It had requested the government in 1936 to
pay pension to the great litterateur of Assam, Sri
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Lakshminath Bezbarua, as his contribution to Assam and
its people was immense. It had also declared in 1953 at

its session in Shillong that it sought to bestow title upon

renowned litterateurs of Assam for their contribution in
the field of Assamese Ianggjage and literature. The Sabha
“was much concerned with preserving the ancient
Assamese literature. It appealed the Government of
Assam to write to the West Bengal Government to bring
back the Assamese books that were lying in Cooch Behar
museum to Assam so that the Assam Government could
make arrangement for the preservation of those books.

Asom Sahitya Sabha took a decision in 1940 to
prepare a dictionary of translation made from different
languages of Assam to Assamese language. In the
proposed lexicon, it also intended to highlight the
similarities between Assamese language and other
languages. The Sabha had made efforts from time to time
to bring out some sort of affinity of different languages
of Assam with the Assamese language. That suggested
that the Sabha was not blind in showing concern to foster
an understanding between different cultures of Assam.
But, threat to the Assamese language compelled the
Asom Sahitya Sabha to adopt a reactionary stand and to
become rigid in its attitude.

The Asom Sahitya Sabha had shown considerable

change in the post-independence period as it had shed
its moderate tone and became very rigid on the status
of Assamese language. This change was expected because
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even after India's independence the Assamese could not
make its stand clear and threat to its language still
haunted the minds of the people. The question of
Assamese identity remained a matter of concern for the
Assamese middle class. This threat became more
prominent when Jawaharlal Nehru had proposed in the
Lok Sabha on 19th December, 1955 to divide India into
five zones. This move was opposed by the Sabha saying
that it would subjugate Assamese language, literature
and culture.

Conclusion:

The Asom Sahitya Sabha has been considerably
trying to make mutual approach towards other
communities of Assam. In the year 2005 at Siphajar,
session of the Asom Sahitya Sabha, the President Sri
Kanaksen Deka invited to other Presidents of different
Sahitya Sabhas of Assam in the Sabha's rally at the same
place. It seemed that the motive behind,this was to create
peaceful atmosphere, where all language groups are given
places. The Kanaksen Deka was not only positive towards
the bringing conducive atmosphere among the differents
communities of Assam,but is also positive to the present
generation keen towards learning Assamese language
and literature for an area. For which the Sabha has been
making efforts to be preserve and promote among the
common people of the Assam.

The Assam Sahittya Sabha is concerned with young
people and works for their enlightenment by publishing
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the literature of their interest. Morover a question that
has been asked again and again is that "why the young
generation is not so eager to learn Assamese literature?".
The President also answer to the question in the Sipajhar
- session, he said that "I won't agree that present
generation is not eager tolearn Assamese literature, on
the other hand not all of them are interested. As a society
needs youth who are eager to learn the literature, the
society also needs the youth who are interested in
sports, agriculture,business etc. From that point of view,
the number of the youth who are interested in literature
is not a small number. While commenting the role of
the Sabha various authors, analysts, research scholars
have taken different positions, some have regarded it as
an elitist organizations and others call the Sahittya Sabha
a populist organisations. It functioned for nearly ninety
years as the pressure group; as civil society and as public
forum. lam highlighted some points on Assam Sahlttya
Sabha in this report.
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A CASE STUDY ON ANTH ROPOLOGY
IN NORTH EAST INDIA

Sanjeeb Kumar Das,
Assistant Professor,
G.L.Choudhury College,
Barpeta Road, Assam

Anthropology of transitional countries like India had
always been shrouded with colonial legacy. Collection of
information from the natives, interpreting them through

- European and broadly speaking Western lenses laid down

the foundation of anthropology. Shift of the
anthropology being an administrative tool to an
academic domain could hardly shed off its heavily
burdened ph-ysical' and socio-cultural, the cultural
diffusion and bio-cultural segmentation like racial criteria,
race, caste and tribes etc. The colonial legacy could

survive well enough till the last decades of 20th century,

especially in academic institutes of the developing
countries. Transition of anthropoldgy from this
traditional domain to the modern one has not been
evenly surface up. In some areas it reached a new height
and in some cases traditional legacy still find its way.
This report contains' ample descriptions on the
works done by anthropologists in the region and for
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obvious reason | am not going to increase the volume of
the report by repeatlngthe same. Thus my writing consist
broadly of two aspects. First of all, I'll try to give an idea
how anthropology as an academic entity was perceived,

understood and accqpted by the anthropologys
students and others. In the same tune, I'll also try to
elucidate the transition of perception about the
anthropological knowledge, problems and prospects
inherent in emerging anthropological domain. Secondly,
I am going to describe into certain fields of interest that

carries prospects of the anthropology in establishingits

relevancy on social sciences for this region. While | am
writing this article, | take some opportunity to reflect on
our own past as student_s of the conventional
anthropology during mid 80s of the last century.
Therefore | divert my track from academic to non
academics, yet relevant, aspects of novices of
anthropology. :

Anthropology as academic stream was not
encouraging through the lens of a student till the end of
last century in N.E. Region. So far, my experience in the
concerned subject all of my classmates opted for
anthropology in the pre-degree level either due to their
poor performance in the advanced mathematics or for
not having this subject in their school board
examinations. Anthropology was optional subject
category and offered by only the few colleges under

2

India's study pattern remained mostly shrouded with
bureaucratic mechanism for which it became difficult for
anthropologists employed there to initiate innovative
ideas. The lack of referential work of practical importance
produced from these institutes thus hardly appears in
national and international level policy and status papers,

Continuation of colonial legacy in anthropological
study was very much prominent in the syllabus of the
colleges and universities of the region. While physical
anthropology classes devoted lot of its time on studying
racial characters, and human evolution etc, its practical
classes devoted times in studying somatic and skeletal
measurements. Serology and dermatoglyphic study
could never rise above the rudimentary form of blood
group testing, hemoglobin determination and detecting
whorl and loops. In reality, these components were also
studied under the ambit of identification of racial criteria
and links. In social and cultural anthropology,
conventional studies did not go beyond inquiring origin
and establishment of various social institutions and
isolated study on social institutions and material culture,
mostly looking it like domain of museum of human
society. The very issue of value neutrality and studying
the "other culture" in anthropology, in my view, hindered
the emergence of anthropology having contemporary
social importance in the region.

Coming out of the issue of weakness of
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conventional anthropology, let me now reflect on what
makes anthropology a relevant subject in contemporary
social setting in present day context. By and large,
anthropological study had been suffering from
methodological amblgunty, it's so called holistic approach
and its open ended horizon to encompass lots of i issues
and its time consuming nature. Post-colonial welfare
paradigm was based mostly on the idea that
industrialization and subsequent economic development
could be the right way to achieve desired goal -of
development of society. Thus, large-scale statistical data
based on economic and demographic background were
the requirement of the time. This resulted in to the
upsurge of quantitative research studies neglecting the
socio-cultural relational factors. The welfare
administration also needed data-based information to
develop welfare policies - time bound and result oriented.

In this circumstance being adept with conventional time _

consuming methodologies and traditional inhibition in
taking up new enterprise, anthropologists could hardly
get a place in this entire caricature.

The failure of such developmental paradigm in
achieving desired goal of human development compelled
the policy planners to shift their approach from
quantitative (distributional) to the qualitative (relational)
one. In-depth insight in to the socio-cultural and political-
economic factors has been identified as the most
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important determinants in influencing development
domain. This has created the basis for the entry of social
sciences in to the ambit of development planning.
Anthropology being one of the most important subjects
in social sciences could contribute substantially, and now,
the subject has been recognised as one of the most
relevant one in these spheres. For obvious reasons, the
responsibility of anthropologists has become a serious
enterprise due to their shift from being a subject of
curiosity to a subject of social responsibility. Now, it is
the time for anthropologists to prove their worth - for,
the region is shrouded with diverse problematic issues,
social, cultural, political, economic and environmental
etc. Anthropology being the study of mankind, must
forward suitable mechanism or at least insights to lessen
those issues. ]
Now, let me peep in to some of the most important
issues that require urgent attention of contemporary
anthropological researchers. By the term 'research’ |
mean here a seriously systematic and continuous
process of collection, interpretation, synthesis and
review of information linking them to all possible
relevant domains of people in the region, rather being
some isolated and segmental studies deIinked from
broader perspectives surfaced up now. Needless to say
that the areas | am going to mention have come to my
mind on the basis of my limits of accessibility and
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perception being an academic researcher hailing from
the region and stationed outside the same.

To my mind, the first and the foremost important
studies anthropologists must do is the ethno-political
domain of the region. '[he northeast region now-a-days
is known mostly for turmoil in ethno-political domain.
Reference of studies found in this domain largely deals
with the issue of centre vs. Peripheries, exploitation vs.
privileges and tribal vs. non-tribal. Contrary to such
blanket studies anthropologists must go deeperin to the
domain of political demography of tribal world, especially
in hills states, intra and inter-ethnic issues of tribal world,
ethno-history of these population. The politica l-economy
of these populations is of utmost important area to be
explored in the rapidly changing situations under the
influence of capitalist market, curtailment of welfare
measures to make it a workfare state and growing
consumerism. The fast diluting boundary of tribal and
ethnic domain especially in terms of material world
makes it important to re-look at the relations between
tribal world, ethnic boundaries and politics of identity
and distributive economy. Conventional anthropology
is devoid of political underpinning while studying
transition of tribal societies making their finding obsolete
in bresent day context. |

Identity politics in terms of ethnicity, territoriality,
economic resource utilization etc needs a deeper
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understanding beyond conventional political discourse.
A crucial understanding of nature, culture, emotion and
interface between distributive and relational factors in
terms of valued resources and benefit sharing in a
welfare-workfare state domain is the need of the hour.
Definiteiy, none-other than anthropologists can
contribute to such undérstandings. In this reg'ard it is
quite important to understand the underlying
mechanism of ethnic re-construction and identification
of ethnic marker and the political economy of such
issues. It is also of utmost importance to deal with the
issue of role of tribal leadership and elite section of the
concerned population groups in terms of mobilizing and
enhancing ethnic enterprises and its repercussion in
broader perspective of state politics. The apathy of
anthropological expertise in local problerfis and issues
in the region can well be understood while we find that
the demands of several ethnic groups for scheduled tribe
status did not receive required academic feedback even
after two decades. | came across the fact that the
organizations involved in these movements were running
from pillar to post to get expert comments to justify their
demands. We have Tribal Research Institutes in the state
of Assam, but the Research officers often express their
helplessness in terms of conducting research studies of
practical importance due to lack of research budget,
which according to them, gets siphoned out from the
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top and research gets entangled with bureaucratic
system. The invisibility of anthropological work results

- in to the negligence of bureaucrats towards

anthropological inferences for such problems. Now it is
high time for anthropologists to come forward to devote
time and energy to get involved in such burning issues
and establish them as relevant and unavoidable entity
in solving such issues in the region.

It is quite often stated that the traditional economic
domain of tribal and indigenous peoples have been
changing rapidly; ruthless exploitation and extraction of
traditional and natural resources resulted in to the
shrinking of livelihood opportunities in the traditional
domain. In such situation livelihood diversification
becomes imperative for traditional people.
Contemporary anthropologists may play a major role
here to find out the problems and prospects of livelihood
diversification and entrepreneurship development
keepingin view the fact that traditional tribal people are
not adept with such changes. Their traditional inhibition
towards innovation, contractual relations with world
outside, and their relative incompatibility in competitive
economic domain make them vulnerable to all sorts of

exploitations and discrimination. Anthropologists are well -

equipped with tools and techniques and basic insights
to study such situations. Indigenous people of the region
may be benefited with such studies. It should also be
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the interest area of anthropologists of the region to study
the impact of such livelihood diversification on their socio-
cultural life, a threat manifested almost universally
among the transitional societies world over.
Anotherimportant field of inquiry is_”anthropology
of women". Despite the fact that anthropological studies
encompass women inits studies on family, marriage and
kinship to a great extent, women are poorly represented
here as a distinct entity. Women are represented through

-male ideology which has been dominant in almost all

human societies. The perspective of representing women
in social science studies have been changing over a period
of time. Special attention has been now paid towards
the study on violence against women in non-physical
terms - in social, economic, political and religious domain.
Women's perspectives of status, position, violence,
empowerment, mobility etc have become need of the
hour in achieving meaningful development and welfare
of women. Anthropologists of this region now must come
out of blanket interpretation on women's life, especially
among the indigenous peoples. It is high time to relook
at several hitherto perceived "colourful tribal tradition"
to understand women's life. For instanc'e, the tradition
of polygyny, polyandry, the custom of bride price, rules
of property inheritance, kinship and marriage and the
subsequent obligations - normative as well as practical,
must be re-interpreted. There have already been eye
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opening studies on how the custom of bride price makes
life of women bitter and vulnerable to endless
discrimination and sufferings. The statement like "Status

of women in tribal societies is high" deserves a thorough.

re-interpretation. There is need to set-up ways of

- expression for women themselves using their own
ideology rather than remaining "muted group" under the
domination of male ideology of looking at world and not
getting a language (medium) of expression about their
life situation. In this regard one can look in to the NFHS
data which reveal significant indicators that show that
tribal women are not in a better position in terms of
decision making, mobility, health care aspects, voice
against violence, and discrimination in various spheres
of their life. :

Tribal societal domains and their religious beliefs
and practices are intimately related to each other. It is
practically difficult to separate the sacred and profane
boundaries among them. Thus in transitional societies
like that of tribes, the discourse on religious aspects is
very essential. | would like to delineate this aspect in a
little more details. j

It is quite explicit that the right wing political
fraternity in India emphasizes that tribal societies in India
are "backward Hindus" - an inference made by G.S
Ghurye. The dominant trend in India is that originally
the tribal have been Hindus. Thus, Christianity has been
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seen as conversion and challenge to Hindu ethos. But

the very basis of Hinduism and Christianity must be re-

assessed in contemporary situation. Both of these two
world religions are not free from biases of dominance.
Both of them treated the tribal and indigenoﬂus peoples
as uncivilized and impure and lack of religion. Hindu
religious tekts and epics and many religious festivals are -
based on myths and stories that indicate defeat of tribal
and indigenous kings and their people, destruction of
their beliefs and practices and establishing of so called
Vedic orin other sense, the so called north Indian religious
ideology. The entire Hinduised Dravidian religious texts
are full of instances of such Hindu expansionism and
defeat of local entities, politically or culturally. This very
nature of Hindu expansionism even existed in Northeast
India till last century. Absorption of tribal gods and
goddesses, parochia!i'zation of dominant (or universal)

" myths and legends and equating tribal gods with Hindu

deities have been the process of expansionism of
Hinduism in most recent centuries when political
expansionhism was not in vogue. Numerous tribal groups
across the country including Northeast region thus
imbibed Hindu ethos at different pace and extent. There
are few studies which delineate such instances and depict
explicitly the loss tribal and indigenous peoples suffergd
from such expansionism. ' ‘
Conversion enterprise of Christianity also treats

85




natives as lack of civilization and barbarous without
religion. Conventional Christian Missionary perceives
that only Christian is the religion with rationality. Thus,
in most of the conversion cases Christianity altogether
rejects any link between local gods and Christianity. They
reject tribal religion as nb‘%-be’ing real religion and preach
not to follow any such practices and advices to abandon
all traditional religious (irreligious for them) ideologies.

There are two distinct aspects regarding such
conversion. A deeper look at the reason of acceptance
of Hinduism by indigenous populations could reveal that
tribal people were lured by the concept of purity and
compelled desire for upward mobility in social ladder,
especially in terms of socio-cultural recoghition in non-
tribal domain, where the tribal people had to tread due
to changing socio-political situation. But, in practice,
most of the tribal groups lost their traditional treasure
in one hand and did not achieve the goal of desired social
status and dignity in non-tribal world on the other.
Rather, these people became some demoralized lots with
lost identity. ;

The reflection made above may not carry academic
information as they are devoid of reference to any
empirical data. But definitely these are the issue-based
reflections and a serious discourse on these aspects can
certainly put anthropology at the forefront.' Being a part
of this region, and finally being teaching of a
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anthropology by profession, | do hope that a sincere
effort of dedicated professionals can put anthropological
study of this region in world map of academic,
administrative and policy domain. Anthropology as a
subject has transformed a lot, at least in my experience,
from option-less option to a demanding option, from
curiosity to critical interpretive domain, from value
neutrality to being judgmental, and finally from study of
"other culture" to studying own culture making
subjectivity an important interpretive method to
understand human society. | hope things will be on track
in near future
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WOMEN RIGHTS EDUCATION AND
ITS CHALLENGES IN INDIA

Dr.Jaya Biswas Kunda

_ Assistant Professor,
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G L Choudhury
College, Barpeta Road

i)

Introduction:

Human Rights are a prerequisite for peace '

development and democracy. India is the largest
democracy with a lots of human rights challenges.
- Problems of illiteracy, human trafficking, exploitation of
women, religious violations, caste related violations are
the major examples of human rights violations. Learning
about Human Rights is the best defence against their
violation. The need of promoting and protecting all
human rights is important in order to secure full and
universal enjoyment of thee rights. Awareness is
important in order to resolve the human rights conflict
Numerous international and regional instruments have
drawn attention to gender-related dimensions of human
rights issues, the most important being the UN
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of

Discrimination against Women ( CEDAW), adopted in

1979
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In 1993, 45 years after the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights was adopted, and eight years after
CEDAW entered into force, the UN World Conference on
Human Rights in Vienna confirmed that women's rights
were human rights. That this statement was even
hecessary is striking - women's status as human beings
entitled to rights should have never been in doubt. And
yet this was a step forward in recognizing the rightful
claims of one half of humanity, in identifying neglect of
women's rights as a human rights violation and in

drawing attention to the relationship between gender

and human rights violations.

Objective of the study:

. To discuss various challenges faced by women to
enjoy their rights

. To put forward some suggestive measures for the
improvement of the present status of women rights

Methodology:

This research paper is based on secondary data for
which books, articles, Govt. Reports are reviewed or
used. ,

In 1994, the International Conference on Population and
Development in Cairo (ICPD) articulated and affirmed the
relationship between advancement and fulfillment of
rights and gender equality and equity. It also clarified
the concepts of women's empowerment, gender equity,
and reproductive health and rights. The Programme of
Action of ICPD asserted that the empowerment and
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autonomy of women and the improvement of their
political, social, economic and health status was a highly
important end in itself as well as essential for the
achievement of sustainable development. In 1995; the
Fourth World Conference on Women in Beijing generated
global commitments to advance a wider range of
women's rights. The inclusion of gender equality and
women's empowerment as one of the eight Millennium
Development Goals was a reminder that many of those
promises have yet to be kept. It also represents a critical
opportunity to implement those promises.

As we grow into an economic and political
powerhouse in the international arena, the rights and
opportunities that have been provided for all of us in
the Constitution are also gaining importance. Though
women have taken centre stage by gradually moving into
the workforce and they are becoming career oriented.
But, gender inequality, harassment etc continue to be a
way of life for most of them. Therefore, awareness of
human rights gains significance. Women's rights activist
and Supreme Court lawyer Kirti Singh says there is a
marked difference between how many parents treat their
daughters and their sons. She says girls aren't given the
same kind of food, they're not educated in the same
manner,ﬁ and they're only raised to become someone’s
wife. _ )

"From the time they are born -- or not born -- and
‘continuing till late in life when they become wives or
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mothers, it's a vicious cycle of discrimination, and
violence keep_é on continuing.

The importance of education is well known. Equality of
opportunity is important for reduci'ng poverty and many '
other forms of inequalities. Access to quality education
is an important indicator of equality of opportunity.
Recently, the Deputy Prime Minister of Singapore
cautioned about school education in India. He says
"schools are the biggest crisis in India today and have
been for along time. Schools are the biggest gap between
India and East Asia. And it is a crisis that cannot be
justified”. Equity in quality education is the key for raising
human development and reduction in inequalities in
labour market and reduction in poverty. Gender equality
in all its forms is equally important to reduce poverty .
The new generation wants equality of opportunity rather
than redistributive measures. Everyone irrespective of
caste, class and gender should have equal opportunities
in education, health, employment and entrepreneurship.
Economic and employment opportunities improve with
education and skills. 7

Literacy Rate and Gender Disparity:

There is a wide gender disparity in the literacy rate in
India: effective literacy rates (age 7 and above) in 2011
were 82.14% for men and 65.46% for women.[9] The low
female literacy rate has had a dramatically negative
Impact on family planning and population stabilization
¢fforts in India. Studies have indicated that female
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literacy is a strong predictor of the use of contraception

among married Indian couples, even when women do |
not otherwise have economic independence. [10] The

census provided a positive indication that growth in
female literacy rates (11.8%) was su bstantially faster than

in male literacy rates (6. 9%) in the 2001-2011 decadal

period, which means the gender gap appears to be
narrowing.

India ranks the second lowest in the Group of 20
(G20) economies when it comes to women's
participation in the workforce, according to a report
published by aid group Oxfam this month. It is above

only Saudi Arabia, a country that does not allow its

women to drive.
That is bad enough, but it doesn't end there.
When it comes to women's economic participation,
India's position seems fixed at the bottom even when
we compare it to the entire world and not just the 20
major economies. It ranks 124 out of 136 nations,
according to a World Economic Forum (WEF) report from
last year. :
Occupational segregation also holds women back.
There are only certain industries and services such as
basic agriculture, education, handicraft manufacturing
and sales that welcome women workers in India, the ILO
report said. Female employment grew by 9 million
between 1994 and 2010, but the ILO estimates it could
“have increased by double that figure if women had a level
playing field.

Women are more vulnerable to exploitation and
harassmentatworkln developing countries. In India, they

earn 62% of the men's salary for equal work, accordlng

to WEF. They are also unable to effectively fight against

harassment.

India passéd a new law against sexual harassment
last year, under which organisations with more than 10
workers have to set up grievance committees to
investigate all complaints. But according to a study by
Jawaharlal Nehru University (JNU), less than 20%
employers in New Delhi comply with the rules.

All of this is costing India dearly. The country's GDP
can increase by more than a quarter if it can match male
and female employment ratés, according to a report by
consulting firm Booz & Co.

Challenges of Women Education:
. Gender Discrimination

. Socio-Cultural Barriers

. Lack of Canfidence

. Lack of Motivation

. Family Responsibilities

. Lack of Awareness

Gender equality implies a society in which women
and men enjoy the same opportunities, outcomes, rights
and obligations in all sbheres of life. Equality between
men and women both sexes are able to share equally in
distribute of power and influence; have equal
opportunities for financial independence through work
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or through setting up business; enjoy equal access to
education and the dpportunity to develop personal
ambitions. Women's rights are vital to sustainable
development and the realization of human rights for all.
Women Education.helps torealize their rights and paves
the way to enjoy them. Educated women are aware of
the right to health care, right to equal pay for equal work,
legal and other rights. Women have taken the centre
stage By gradually moving into the workforce and getting
career-oriented. However, mental, physical and sexual
harassment, misogyny and gender inequality continue
to be a way of life for most of them .Therefore, the
awareness of the legal rights mandated by Indian law,
‘gains significance. The rights are:- '

. Right to equal pay

o Right against harassment at work

. Right to anonymity

. Right against domestic violence

. Right to maternity related benefits

. Right against female foeticide

J Right to free legal aid

o Right not to be arrested at night

*  Rightto dignity and decency

e Right to property

India has a National Commission for Women meant

to protect and defend women's rights in the country.
National laws and legislations are to safeguard women's
rights and to ensure that women have the same rights
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as men. But even though women and men officially have
the same rights politically and economically, the country
has a long way to go before gender equality is a reality.
The role of women in society varies a lot, depending on
their region, ethnical and economic belonging. To a great
extent, women in India suffer from discrimination and
different kinds of violations of their human. rights.
Violence against women is widespread regardless of the
nation's laws and legislation that are supposed to prevent
this: At the same time there are more visible women in
India than what you may find in lots of other countries.
Authorities acknowledge that action is needed and say
they are taking steps to try to better protect women.
The Home Minister said India plans to recruit more
female police officers. Currently only 7% of the Indian
police force is female. Help lines have been set up and at
least one state, Haryana, is soon putting up a website
naming and shaming convicted rapists. A government
task force has been set up to look into what more can be
doneto make Delhi safer. A number of fast track courts
have also been established because of the December 16
gang rape, exclusively for cases of sexual assault and
rape. But women's rights activists say that when
discrimination begins even before birth, change will not
come easily.

The denial of women's basic human rights is
persistent and widespread in s'pi-te International
Conferences like ICPD in1994in Cairo. For instance:
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. Over half a million women continue to die each year
from pregnancy and childbirth-related causes.

. Rates of HIV infection among women are rapidly

- . increasing. Amongt‘hose 15-24 years of age, young
women now constltute the majority of those newly
infected, in part ‘because of their economic and
social vulnerability.

*  Gender-based violence kills and disables as many
women between the ages of 15 and 44 as cancer.
More often than not, perpetrators g0 unpunished.

. Worldwide, women are twice as likely as men to
be illiterate.

o As a consequence of their working conditions and

' characteristics, a disproportionate number of
women are impoverished in both developing and
developed countries. Despite some progress in
women's wages in the 1990s, women still earn less
than men, even for similar kinds of work.

o Many of the countries that have ratified CEDAW
still have discriminatory laws governing marriage,
land, property and inheritance.

Suggestions: ;

. Universal primary education should have been a
goal and should be materialized within a time frame.

. Women's work participation rate should be
increased and for that gender gap in labour force
participation should be decreased. :

. Support from the family is essential to fight any
kind of discrimination.
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° Confidence building training should be given to

women to do away with traditional feeling that they

are inferior to men and are dependent on them.

- Awareness and self protection training should be
given to women to make them feel strong both
mentally and physically.

Conclusion: !

Women are central actors for making the
sustainable development triple-win strategy-meaning
economic growth, social .development, and
environmental sustainability. We know that things.are
not going to change overnight but because of this we
cannot stop taking action either.Gender equality is the
human right that lie at the heart of development and
the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals.
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"CONTEMPORARY WOMEN
WRITINGS IN BODO"

e Maikan Basumatary
i Assistant Professor
Deptt. of Bodo

G.L.Choudhury College,

Barpeta Road, Assam.

~ 1.0Introduction: The Bodos are main tribal
communities of the North-Eastern region of India. They
are originated from Mongoloid racial group. They have
their own language, literature and culture. After the
formation of the "Bodo Sahitya Sabha" on 16th
November 1952, the Bodos launched vigorous
movement from introduction of the Bodo language as
the medium of instruction. As a result of the movement
Bodo language was introduced as the medium of
instruction in primary stage in the year 1963. Then Bodo

language became the medium of instruction and it was

granted recognition under the Eight Schedule of the
Indian constitution in 2003. This new development
created an atmosphere of enthusim and inspiration.
Bodo I|terature is an emerging literature in Assam
occupying a significant portion of the North East India.
Because from the recognition under the Eight Schedule

of the Indian constitution, our many Bodo writers have
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to win the literary award- "The Sahitya Akademi" from
2005. Among them there are many women writers also.
Bodo literature is hot only represented by the males, but
also by the females of progressive ideas. Because the
years of clashes and even the grim problems of today
have found a reflection in the writing of some Bodo
women, who have chosen to use their pen to describe
the realities that their community is facing. But they are
not too many of them who have found much recognition.
Renu Boro, the first Bodo woman post graduate in
Assam has been endeavoring to create a forum for all
Bodo Women Writers in order to bring them together
on common platform and make their dispersed Voices
get heard in unison. Renu has been writing exfensively
on social and cultural issues and she says that although
her literary works are not exclusively on subjects relating
to the Bodo community, they do aim at rousing social
consciousness and cultural pride among her people.
Pramila Narzary is another Bodo woman writer who
has in her occasional fiction writing criticized the evils
under the new dispensation. She is the first Bodo woman
writer to win "The Sahitya Academi" award for translation
in the Bodo language in 2005. Her book is "Abwi Burini
Solo" (Tale of Old grand mother) which is translated from
preat Assamese writer Lakshminath Bazbarua's tale " Buri
Aair Sadhu". Again many Bodo women writers like- Anjali
Daimary, Jwisri Boro, Sansumwi Khungri Basumatary,
Santi Basumatary, Kwishalya Brahma, Dr. Swarna Prava
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Chainary, Dhanshiri Swargiary, Anjali Narzary etc. are
given award from Sahitya Akademi for different
categories. :

The younger generation of authors and poets who
started their carrier in the 1980's or 1990's has enriched
contemporary Bodo literature. Women poets like Anju
(Anjali Narzary), Rani Helen Wary, Indira Boro, Jwisri
Boro, Dhirjyau Jyoti Basumatary, Rupali Swargiary,
Rupasri Hazowary, Dhanshiri Swargiary and many other

have enriched modern Bodo poetry with innovative style

and poetic language. Modern poetry is a soliloquy that
guides the reader to a deep understading of the
moments, situations, individuals, community or nation
‘as awhole. It also works as a wonderful manual for the
grieved soul. Today's poetry is an important as
yesterdays although there is a sea change in it. Here my
-paper will through light on the contemporary women
writing in Bodo in the field of poem. So in my paper | am
going to discuss the poems of Anju Narzary and Dhanshiri
Swargiary.

2.0 Discussion: Anju (Anjali Narzary) is one of the
leading Bodo woman poets who stands comparable with
many of the contemporary woman poets writing in
English. She teaches physics, yet she has an inborn gift
of poem. She writes proems because it comes to her
spontaneously. To Anju writing poem is like an art work,
which gives her great satisfaction when wr'iting is
completed. Neither she has any school of thoughts, nor
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she likes to assume any ideological stance when she looks
ata problem. She believes in universal brotherhood and
humanism. She identifies herself as a mother, housewife
and a rational human being. She is sensible to the
problems of women, although she does not identify
herself as a feminist. Her books of poems are-

(1) Nwngni Jiu, Angni Bibungthi (Your life, My
commentary, 1982), (2) Fasini Dwulengao Okhaphwr (The
Moon on Gibbet, 1995) which won her "The Rangsar
Bantha" in 2002, which is the highest Bodo Literary
award instituted by "Bodo Sahitya Sabha", (3) Gwrbwni
Radab (Message of Soul, 2002), (4) Gwrbwni Konthai
(Poem of Soul, 2005), (5) Ang Mabwrwi Dong Daswng
(Ask me not how | am, 2014). For "Ang Mabwri Dong
Daswng, (Ask me not how | am) Anju is given award from
Sahitya Akademi for this year (2016).

Anju‘s poems leave one thinking about reality and
lead one towards fantasy. She expresses worries over
terrorism or any kind of violence that takes human lives.
Her sorrow is for the loss of humanity, innocence, love
and respect for each other and fellow feeling as it is
expressed in the poem "The Moon on Gibbet". She has
expressed like this-

"In the glass of balcony

Moon is looking with dry smile of sorrow

Becoming a piece of Baloon

Moon on the Gibbet

Still without death".
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(The Moon on Gibbet, Page- 24)

In above line "Dry smile of sorrow" and "Moon on
the Gibbet" etc are imagery which is used for loss of
humanity by poet.

Life is valuable and it has deep meaning. Itis made

meaningful by more love, more faith, more help etc.

Nobody has right to destroy other's life. Because
everything is on God's hand. So she has expressed these
feelings in her poem "Nobody has right" like these :-

"Life is not the tool of play

It is not the treaty for the fulfill of aim

Or not the things of market for selling and buying

Or not the vegetables which is thrown willingly."

(Nobody has right, Page- 55)

The undertone of yearing for innocence of past is
very much prominentin her poems; What is not-worthy
is her immaculate articulation of the experiences in
poems. Even more important is her choice of appropriate
symbols. It appears that the symbols are not just there
to act as the medium of expression, she rather find for
herself without being scholastic. In "While Crossing a
River," Anju speaks about the loss of nature-cover caused
by human beings. Wide spread natural setting which was
a reality once turns out to be a fantasy in present time.
But that fantasy really delights’like these :

"My happiness and sorrows become water-borne

' Diving carelessly, drowning, swimming back-strokes

And the colours of life floaing lazily
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AS if forgotten to be fetched."

(While Crossing a River, Page- 3)
The other poem "Ask me not how | am" comes as a
sequel to "While Crossihg a River" which has an
undercurrent of sorrow that can not done away with.
That sorrow itself is a construct of the males of the society
which is just like a high stone boundary that.can not come
over. Besides the sorrow, it also projects the poet,
representing the women as a whole, inner coverage and
rebelliousness against the males. She wishes to declare
against the male articulation which never stands in favour
of the women. The climax of the poem lies there:
"Do not pry into my sorrows
It's a sorrow of all
It's a sorrow of the world
It's a sorrow of all women
Of Sita, Draupadi, Urmila Joymoti,
Mamaoni, Anupama, Taslima and Kamala.
(Ask me not how | am. Page- 6) :
Anju's poems seem to be hinting at the fact that is high
time to demolish the existing world pattern. Present
configurations are to be changed. We may go for a new
construction of life keeping nature at the centre. Nature
stands for virtue, tolerance, compassion and self-
sacrifices. She represents Bodo culture as an artist and
drive home that the relation of the Bodo people with
hature is pathological and it is this congenial relation
which can promote their health and welfare.
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Dhanshiri Swargiary is one of the leading Bodo woman
poets writing at present. Her books of poems are-

(1) Dinwini Horau Ang Jagwn Hangmaniprai
Udang (Today's Night | Am going to be Free from Mourn,
2006) which won her “The Rangsar Bantha" in 2008 from

Boro Sahitya Sabha and'(2) Khongse Lwithw Gwjaonai’

Dinga Ang Arw ... (| Am a Floating Boatin The Sea And ...,
2015). Her both books are very valuable in our Bodo
literature. In the field of Bodo literature Dhanshiri has
another position. Because she is also a Sahitya Akademi
winner woman writer for translation in 2015. The name
of her book is "Jaharni Mwnthai" (Right of Forest) which
is translated from Bengali Novel "Aranyer Adhikar"
written by great Bengali writer Mahasweta Devi.

Dhanshiri plays a leading role for her original
imagination and thought. Her poems leave one thinking
about reality and lead towards fantasy. When reality is
chocking one, it is the poet who comes forward to lead.
In Dhanshiri's poetries, there is a conscious attempt to
experiment with poetic language and rhythm and to
project poeti'c idiom and speech as assertion of ethnic
identity.

Human life is full with joy and sorrow. So we must
lead our steps through these. Because sometime we are
capable to get what we desire. But sometime our desires
become meaningless. So we don't count what we have

found or not found. Only we must lead our life to reach

our great goal. So the poet has expressed:-
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"Today's night | am going to be free from mourn
In the vast sea of silver light

Like a boat of paper

Going to float

Going to float

Pleasantly ...... ; ,

(Today's Night | Am Going to be Free from Mourn,
Page-73)

Dhanshiri's poem writing technique is very
appreciable. Becausein her writings struggle for existence
has seen clearly. She uses fignative, , Simile, Imaginary,
symbol in her poetries. In her poetry "From Yellow Cactus
to Green Forest" she has expressed like these:-

"In the desert of life

Like an yellow cactus

I am living with new hope."

(From Yellow Cactus to Green Forest, Page- 8)

Today's world is full with exploitatibns, betrays,
fightings etc. So our way of life is becoming dangerous
day by day. These situations of calamity has temered
and hardened us and we have turned our mind into steel.
So Dhanshiri wants to change these situations through
her writings. She has expressed:-

"Do anybody wants womb?

Which is full of love and faith

Where by one and get one free system is found."

(Trader of Womb, Page-60)
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3.0 Conclusion: The age of Bodo written literature
is hardly passed ninety years. In this short span, the
literature written and published in the Bodo language
has come up as emerging force in the whole of N__orth
East India. The hope lies with the younger generation of
" poets and authors who have consciously taken to the
act of writing poetry and other genres in Bodo language.
Poets like Anju, Dhanshiri etc have written the finest
poems thellanguage can boast of. Both the poets, (Anju
and Dhanshiri) however, soar high to a pristine and
primeval world for sometime, but come back to the
reality. We know we can not be a part of that hallowed
world. But definitely it is a grand delight to be in that
world at least for some time. That is what Anju and
Dhanshiri seem to be implying their poetry in a
important social document in which we find struggle,
search for identity and dignity. ,

Contemporary women writings in Bodo in the field
of poetry move more and more towards
experimentation. Many of the younger women poets
draw their inSpiratio‘n from the Bodo people's struggle
for the assertion of linguistic and cultural identity. Bodo
women poets reflect both loss and achievement.
Although there are recurrent themes of despair in their
poetry, the note of opti_rhism can not be ignored. They

harp on their vision and make all attempts to integrate
~ tradition with modern outlook and endeavor.
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DEMONETISATION AND CASHLESS
ECONOMY

Asstt. Professor,

Deptt. Of Economics
G.L. Choudhury College,
Barpeta Road

What is demonetisation :
Demonetization is the act of stripping a currency

unit of its status as legal tender. It is necessary whenever -

there is a change of national currency. The old unit of
currency must be retired and replaced with a new
currency unit.

What is cashless economy :

A cashless economy is defined as a situation where
there is very little flow of cash in the society and thus
much of the purchases are done by the electronic media.
These media can be debit cards, electronic fund transfer,
mobile payments, internet banking etc.
Demonetization in India : _

Demonetization of large denomination currency
notes has been suggested in India from time to time as a

restrictive measure of black m'oney. For instance, K.N. .
Kabra, Wanchoo committee etc. advocated the

demonetization of high denomination currency as a
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means of "Unearthing as well as cancelling out of good
part of black incomes". The government of India
attémpted demonetization in 1978 when it demonetized
high denomination notes (Rs. 5000, Rs. 10,000 and Rs.
1000). But this measure had little |mpact as only Rs. 165
crores worth of these notes were in circulation.

Demonetization is a practice that has been followed
sofar by the countries like Libia, Zimbabwe, North Korea
etc. Recently Venezuella also demonetized some high
valued Bolivian notes. But they stopped it immediately
after one week.
Recent demonetisation in India :

On 8th November 2016, the Prime Minister of India
Mr. Narendra Modi announced demonetization of high
value currency notes of Indiai.e. Rs. 1000 and Rs. 500in
consultation with the RBI. These notes constituted 86
percent of the total currency notes value. Exchange
facilities of old notes and their deposit facilities were
given till 30th December and 31st March with certain
conditions. Of course in case of certain emergency
services, these notes were valid till 10th December’
2016. In real sense, according to some economists,
whatever the RBI and the PM announced is not
demonetisation. It is actually 'note badli'. Whatever we
call it, for the most pebple it is demonetisation. Three
arguments have been given in support of this historic
move,
Objectives :
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(a) To combat terrorist funding.
(b) Togetrid of fake currency notes.

(c) Toclean Indian economy from black money.
Justification :

Each of these obje.btives are justified. National
Institute of Public Finance'and Policy (NIPFP) estimate
shows that in 1983-84, the percentage of black money
to GDP was 18 to 21 percent. Kaldor, Wanchoo

Committee, GFl report (Global Financial Integrity) all

suggests that there is huge generation of black money
in India though the percentage vary from committee to
committee. Similarly fake currency note is a big problem
for the country. Maoists and insurgent groups of the
North-East and Pakistani based terrorists are constantly
trying to destabilize Indian Economy. To make a strike
on all of these, demonetisation was taken as pointed out
by the govt. The govt. and the RBI is trying to convince
the nation that we are to bear short term pain for long
term gain. It is further worth mentioning that only 1
percent people of India Pay income tax. This is stated by
the CEO of NITI Ayog, Jaddari Amitabh Kant.
Impact of demonetisation ; :
It is extremely difficult to evaluate the impact of
demonetisation on Indian economy.
Positive side :
(a) After demonetisation, inflation rate has come down
to a significantly lower leveli.e. to 3.63 percent in
November which was 4.2 percent on October 2016.

[10

(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)

(f)

According to the latest report published by the RBI,
after demonetisation 19.5 crores fake currency
notes have been recovered by the banks.

There has been seen the tendency to cut down
interest rates by the banks. Home loans, car loans
and personal loans will be cheaper. This will boost
investment in the country.

Out of total 15.44 lakh crores of demonetized notes,
till 30 Dec, 2016, 14 lakh crores have come to the
banking branches. So about 1.5 lakh crores did not
come. These can be regarded as contribution to the
govt. exchequer. Further, the Central revenue
Secretary Mr. Shakti Kanta Das told that all the
notes which have come to the banking system do
not necessarily mean that they are white money.
Thus about 2.5 lakh crores of black money has been
said to be washed away which can be utilized by
the government for the benefit of the poor.
Various foreign news agencies like the lndebendent
of Singapore, the New York Times, The Washington
Post of America highly appreciated the move taken
by the govt. of India. The move will be able to arrest
a huge amount of black money, they argued.

The market value of land and building, flats will be
cheaper in the near future. _

Negative Side :

(a)

After demonetisation the buying propensity index
(BP1) decreased immediately by 42 basis point. The
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aggregate demand in the market has come down.

(b) Economic survey and various rating agencies
predicts that economic growth in this fiscal year
will be lower than the projected growth rate of 7.6
percent. 7 _

(c) Sensex and l'\'lkift'y': fall significantly after
demonetisation. Of course it is recovering fast. The
value of Indian rupee declined compared to Dollar
after demonetisation.

(d) The manufacturing and construction sector has
been worst hit by demonetisation. In most of the
cities a large number of unorganized labour had to
lose their jobs.

(e)' The leather Industry, Diamond Industry, Cultivators,

Small businessmen are also affected adversely by
demonetisation. It results in short-run disruptions
in cash intensive sectors.

Our observation :

Black income holders do not keep their income in
cash. They invest their black money in gold, real estate
orin purchasing luxuries. Even after demonetisation it is
noticed that Rs. 87,200 crores of rupees have been
deposited in PM's Jan Dhan Account which is nothing
but the cruel tricks done by the black money earners.
Some people are also donating to the rei-igious
institutions which should also be scrutinized. The role of
some bank officials are also doubtful. Demonetisation
will definitely help Indian economy and Indian polity to
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become transparent to a large extent. Demonetisation
is only one step and it should be supported by a package
of measures which the government has been
formulating.

Cashless Economy in India:

Recently, the government of India is trying to
popularize digital transactions in the country. To
overcome the problems arising out of demonetization
and to make Indian economy more transparent, the govt.
is encouraging less cash transactions.

Benefits :

The cashless economy has its own advantages. The
transactions costs will come down. Once a substantial
part of transactions are cashless, it would bring down
the cost of printing, managing and making money
around. Cashless economy automatically solves the
problems of cash out on long holidays, risk of carrying
currency notes etc. It prevents money laundering and
increase tax compliance. Electonic channels also increases
the circulation of currency.

There are many benefits of a cashless economy.
First of all, there would not be any probiem of counterfeit
currency. We will be able to do away with the problems
of handling cash. The empirical evidence suggests that
cashlessness promotes transpa renty.

Conditions: .

The important thing is that whether cashlessness

will be beneficial to an economy or not is determined by
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the socio-economic condition of the country. For
countries such as Canada or France this movement has
been fluid and gradual. Hence it has been beneficial.
However, for Indian economy, where literacy is still a
- problem, we are still to see our worst days. For such an
educationally backward economy it will be hard to go
cashless. People need to be comfortable with latest
technology if we are to use digital payment methods.
Moreover, more than 50 percent of our country do not
have the means to buy and device facilitating digital
transactions.
Govt.s incentives for digital transactions :

The govt. of India is trying its best to promote
cashlessness.'FoIIowing incentives have been announced
by the govt.

Service Tax : Waiver of service tax of:15% on digital

transactions upto 2000.

Fuel:0.75 % discount on digital purchase of fuel through

credit/debit cards, e-wallets or mobile wallets.

Rail tickets : 0.5% discount on manually and seasonal

suburban railway tickets from 1st Jan, 2017. Online rail
~ ticket buyers get upto 10 lakh free accident insurance.
Highway toll : 10% discount on NH toll payment via RFID.
Insurance : 8% discount on new LIC policies bought online
via its site.
Rupay : Kisan Credit Card holders to get RuPay Kisan
Cards. Besides these, the govt. of India started Lucky Draw
from 25th December among the businessman and
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customers who use digital transactions. The Ministry of
HRD is actively involved towards digital transactions in
the higher educational institutions. 3500 institutions of
higher education are working hard to promote cashless
economy where student volunteers and faculty members
are involved.

Safety of cashless transactions :

Though cashless transaction is. promoted by the
govt. but the question is how much safe is it, Due to
non-existence of strong anti cyber crime act, the accounts
of the general citizens may be of zero balance. Reports
tell that in 2015—16, the crime related with electronics
transactionsincreased by 73.24 percent. In that financial
year a total of 16,458 crimes were recorded relating to
e-transactions. So there should be a strong anti cyber
law for the success of cashless economy.

Conclusion:

Demonetisation is undoubtedly a bold but
uncertain step taken by the govt. of India in consultation
with the RBI. Of course, RBI's role has been seen as
nominal. It has been followed by cashless transactions
move. Both steps manifests government's strong will
power to clean India from corruption. The probable long-
run impact is still uncertain. It depends upon the co-
operation of the political parties and citizens of the
country. Government is trying to honour the honest tax
payers and to hit the anti-nationalists of all types. We
must admit that transparent India is possible with less
and less cash.

115




References:
1.  PuriV.K.and Misra, S.K. -

. .2: "Dhar PK

3. | Hazarika, P.P. -

Indian Economy (33rd
edition) -

Himalaya publishing
House (New Delhi)
Indian Economy - its
growing dimensions -
Kalyani Publishers
(New Delhi)
Demonetisation and
Political Parties

The Assam Tribune
(31-01-2017)

4. Das Gupta, C and Mazumdar, S - Fiscal Federalism

Business and Economy-
Commercial News -

Wikipedia -

in India since 1991
(Economic and Political
weekly, January 14,
2017)

‘Mishra, P; Rout, H.S. and Behera, A.R (Editors) -

Financial Inclusion
New century
publications (New
Delhi)

The Assam Tribune
(Dec' 8, 2016)

The Niyomiya Varta
(23-12-2016)

Dated: 28th Feb., 2017

HIEATETE o MEeh ST, YU FIeIienT

=1, o g
. "R v, fet favm

HaIste FeRean Sfssiet et Scae e ameER
fmiar Hireomet gemrudt 7 s ofit 08 frad v B ST o
YU TSI 5 96T § I ST S SO €1 e ST
T R 3R ‘Ao’ foes e wvi e ohfeg T
& T H ST A AN A § ST 70 % e ¥ | et W
SR = S TR Heq, it €t § 1 e 9% e A
HHIS 9 AfS WA T € S G HHE B AES € e el
BT | SEEAEIR & o Y8R €. Y SIS 19 Tt H,
S H, Sfed & e &5 § IR T6 3 ereia qeete
ATHR HE G H 1 A HE I S B A o @
B WIS STH e STeeret SR Sty Sienifar et e Hier
il FHAMSa HE Rl 911 SIS AHIAER Sl qo S
Al % SR & YU s yeedt SRA & o Mt
 FISH § ST ST ST, Aae % H1e-91e g <
ST BT TR Gt o B R F ot T & | ST S oy
O ST 9 25 < fore & e, et 1 e e
ST AT TS | S % FeT . YO Sreteh St &, aqof,
I, &, T SIS Wil & R Y oiEn gu s sin
ST T YT 3 BT S 03 § MR o S—
117




IS HAE ST
e Al A9
STR{T FergAfi
wifere AT T, FafEr 2 |
€. I TSI 1 wed -qfied WHeEd i 2w &
T 354 § S o STQT & Wi A7 T § I FrAd G4
T2 ¢ T ofer &9 76 %8 o iF e 2 98 S wew $R
T T i S a0l § 56 6 ifed € 376 Ae o aeea
i e w1 SRR T8l S et uw S o a1 4 %
AITE (A7) i S0 76l i & 391 Tq ¥ S o S
HHA & I S THAAETE giewi o fRe e Sk sEe
aRfY feraT foeqa o1 <. 37 eSifent & e Tl & onw
Tl § 36 Te & WEUR F S 26 %1 e € S5 e
ST HEAAET gfeshio w5 oqd fravi ¥ 39 w6 § o
ST U <Al ToreR g2 § ST el 8— HITR HIgel o
R ‘g% TH-T9 B’ . YU SNRHR §F TMd GHEedER an
TEIAEIET Weil | Faet 7ol Md 928 Smyfe Tgd Srie

oA it gavs o) Swerea <. S[UF ©. i it weRt

STfcEATETE] W § 399 Us Jeq AHaE § THER 8
<Ted & SIR €l § 7% o i God et el |

T MO & WY €. O e w1 w59 R

o1 | 78T Tk TR M1 3% o0 sIgd &8 e WIeTe S S
sifetfer o) T § SRt SEE oft SiiR it % wiemm @ & s
I K F 9| ST R e TIES SET R | $

T & TR gt g 1 o 2 32 ot S WY

39T ehferar H whed §—
¥4 TS Hie Afod
AR IO 17

HIge HIIE 64

X dum=

IEHA A o

IR & yitfse

ARSI

Tl YU S T SioT ¥ Eiie & e, s,
T e, I ST THR o ST e AT sATe s sitag
off fore 21 3 T U8 FEEr & W St ot 9w w5 e
IR SIS &l S &, oF T S ) | Fe 3R T THAT e 5y
Hehed 31 T BT BT & | Gifta at S7h Fore =19 o i st s
1T E TR T | o o W R S, O eTSeR S o e
H U wAT e fRn € ife Rk fn diite et sa
ST o1 S ¥ ST HSehe | S B T ST She
ST ek S @ A ST oI S 4 i e w5 o
Bl T | 3THT T SHhT T 2 | '
ST, U TSTeRT e HH-=- HTeT Wil Tt & RHaaree :
IS Hedh WIHR-T% ST, YU SR & ==y

& STRER Ae-HedT & o | 9eid: S99 Mt &1 {999 7ra
ST HAE-HAS B 1| Seatae <. s ST Miat sk
TSI & | SR A ST S Y7 I 1 9 | S fo
o, S 1 i o iR et il et € 2 S O T 5w
G W S 1 FH g ST T W H T R A=,
GISIRET Wit e =t T8 forq el SaTeT SRR wEen it
Hiilar et e smensit § Sl e s Seg ¥ Seg 7 99 )
et ofte gex o wehar R1 ST e} i B SR ST
ol o w8 fafas qen fawm wfiftafe & ge=m 9 fae
A ] Ct ST st ST fo SRt Aermreet sfte @ @ fawan
0l s it et s ferdrn o1 <F. g3 Tt S il O

119

—



| e it STHHMNG SRS o T geH wHS
Tt wrn mar ® 1 stedt = o9 wreiien & Tidl 6 wHem S
wEl ot fahs oa R TFem Sl P TSR o At
St woen fafu= sifa o, avi-mssiet & s goaa T
T I AW A B SR a7 o A 1 S g 9
ST Toiie e, ferd e’ i sngfen i, o
foim &7 § Swieg 1 $9% STeEr Heeg genyd, o
e, s 35 Ao, faefier fosieft, e e i 4
off €. YU sNRe TH-ag- e I AHadER! gt & 99
Fee ® 1 2. 9 st foee & A1 e a9 fon airel,
whifd, Thfd, feumen senfs ST *) St gea sratHan st
T HEUAT A HFEA T ST 2 | 59 TET 2, g s
1 HU 5= B -~ 'L O TR HH 7 ug we svafe
wHRfoa S arel, Ffd, feum, ot agen St gqes oQ
f< * srafiran 't e fomn et STae AFadETeT ST9AE H1e |
T I SIS T T STHHAR 1o Ga-<a 9fd ST=ifien
19 3 1% Y FaeH

ST Fhal! Toredit fiyata teae €f. 3R &as ©
SRR G WRER Hehed! S-SR TaEavss §9e5eR e
SRR oSl ¥ HHeaeEed SfHE He= TSia-ar &
BTN Sied! SRR & Sheishaish o9& s |8

S Fae we, ¥, Fifs ey wew sima & A

SIS <l efeRt Tq ToT i @ UE 9 81 € afeskh g
IH 6 G S 1 U gEfea ey oI g gfiedt |
Ueh HrGT THIST ! hed T o Hid o Seretone--

TH U feg goemm
SR A A e
91 9 TER uifE
T |0 =M
T AR TfeH 7 ]
TSR, Hiehften, steffier iR sifgs o= w o7 il
I STefd | S, O greifen! % foin avem iR srafie wwy
Toha T fawmer o Iwah STHEA S T % STEEH S0 W
ST ST Gehell & SEIeh TNY-T1Y % A ghes o
foreme =1 steare off feme < e 2
S YO ISR % Tt H HHoRE 1o U Fee 3
T fo=m ¥ & %9 # yiawfod g & | 7S 59 39 50 o #i
T ¥ 3T R B _
. i e o et G ¥ g T W e
I 3R G4 i1 o & S8 19 e =R § | 39 9 S
A ST 2 TR T R S fog il 6 o T sEedt @
SSTER SR-SI g3T1 Sl ST § U S0 I8! 9qd feha i1 @l
3
BT et e g Te.....
=er wieff fogaett T&a
T84 § e wen T
werTs 3nfa feu gaee Ty
I3fa wifa-pa
§ gdes AW
. AT R ferg i 3 ot wiver gvan & g < ol it dlan @
U vt fierspme <7, 3 STt et oft 7o S7el e

121

L




V[T TE & S0 SR T | 56 0 % ) S e o
YT HAAIETET SIS T TeUS <h! ATIT ST Hehell 2 |
BT YO BTSehT % ferardl @ geafera et & aremre

el s{ﬁqmﬁw%sﬁaﬁrﬁ?ﬁﬁm%ﬁﬁwé@

ST, SR, SR, S & fauid U yae afaeme] @1 28T
<k fHreTar € | Tt 7 STET off 98 iRe 1 =i S g 9% 2w
% S SEHI T 9 IS0 2 R A AT g A swH
fodiyr e 2 1 & =6 9 TN w1 S 9o e s
T B ST AERE gt & faada ww dig w1 o)
A1 & TR S YU SIS ST 57 YR e forml ot gob
STYTE 9 38 qU A o7 MG 54 SHa1 1 & 2 SEiferg
SR SRER SETS § G sihieh SHa1 B THRT £ - ' oTe

T e 3 H1 9 & R S T el 9 9w wel

FI ST € Wil HHA 1 ASTE B | ST T A B A= R
T ® | BT, V3T wTSifenT wfe siifq s & o famnt °, fae
H SIS R ST Wk ST =1 I S AT ST G
TNEd v | FHifr a2} uRadT #t vee Hidt =
U TSR 36 e H YA T Tt F whHe v @ e
SToh! HIFEIEE! T T SaIel ©9 @1 ST HHT & | Th IS0
TR v frm s - _
"IN U, g VRN
Tl T8 A ferr |
S TSI T HEE T
TR = T forer 1
STRIITET T . S TIwient 1 IwftE & TewE a1

(1 & fef A ST 9T skt SR qEET TR § Siad et

ST farT =hl feere & eifHena &1 | fae soeh sTarst § 3 g
4t #al ) i geF-ufiad FH § e @ | s € et
SRl SIS Wi TUHTST 1 <RA S0 ST Fr-vitar § iy
TR ETH ST W EHAE -
‘ﬁwaﬁmﬁaﬂﬁaﬂ?&rﬁ
 TlieE-Sfed Jesi e
e dl Ted T W S
A R AL S
ST TS Ael 9
&S e sl S
agaawnﬁmﬁﬁaﬁa‘rﬁmﬁmﬁ
Sl YU TSI Had STHH I YRA % TS TE 9 @
TSI & T % MEeh & | 32 3T ST Tt 3 Aeam
Y AU SO T gie % ded ST S srfiE s
& HHIT] ST HeATSH o foran %% favae W o
ST 1 IR F E | S TR St AeaEet afie v gee
TR | i <. YU eI fage TrTfies- mamaﬁﬁaﬂﬁuﬁﬁ
ﬁléfﬁ?ﬁﬁﬂﬁ%——
e fore, e
TG HgH
JER YA B
HehaTe AN e
BIEERICISRL G T
il e Sl i BTt & T H ueh aeRio e
& for 9% Sftam % gem St T @ B i sTn o eifn
(e & et € i g7 seret @ uftgef %1 <F. i wrife o
e ) it smror Tia = € o1 6 @ st at A ey
e e Y T T
123

—_—'*-"




VO, Wit S HelemIST ! oht wefsarer-gul et % Wremrae :

TAN & e 8 AR S F omenat w s
it ST wecaT & we < i g o Mt § e
< § | ot i gt 1 S feregpat o e o reittE o=
o 1 Tefh1 g Framen ST Sk fore Trfen & fire o e
& WY T YT SR SET W § e 39 ST ey
ST § | STeh ST 711t 3 38 e 1 Gae, gut ok vt
& i Tl el B ToR SEd ' fiew 1 ok v ww
ST HolsviieT AR & 5 € Wevel & I ¥ 1 <. Wit 5w a5
<t U1 & AT E— iR TR T S eRT S IR
M T TE— fog f e et &% sk iaa g eite
VYT I e HiS, 1 TE HaeA9ieT WoR Tt Taet
HRAE T 4 T8g 1"

s TR RS O T 4R % @ @ o s oy

19 TiTi} H =i Tt B & I ST grghe o S wifva fram
R ot S & IR o wed a—

Thfafsfm o

UL Qi

% TR 1|
Trend - .

<. i B 3 om i P % e o TR

AHEAETGT giteeniol W & S I8 9Me 3R 39% st % g
IR 3T AT T Heed 1 War ik ghrsie @ 3
St % W1, A & 9 ST e ST 3% o § yeet 'y
T ST § 9% S MO S ST & MO % w9 H TH o
TEAr TSl § 1 Sfet & 9/€ 379 T ki usw Heq Suefs ¥
11 & TS % ferw, staret et % faw . i weife w5 g

124

HEM Yoo § SR I@ S MUl i get €1 S i e
it ok shvs, H d WerHd: SR ST=Ia: Siad €, Ti<d gol §, S
ST, T, TIE— STH! S T IGh A e ST
3o T, ST Gelt Segehart | S §7iid 9% e 8, 9%

HIETH & S FHAICHT TR STEAN S Sia srerewy 7 ot S8H

SR SR AT ook T Wl € | F. 07 SISIER! 1 107 56
& o TR} 1 g - <iTesh & | €. 93 SISTeht Hed S AMa
TS hl §HS % Seet i G @Y % HRiel § i & "M
A =91 T = § 1 gHd oo 6 el ST A S A SR

. 3T ST § 39 T 9Ar | T o # Aot wesrs

=1 TSl g MU % HIEAH W sl WEA =R © S 59 feen B
o ®el 7 FEl g i ® T

HIFEA o e €. YU SISIERT Aaal i 1gfd Are-
39 1w ofl, wf ot e T R e a9 6 ST W wi)
it forg T s1era YeRfreres Tita H i 21 Wre 9 A1 Ao
e STRIERT T e Yafed gu TSR A1 € | S o S THiagH,
HASYH, SWUH S T & g § Sont 98 S 1w
IE T T, MO IR % TR Tl A e AredEe-gfie &
HRU & T SFHH TN ARG & GHY S F w2l o ol 9w S
g5l & 9 fafed & wEn §1 safee R ST Tt ® faf
SiteFTes! H ST % Yeith Sl ST9H YRl <@ Uil ¢ |

Teh TS i, A1 36k 0T i IUATST AT TR g
$B TR R it € o a2 o ot 5t Sitar-gfte @ wiar #
AN TR 1 Foree fafay, SHer ol difes qdet 9 san foau
A HHE U1 S | ST == 3 STHR T 3a 9 < S
o @, o eeifent =@ +ft gwet ®@ 21 fafsra w0 @ @ Wi
WISTUEhT B T & STeheTT i TU SaT el STedfet 1l gl
e siniet # 579 e Teitwsmer snt et e shed & S e srfien

125

!




WIf off . S SRR I oie e S T § | e
501 A1 T € TR S i e & il H gre o) weea =
IR Heesl YoM fohan e ®) Sl STt fret oik glatwm

gftesflt qui wfed @1 Anf it s T ) eT: Jee S g

afE TS SR Al o Wi S @ S, SO Ten &
T St SR 1 S S |

%;

0, AEHARA (FFEeR) TMREE!, SHadt 2012 9. . 111
TE- . §. 37
TE- . 9. 7
W, WA (FPIReR) TTREET, SHad 2015 9. 9. 56
el- . 9. 56
- 7. 6. 43
o, AEHAA (PR ) TREET, Sad 2015 Y. 9. 49
FEl- 7. 9. 55
qereid - 9. H. 12
10. 99, WEHARA (WHIeE) TRE, el 2012 Y. 9. 41

I

SKILL DEVELOPMENT THROUGH ITI:
A CASE STUDY OF ITI BARPETA, ASSAM

Piyali Ghosh

Asst. Prof. Dept. of Economics
G.L.Choudhury College,
Barpeta Road.

Introduction:

With more than 54% of Indian population below 25
year (according to 2011 census) India has become one
of the youngest nations of the world. Again with 62% of
Indian population in the age group 15-59 India has a large
workforce which can be considered as a democratic gift.
Democratic dividend occurs when the proportion of
working population is high in a country. India has to
translate this democratic gift into democratic advantage
or democratic dividend which results in high rate of
economic growth. To reap the benefits of demographic
advantage India must 'impart required skill to her large
workforce. Based on data from the 68th round of NS50)
at present 4.69% of Indian workforce has undergone
formal skill training as compared to 68% in UK, 75% in
Germany, 52% in USA, 80% in Japan and 96% in Sotth
IKorea, According to a report the global economy |4

expected to face 56 million skilled manpower shortages
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by 2020. Launching the National Skill Development
Mission on 15th July 2015 PM Modi in his speech said
that while in the 20th century the IITs made name for
themselves globally, now in the 21st century ITls
(Industrial Training Institute) should acquire global
recognition for producl:"i‘r'ig'c'['uality skill manpower.

Assam is one of the eight North Eastern states has
31169272 population (according to 2011 census) out of
which more than 60% population belongs to the age
group 15-59. Within the population of 15-59 age group
proportion of population of 20-24 age group is higher.
The dependency ratio is about 65% in Assam as compared
to 60% (according to World Bank) in the all India level. In
the field of technical education Assam is lagging far
behind the all India level.

Objective: :

Objective of the present study is to examine the role
that is played by the ITIs in imparting technical skil.!
among youths of Assam, particularly, the study aims to
examine the role played by ITI Barpeta in this direction.
Data collection:

Both primary and secondary data are used for the
study. Primary data are collected from the office of the
Deputy Director, Directorate of Employment and
Craftsman Training, office of [Tl Barpeta. Secondary data
are col!ected'from various books, internet, Economic
Survey India and Assam.
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Profile of study area:

Barpeta is one of the 28 districts of Assam with
Barpeta town as district-headquarter. According to 2011
census, area of Barpeta districtis 2677 sq.km, population
is 1693190 and density of population is 632 per sq.km.
ITI Barpeta is one of the 28 ITls of Assam established in
the year 1971. Actually a guest ITl was established in
Guwahatiin the year 1964 which was shifted to Barpeta
in the year 1971and has been operating since then. It is
to be mentioned here that at present Assam has 28 (one
in each district) operating ITls and 44 other ITls under
construction. Itis a recognized institute/college of Govt.
Assam. Status: ITl under the Scheme Upgradation of 1396
Govt. ITls through Public Private Partnership covered
during 2008-09. The institute is situated at the heart of
Barpeta town. Their objective is to impart quality
Industrial Training to the trainees to meet the growing
demand of skilled worker in the industries and to make
the trainees stand on their own feet either by wage
employment or self emp!oyment Their present staff
position is as follows:

1. Administrative - 1no
2. Training Staff = 200n0s
3. Ministerial Staff - 4nos
4. Other Staff =, 2 NS
5. Grade |V Staff =~ 10iies

At present ITl Barpeta is offering 6 courses uider
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NCVT (National Council for Vocational Training) and 5

courses under SCVT (State Council for Vocational )

Training). It is to be mentioned here that the curriculum
and examination of the institute follows central norms.
Analysis and Findings: _ ‘ _

At the time of incept'ian-‘d?f ITl at Barpeta, there were
11 nos of training staffs with the supervisor Sri Tulsi Nath
Hazarika and 4 nos of office staffs. The institute was
- started with four courses, viz, Electrician, Fitter,
Wireman and Welder (G&E). But to cater the growing
need of the economy as well as the sdciety ITI Barpeta
has introduced new courses from time to time. The
details of the courses introduced in various years are as
follows: ‘ - ;

1. Cutting & Tailoring course was introduced in the

year 1984, ,

2. Stenography (English) was introduced in the year
1985. :

3.  Mechanic Motor Vehicle (M[VIV) was introduced in
the year 1988. '

4.  Three short term courses, viz, Office Equipment

Operating and Maintenance, Diesel Vehicle .
Repairing and Steel Furniture Making, were

introduced in April 2005.

5. Four new tracies, viz, Mechanic Electronics,
Mechanic Ref.& AC, Hair & Skin Care and COPA
(Computer Operator and programming Asst.), were

introduced in Aug. 2005.
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Required qualification for admission in all the
courses except-Wireman and Welder (G&E) is Post-matric
and for Wireman and Welder (G&E) it is under-matric.
Intake capacity of the entire course was 16 each up to.
2008. But after 2008 intake capacities for all the courses
haveincreased. The present intake capacity and duration
of different courses-are given below.

Table-1: Intake capacity, Affiliation status, Duration
and required Qualification for NCVT courses, ITI Barpeta

SI. No. Name of the | Duration | Intake Required | Affiliation
course (in year) | capacity | qualification | status
I Electrician 2 21*2=42 | Postmatric | Affiliated
(Govt. of
India)
2 Fitter 2 21%2=42 -do- “=do-
3 Wireman 2 21%2=42 | undermatric -do-
4 Welder( G&E) 2] 15%2=30 -do- ~do-
5 Stenographer 1 21*1=21| Postmairic -do-
(English)
6 Sewing 1 21*1=21 -do- ~clo~
Tecnology ‘

Source: Office of IT] Barpeta.

Table-2: Intake capacity, Affiliation status, Duration and
required ~ Qualification for SCVT course, ITI Barpeta

SI. | Name of the | Duration | Intake | Required | Affiliation

No. course (in year) | capacity | qualification slafus
1 Mechanic D 21 | Postmatric Nol
Motor Affilinted
Vehicle sl
2 Mechanic 2 21 - ~do- o
Electronics .
3 Mechanic 2 21 ~do- Al
Ref&AC .
/4 CORA N ] 21 -do- ilis
] Basic | 21 ~clo- s
Cosmetology e [ 18
Source: Office of IT1 Barpeta,
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ITI Barpeta is the only institute in the district
imparting Industrial training to the youth of the locality.
Hence they have to face huge pressure at the time of
admission. Though the intake capacity of the institute
has increased but it is far below the required level. They

are facing other problems also. Some of them are-
problem of infrastructure, tools and equipments are not

up-to-date, under availability of materials necessary for

practical training, shortage of staff, etc. Regarding -

placement after completion of the courses, their opinion
is that they are not responsible for placement directly,
but once the trainees become skilled for different trade
they can be self employed if cannot find wagé
employment.

Conclusion: :

Demographic Dividend is neither automatic nor
indefinite. According to the Document on the framework
of implementation of the National Mission for Skill
Development, this demographic advantage is predicted
to last only until 2020. Hence India has to formulate
required strategy for inculcate required skills in its
workforce to reap the demographic dividend. In this
direction ITls of India as well as Assam can play an
important role. Hence the central as well as state govt.

should take initiative to increase the seats in trhesel

institutes and solve all the problems from which such
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institutes are suffering so that ITls can serve the nation
successfully.
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CONTRIBUTIONS OF WESTERN
PHILOSOPHERS TOWARDS
PRE-SCHOOL EDUCATION

'Dr. Shahidul Islam Jadid
Asst. Prof. in Education,
G. L. Choudhury College,

Barpeta Road.

Introduction :

Pre-primary education is a very comprehensive
education which includes parental education, pre-natal
as well as post-natal education and child care. it extends
from the birth of the child to his entrance into a regular
and formal schooling. Educational thinkers and
practitioners starting from Socrates to Plato, from
Montessori to Mahatma Gandhi have contributed their
mite to the growth and development of early childhood
education. More than two thousand years ago, Socrates,
Plato and Aristotle laid stress on the im portance of early
childhood education and pleaded for adequate care of
the young children. Contributions of the great Western
educators like Montessori, Froebel, Rouassou etc. have
been highlighted in following paragraphs:

COMENIUS e
John Amos Comenius (1592-1670) is generally
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regarded as the "father of modern education" He
occupies a place of commanding importance. He
introduces and dominates the whole of modern
education from early childhood to secondary education
and his relation to our present teaching practices is
compared with that of Copernicus and Newton towards
modern science. '

Comenius wrote extensively on religious and
educational topics. The most outstanding work by him
on education is the Great Didactic. Comenius has written
in the book (1896) "The duty of teachers of the young. .
. .is none other than to skillfully scatter the seeds of
instruction in'their mind, and to carefully water God's
plants". He believes that nature is the best teacher,
Quoting Cicero very aptly, he says "if we take nafure as
our guide, she will never lead us astray”, seeing is
believing", i.e., direct experience. Comenius laid more
stress on practice than theory. He, therefore says, "What
has to be done, must be learned by practice. Artisans do
not detain their apprentices with theories, but set them
to do practical work at an early stage. Thus, they learn
to forge by forgoing to crave by carving, to paint by
painting, and to dance by dancing. Similarly the students
should learn to write by writing, to talk by talking, to
sing by singing and to reason by reaéoning.

According to Comenius education should be natural
and lively. There is no use to dumping the mind with
dead ideas and words. he therefore observes, "the prope|
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education of the young does not consist in stuffing their
heads with a mass of words, sentence and idea dragged
together out various authors, but in opening their
understanding to the outer world, so that a Iivihg stream
may flow from their own mind just as leaves, flowers
‘and fruit spring from the buds on a tree...

Comenius wants that the desire to know and to learn
should be exited in boys in every possible manner. The
method of instruction should lighten the drudgery of
learning,  that there may be nothing to hinder the
students from making progress with their studies. On
the whole, he says, "The desire to learnis kindled in boys
by parents, by master by the school, by the subjects of
instruction, by the method of teachmg, and by the
authority of the state."

His description of a school, particularly pre-primary
school as given below is very lucid, vivid and interesting.
M.W. keatinge has mentioned, "The school itself should
be a pleasant place, and attractive to the eye both within
and without. Within the room should be bright and clean,
and its walls should be ornamented by pictures. These
should be either portraits of celebrate men, geographical
maps, historical please or other ornaments. with-out,
there should be an open place to walk and to playin (for
this is absolutely necessaryfor children, as we shall show
later), and these should also be a garden attached, into
which the scholars may be allowed to go from time to
time and where they may feast their eyes on trees,
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flowers, plants. If this be done, boys will in all probability,

go to school with as much pleasure as to fairs, where

they always hope to see and hear something new"
ROUSSEAU :

Jean Jacques Rousseau (1712-1778) is accorded a
unique place among Western educational author.

- Rousseau's ideas on childhood education, principles of

curriculum, methods of teaching etc. have been well
presented in his immortal work "Emile", Children's
interested are regarded by him as the basis of all his
education. That is the student is ti be interested in
something and as a result of his interest he will learn, As
Laska and Goldstein have remarked, "the student would
always have the option ofwithdrawihgfrom the learning

‘'situation at any time if he should so desire™

In Emile, Rousseau has said, "Men be kind to your
fellow men, this is your first duty, kind to every age and
station, kind to all that is not foreign to humanity. What
wisdom can you find that is greater than kindness? Love
childhood, include its sports, its pleasures, its delightful
instincts... why rob these innocents of the joys which
pass so quickly, of that precious gift which they cannot
abuse? Why fill with bitterness the fleeting days of early
childhood, days which will no more return for them than
foryou?.... Mankind hasits piace in sequence of things;
childhood has its place in the sequence of human life;
the man must be treated as a man and the child as a
child. Give each his place, can keep him there",
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Rousseau makes a strong plea for giving full freedom to
children. He says that he must learn from his own
experience and he should not be spoon-fed. Rousseau
says, " give his body constant exercise, make it strong
and healthy, in order to make him good and wise; Let
him work, let him do thitgs; let him run and shout, let
him we always on the go, man of him in strength, and he
will soon be men in reason. of course, buy this method
‘you will make him stupid you are always giving him
directions, always saying come here, go there, stop, do

this, do not do that if your head always guides his hands,
" he's own mind will become useless".

Rousseau enunciates the principal, "never
substitute the symbol for the thing" which is reminiscent
of Comenius's preference for the use of ndn-verb,al
experience in teaching. According to him, children are
restless and curious by nature. "The first principle of
curiosity, a principal natural to human heart, though its
growth is proportional to the development of our feelings
and knowledge".

Like Comenius, Rousseau is a great prophet of
nature. He not believes in words, verbal explanation of
descriptions. His says, " never tell the child what he

cannot understand: no description, no eloquence, no

figures to speech, no poetry.... | them, nor do they
remember them. Things | cannot repeat it too often. We
lay too much stress upon words; we teachers babble,
and or scholars follow or example”.
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Rousseau hates words and likes activities in schools. He,
therefore advises, "teach by doing whenever you can and
only fall back upon words when doing is out of question".
PESTALOZZI :

Johann Henrich Pestalozzi (1746- 1827) is one of

the great western educators. Robert Ulich has declared

that "Pestalozzi's example of " let the little children come
into me" probably had its greater effect on modern
education, then all that philosophers ever said or wrote
about the tasks and characters of education” (Which,
1945} His educational philosophy has been reflected in
his two basic books "The method" and "How Gertrude
teaches her children" and his ideas were worked out
Indian internationally famous place at Verdon.

He seemed to have been immensely influenced by
the educational doctrines of Rousseau and Comenius like
whom he say, "Lead your child out into nature, teach
him on the hill-tops and in the valleys. There he will listen
better, and the sense of freedom will give him more
strength to overcome difficulties. But in these hours of
freedom let him be taught by nature rather than by you.
Let him fully realize that she is the real teacher at her
side, should a bird sing or an insect hum on a leaf, at
once stop your talk, birds and insects are teaching him,
you may be silent"(Reger De Gumips,1895).Like
Rousseau, Pestalozzi has a hatred for verbalization. All
words learned without thinking produce almost hopeless
confusion in our minds, but how clear our knowledge
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would be, if we could receive the truth without alloy.
"He adds", Teach him by the things themselves; Let him
see for himself, here, find out, fall, pick himself up, make
mistakes, no word, in short when action is possible, what
he can do for himself, let him do it: let him be always
accepted, always actii}é, and let the time you leave him
to himself they represent by far the greatest part of his
childhood. You will then see that nature teaches him
better than men".

Liberty is the life-blood of Pestalozzian education.
Without adequate freedom to child cannot enjoy living
and learning Pestalozzi has aptly said, " it is impossible
to curtail a child's liberty without t, to some extent,
incurring is dislike. Experience proves that children, who

“have been too much under restrain, make up for it later
by excesses in the opposite direction". '

Pestalozzi also believes in obedience of children to

wise and well-meaning teachers and parents. He
therefore says, "Without it there is no education possible.
There are crises, indeed, when the child would be ruined
by being allowed his liberty.... He must obey the wise
teacher or the father he has learned to respect; But only
in case of necessity must an order be given".

Thus, in Pestalozzian education there is balance

quahtity of freedom and obedience of children the
teacher's control should be exercised with love and :

understanding for children.
Pestalozzi has given family love and cares an
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important place in the life and education of the child. He
believes that in the absence of parent's affection, the
child's education must be impaired. He has made it very
clear by saying, "the bond of family life is a bond of love.
It is the means given by God for awakening the capacity
forlove in the individual. In its purest form it is the most
sublime factor imaginable in the education of our race.
When love and capacity for love are present in the™
domestic circle, one might say beforehand that no form
of education can fail to succeed. One might well-night
that, whenever, a child does not seem to be kind,
vigorous and active, it is because his capacity for love
has no found that succor and guidance at home which it
should". - : '

Pestalozziis the pioneer in psychologizing education
and bringing harmony in the relations of the child with
is environment-home, school and community. He says -
with all clarity and vividness. "l am trying to psychologies
the instruction of mankind; | am trying to bring it into
harmony with the nature of my mind, with that of my
circumstances and my relations to others”.

FROEBEL . '

Friedrich Froebel (1782-1852) is a world famous
educator and has the unique distinction of being the
developer of the kindergarteh system and a set of special
instructional materials call "Gifts". His important works
on education are "The education of men" and .
"Pedagogies of the kindergarten”. Froebel considered
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himself "an educator of mankind" and believed that
education must begin in early childhood. According to
him child nature has its fullest expression in play which
should be the means of child education. He started
kindergarten which meant children's garden where they
may grow as naturally as plants under the care of an
expert gardener. He devoted his life to the founding of
kindergartens and elaborating his methods and principles
and devising instructional aides for kindergartens.

Froebel seas a unity in all do diversities. He believes
in an internal law which governs all things. According to
him God is almighty and then there is the universal unity
of God. "All things live and have their being in and
through the divine unity, in and through Gad.... Nature
as well as existing things, is a manifestation, a revelation
of God". Hence the aim of education should be according
to Froebel, to help the child to realize unity in diversity.
He should be educated in accordance with the laws of
his development.

Unlike Rousseau, Froebel believes that the child

should properly, develop only in the society. He does
not want to take him out of the society. Rather he insists
onh group activities in home, school and community.
School, according to him, has sample social significance.
It enables the child to discover his own individuality and
to develop his personality. The child's capacity can be
fully developed through cooperation and join activities.

According to Froebel "play is self-active
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representation of inner necessity and impulse. Play is
the purest, most spiritual activity of man.... It gives,
therefore, joy, freedom, contentment, inner and outer
rest, peace with the world". He developed "gifts", number
games, rhythmic plays, dances, songs, drawing,
geometric studies and group games involving dialogues
and corporation. He practically removed the distinction
between play and work.

Froebel believes in the value of children's manual
work. The child is according to him, a worker by nature.
Manual work is a precondition for realization of the
pupil's personality. The child gets pleasure in
constructive work through which his ideas find concrete
expression. |

Natural study occupies an important place in the
child's curriculum devised by Froebel. It provides different
opportunities for his learning experiences through
numerous activities. Materials for reading, writing,
language, number and constructive work are provided
by nature study.

Froebel's educational ideas have been realized
through kindergartens. Kocher has rightly bbéei*ved,
"Ever since the time of Plato, men have said that
education should begin with the beginning of life and
continue to the end of it. Froebel at least made a
beginning in his direction" . The advice given by Froebel
"educate every child as if he were your own" contains all
the important principles of child's education.
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DEWEY
~ John Dewey (1859-1952) was one of the
outstanding educational philosophies as well as
practitioneré of the western world. He exerted profound
influence on the school programmes and practices in
~various countries through' his works and writings, His
significant books in education are the school of society.
The child and the curriculum, democracy and education
and experience and education. His fundamental doctrine
in education is that the pupil mast be an active learner.
Dewey has contributed a lot to the development of
activitiés and experience-centre curriculum. His
educational philosophy is called pragmatism which
always tends to stress action rather than reflection and
does not believe in any divorce between theory and
practice. The important principle of pragmatism is
"learning by doing" and stresses that the child learns
much better from his own activity than from instruction.
These principles have also helped the development of
dynamics methods of teaching and learning such as
project method, problem solvi'ng method and so on.
Robert R. Rusk has, therefore said, "the activities in which
the boy engages have all the characteristics of project-
practical problems involving corporative effort and
affbrding intellectual and moral training" (Rusk, 1948)'.
Freedom is an important element in the education
propounded by Dewey. Nothing should be imposed on
the child from above. Anything impairing one's freedom
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is disliked and even play when imposed tends how to
lose its charm. Dewey has, therefore remarked, "Force
nothing on the child.... Give it free movement..... Let it
go from one interesting object to another.... We must
wait for the desire of the child, for the consequences of
need. "A project when organized in a free atmosphere is
a play activity and children engaged in such a project
feel pleasure of a play even though they have to work
hard. Kochar has explained this, " there is a marked
contrast between the boy making bricks for the room
he is building and the labourer doing exactly the same
things as his daily work. One is playing; the other is
working although the physical effort made by each may
be exactly the same". |
The child learns most effectively when heis able to

complete definite job. Therefore, any work can be divided
into a series of "tasks", "jobs" or "projects", which can
be finished in a reasonable time. This makes learning
through doing more interesting and also makes it more
effective. Children thus get the joy and pride in doing
such jobs and taking to the completion.

MONTE$SORI

Maria Montessori (1870-1952) achieved a universal

reputation for her unique contributions to the early
childhood education. Her book "The Montessori",
Method which gives a basic statement of her views
regarding childhood education. Her schools for
youngsters are called "Children's House". Although her
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approach is based on "liberty", actually discipline is
enforced in the children's house. Montessori has aptly

asked, "Discipline must come through liberty. Here is a '

great principle which is difficult for followers of common-
school methods to understand. How shall one obtain
discipline in the class of free children?"

Montessori, one of the world's great educators
believed has invested human beings with the urge and
power to fulfill themselves she developed a new system
of education as a joyful process of self-discovery and self-
realization. She at first worked for the deficient children
and then for the younger children under six in
kindergarten where she tried out her own ideas.
Montessori achieved many accomplishments as
anthropologist, doctor and educator. She was a scientist

as well as a democrat. As a scientist she aimed at

education children with real objects and organizing
learning situations psychologically. As a democratic she
strongly pleaded for individual liberty and adaptly
promoted the full and free development of children.
Montessori laid stress on the development of the
child's individuality to the maximum. She did not believe
in external motivation for accelerating learning. She
pointed out that it is not fear of punishment all hope of

reward that motivates a child, but the sheer satisfaction

of the work itself. The greater reward, according to her,
is to go from stage to another.
Montessori advocated education as a development
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process; she emphasized the complete unfolding of the
child's individuality. She observes "the child is a body
which grows and a soul with developes...... We must
neither mar nor stifle the mysterious form which lies
within these two forms of growth, but wait for the
manifestation which we know will succeed on another.
Conclusion: ‘ :

Pre-school education is considered to be an
important and essential part of the whole educational
process. Everywhere weather it is urban or rural areas
pre-school education getting more attention from the
parents. Formal type pre-schooling was started by
western thinkers and contributed a lot in developing and
shaping child's education system in a proper way. We
must know about the great works done by these
philosophers as pre-school system is giv'en' most
importance in present day worldwide.
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MANAGEMANT OF RESOURCES
ISSUES AND CONCERN

Madhurjya Deka,
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Natural resources are materials from the earth that
are used to support life and meet people's needs. It
also can be define as something that occurs naturally
within environments that exist relatively undisturbed by
mankind, in a natural form. A natural resource is often
characterised by amount of biodiversity and geo-diversity
existent exiStents_ in various ecosystems. Any natural
substance that humans use can be considered a natural
resource. Oil, Coal, Natural Gas, Metals, Stone and Sand
are natural resources. Other natural resources are air,
sunlight, soil and water. Animals, birds, fish and plants
are natural resources as well.

There are two kinds of natural resources -

1.  Renewable: Renewable resources are those natural
resources such as trees, water, sun and wind that
can be replenished at about the same rate at which
they are used.

2l Non renewable: Non renewable resources arethose
- 156
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currently as part of the national effort towards wasteland

“development .

1. Integrated wastelands developed project schemes

2. Technology development extension and training
schemes

3. Supportto NGOs / agencies schemes

4. . Investment promotional schemes

5. Wasteland development task force

Soil is literally the material we live on , it is the material

that supports what we build, treats the generated wastes

and purifies water . soil and water conservation are key

factors in maintaining soil quality and fertility .Soil

erosion is the process in which the top layers are

removed and carried away from one place to another .

Which degrades the quality and fertility of it . The time

required to from new soil is so long . A host of practices

such as bunding mulching , soil moisture conservation

etc. :

One way to achieve and maintain a fertile soil isto
apply organic materials instead of chemicals . The
improper use of pesticides or excess fertilization can
pollute the soil and inhabit or exclude plant growth ,
industrialized society produces a wide variety of
chemicals and radioactive wastes which are disposed off
on land and make land population .

So, proper soil management also involves proper
maintenance of organic and inorganic composnt:on of
soil.
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ENERGY

We can mainly received energy from non -
conventional , conventional and nuclear sources . Non -
conventional energies includes Biomass , solar, fuel ,
hydel, geothermal, co- geperation and wind . Moreover
conventional energies includes natural oil , gas, coal
and nuclear energies . We the human beings are availing
energy in our daily life in various purposes .

So, energy from all sources may manage in ways

_for use of human needs.

MINARAL RESOURCES

Though above 3000 minerals are known only about
100 minerals are used in human society for various
purposes. India has a large numbers of economically
useful mineral resources. About 2/3 of its iron deposits
liein a belt along Orissa and Bihar border . Moreover it
has the world's largest deposit of coal. India produces
3/4 of worlds mica .Petroleum deposits in several regions
of the country. Nuclear uranium and rare earth also found
inIndia . Thus India is endowed with rich mineral. Mineral
resources are used for various needs of our society.
BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES

It is include food, fiber, medicinal, fuel wood,
ornamental plants and animals. About 5000 plant
species are used as food and fibers for ornamental and
horticultural purposes with new hybrids . There is a clear
relationship between the conservation of biological
diversity and the discovery of new biological resources..

Ideas on developing plant species for wider use and or
economic benefits can be derived from studies on the
use of plants. India is a very long history of using
medicinal plants. Wood is a primary source of fuel in
third world countries. Wildlife is also facing the spectre
of destruction . Due to destruction of forests , pollution,
climatic changes and extensive hunting of animals, many
species of wildlife have become extinct.
CONCLUSION

We have highlighted the concern related to the
management of natural resources such aswater , land,
soil , energy, minerals and biologicél resources . With ,
wise and careful planning and management these
resources will 1ast longer and can be maintained for
future generations. ;
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CAUSES AND EFFECTS OF MIGRATION
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Introduction:

Migration is:a common phenomenon among the
birds and animals. A large numbers of birds migrate from
Siberia towards the tropical world is an interesting
subject of study in zoogeography and biogeography. Like
birds and animals, migration of people is also a kind of
natural phenomenon for the safe and advantageous life
and livelihood. An interesting area of population studies
reveals that due to a number of factors people migrate
from one place to another. Among the factors economic,
geographical, political and social factors combined
together to put a lot of pressure to migrate. Migration
effects a little in several ways both in the source of
migration and the destination to which it is migrated.
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Aims and objectives of the study:
' The prime aim of the present study is to highlight
the causes of migration of different people to greater
Bajali area, especially, a rapidly developed town like
Pathsala of lower Assam. The present study is aimed to
highlight the problems of the area due to migration of
people to the town from the different parts of Assam
Methodology of the Study:

To achieve the aim of the present study different
methods are used to collect the required information
from various sources. Questionnaire, interview,
discussion with the citizens and own experience are used
to gather informations for the study.

The study area: :

Pathsala is located in the eastern- middle part of
Barpeta district of Assam. Geographical co-ordinate of
the town is 26.499382North Latitude and 91.179271East
Longitude. It covers an area of 08 square kilometer,
having population of 9652 in 2001 census and 11242 in
2011 census. According to latest census data the literacy
rate of Pathsala town is 92.80% as compared to Assam
I.e. 72.19%.The literacy rate is higher among the male
population(95.25%) as compared to female(90.17).

It is the second sub divisional head quarter of
Barpeta District. Pathsala is a rapidly growing town of
lower Assam. Earlier, Pathsala was a center of agricultural
based business due to its rich agricultural surplus. After
It get status of sub divisional head quarter in 1986-87,
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the importance of Pathsala town is increased and it
attracts the people from various places to settle here.
90% of population in Pathsala town is ethnic Assamese
and they speak Assamese, the rest 10% of population
are from mixed culture and they speak their own
language like Bengali, Hindi; Marwari, etc. Culturally
pathsalais the heritage of mobile theatre in Assam. The
mobile theatre groups of Assam have their origin in
Pathsala town. The mobile theatre groups of Assam have
curved a special niche as the mass entertainers in Assam.
These groups, popularly known as "Bhramyaman
theatre" arranges shows through out Assam and some
parts of neighbouring states. Pathsala also the famous
for the Devadashi dance which was originate in the Dubi
~ Parihareswari Devalaya, which is located in 3 K.M. south
of the town.

Educationally Pathsala is famous for its glory in the
HSLC, HSSLC and other university examination results.
Every year a quite good number(s) of students passed
from different institution with highest ranked and
subsequent ranked. The Bajali College is situated in
Pathsala, itis one of the good college in north east India
for science, arts and tourism studies. Apart from Bajali
College, there is a long list of educational institution
pertaining education from primary to post graduate level.
At present there are 32 numbers of educational institute
in Pathsala, out of them 02 institute are engaged up to
P.G. level, 87 institute engaged up to U.G. level, 15
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institute engaged up to H.S. level, 22 institute engaged
up to High school Ievel; 24 institute engaged primary
and preprimary level. More over 3 institutes engaged in
distance learning mode. Qut of the total a number of
institutes engaged in more than one level. i
Pathsala is connected well with the rest of India

through rail, and road ways. Pathsala rail way station is
one of the important stations in Assam, while NH-31
touches the town at east-west direction; pathsala also
the zero point of Indo- Bhutan international highway. A
number of causes associated with the migration of
people to Pathsala from different localities in different
times. ;
Causes of migration of people to Pathsala:
Economic Cause:

~Pathsala is known for its mobile theatre groupi.e.
Bhramyaman theatre. At the beginning of every session
more than 200 people come to this town and engaged
in the theatre activities. Some of them come due to non-
availability of cultivable land in the area where they are
permanen'tfy settled and there is no alternative job for
livelihood. Pathsala being a center of business; it attracts
the people to leave their places of birth in search of having
better economic opportunities. Due to business
opportunities the prices of land become skyrocketing in
Pathsala area. In such a situation some land lords of fringe
areas sale their agricultural land for residential purpose
and he himself build his own residence in the core areas
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of the town and leave their places of birth and become
urban resident of the town. Being a sub divisional

headquarters a number of government and private
offices located in the town, the employees of such offices

settled permanently as well as in rental basis and give
rise to the growth of pbpulation in the town. Moreover,
due to high possibilities of business number of

. businessman come to the town to operate their own

business.
Political cause: :

Since the last decade of 20th century, immediately
with starting of Bodo movement for a separate state of
their own, groups of Assamese people leave their
'perm'anent settlement in Bodo areas of present Baksa
district of Assam and come to Pathsala area to settle
here permanently. It is found that last few years in the
horthern part of Barpeta District has been considered as
the most sensitive area for differentinsurgency problems
and it basically includes financial demands to the
common people, different cases of extortion, different
racial conflicts and riots at different times have made
people to live in a hell like situation; in this situation
some people who are little bit financially sound they have
been pondering hope to migrate some safe places where
they can live in a peaceful environment. And in'search of

~ suitable place the financially sound , some Assamese

families along with other communities of northern part
Barpeta district choose Pathsala as their convenient place
to live in.
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Better Education facilities: 7
During last few years Pathsala shows better results
in both HSLC, HSSLC, UG and PG level examinations. In
HSSLC and HSLC examination students from different
private as well as government educational institutions
- of Pathsala ranked top, which attract a group of families
from different areas of Assam. In pathsala, the HSLC,
HSSLC and other examinations results act as the key
factor to establish new private educational institute to
cater the needs of the admission seeker at primary,
secondary and degree level. Education sector in Pathsala
can be considered as one of the profitable business

~ therefore, at present more than 32 institutes engage in

differentlevelsi.e. primary to post graduate. More than
100 private hostels allow accommodating to about 3000
students. Moreover a number of students boarding at

rented houses with their parents to obtain better
education.

Religious Cause:

Religion becoming an important factor for
migration. The people migrate from their birth place to
anew place when there isreligious intolerance and those
in position do not allow other than their own religious
to function similarly, in some cases other people migrate
to places where they find religion of their belief is
followed. Due to rich cultural background, good social
behavior and Hindu domain in the entire area, people
from Hindu origin prefer Pathsala as their destination to
migration,
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Better civic facilities:

As an urban area Pathsala enjoy several
opportunities like 30 bedded government FRU hospital,
state-of the-art private nursing home, doctors chambers,
pharmacy, better communication system, rail-road
connectivity with rest of the country, peaceful social
environment, housing and public service facilities and
social welfare programs attracted the people to migrate
this town.

Il effect of Migration in Pathsala:

Migration of people causes a number of problems
for Pathsala town; some of such problems are discussed
here from the different angles.

Effect on existing physical environment:

Migration of people to Pathsala town creates
enormous environmental problems. Due to excessive
pressure on land, the cultivable land of Pathsala and its
surrounding area turned to use for business purposes.
People used to build their residential houses and business
enterprises on the agricultural land withoutany long term
planning, building construction are ahead in every open
space, people even build their buildings in the place of
natural channels and the natural low lands which hinders
the natural flowing of rain water and possess acute flood
situation in the entire area. Due to sky rocketing of price
of land people even sale their agro fofestrv attached with
their basti land, which declines the green vegetation of
the area and creates the micro climatic problems in the

darea.

Effects on social environment:

The newly migrated people are coming from
different areas with different rituals, customs and
different social behavior and attitudes, which affect the
existing societies. These creates some social adjustment
problems with the existing on e, in some cases it creates
major problems in the prevailing society. It.is observed
that in Pathsala a trend towards consuming gutkha,
dendrite, and tobacco based pan masala and other drugs
like consumable increasing among the students residing
in private hostels. Such trends are more among the tribal
students which badly affected the general students and
some of them follow to consume the same and create
vulnerable to their families as well the existing societies.
The dress and fashion also experienced with ultra-modern
design among the tribal students residing at hostels and
other rented houses which badly affected the normal
behavior of the people residing in the town.

Effects on Population pattern/structure:
Migration affects the population structure of Pathsala
area, different people migrate from different areas
gradually changes the origin structure and pattern of
population of the area. New group of population declines
the majority of the existing population.

Effect on economy:

Due to migration more people to live in the town.
These creates excessive demand for food, vegetables,
house building materials, cloths and other house holding
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items to the town. To meet such demands a number of

shops and business enterprises are developed within the

town, large number of people are engaged to earn good
income. Due to greater demands prices of some
commodities like vegetables are more in Pathsala than
other surrounding areas of Barpeta Districts.
Conclusion: W

From the above stated observation itis found that

demand of safe and advantageous life and livelihood of
most of the migrants near by Bajali Area choose Pathsala
as their convenient place to live in. But with this natural
phenomenon the very local people are found to have
some awkward situation in their life from different
perspectives but still they have been coping with the
situation welcoming the migrants. Even though from one
angle, it is still an attraction of the peace loving people
because it is culturally, educationally and economically
fertile place to live in which is the central attraction of
the different migrants who settled here and who are
planning to migrate to come over the greater area of
“Bajali. -
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A case study of Bamuna Village of Barpeta Town (Assam)
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Introduction: Hira is a scheduled caste of Assam
engaged in pot making. They are distributed in Goalpara,
Kamrup and Barpeta District of lower Assam. They make
pottery with hand without using potter's wheel. Only
the female section of the caste is found to be engaged in
manufacturing vessels. However, the male members
participate in other activities, for example by fetching
raw materials in baking vessels, selling the products etc.
(Das1956:36 (Hiras prepare four layers of clay, each of
which is partially dried before the next layer. When this
process is completed, they pile the pots in a heap, with
strew between each pot and set fire to bake the clay.
This clay is known as Hiramati. (Sen 1999: 161)

This study has been carried out in the village
Bamuna, situated around 3 K.m. in northern direction of
the Barpeta town. In the village, there are 76 Hira families

in the village and total population is 397. Of the total
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population 206 (51.88%) are male and the 191 (48.11%)
are female. In the Hira community the literacy rate is
53.40%, out of which male forms 61.65% and female
forms 44.50%.The main occupation of the Hiras of village
is pottery making. "

The paperis based onthe data collected in Bamuna
Village through survey scheduled method, interview
method, case study method and observation method.

Result: The Hira used a special kind of clay for
making different kind of pottery. They make their pots
without the help of wheel. This kind of special clayis not
found in their locality. They have to go Tetelia and
Diparbeel of Guwahati and purchase the clay. Due to their
poor economic condition they are unable to purc'hase
the clay individually from such a distance places.
Therefore, they collectively hire a truck and collect clay
from Tetelia and Diparbeel. Some of them have to buy it
from a party who bring it from Tetelia and Diparbeel.
For bringing the clay by the truck, they have to pay Rs.
5000.00 or more. This raw material is generally collected
in the month of September and November. The pottery
making clay is filled up in a pit dug in a corner of the
courtyard of each family and then it is covered with
banana leaves, and used according to their requirement
for a period. ; |

The Hiras make different types of pottery. Among
them male (earthen Plate), gocha (Stand to keep lamp),
dhup dani (The pot for buring incense stick), dhuna dani
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(The pot for burning incense powder). These earthenware

“are mainly used for religious purposes. They also make

some other utensils which are basically used for culinary
purposes.
These are-
(i)  Kalah (Used for keeping and fetching water)
(ii)  Takeli(Used for keeping liquid molasses and making.
a kind of indigenous cakes)
(iii) Hari: This is a very large vessel used for storing.
(iv) Beira: Used for keeping curds. :
They also make chilim (Used for tobacco for
smoking), Tawa (Used for baking roti or rice cake), Jalar
guli (Used in making nets), Charu Khuti deiba (Used for
storing smaller articles) '
Discussion and Conclusion: Though the Hiras make

 pottery throngout the year, still the peak period of

making it is September to December. In these months,
they generally go near and far places in boat or land
vehicles with in radius of 90 to 100 km. the barter system
is still presentin the tribal and immigrant areas of Assam.
Though the rural Hiras make huge number of
earthenware in a year still they are not able to upgrade
their economic condition due to the following reasons:
(i) Earlier the people considered Hira Pottery is
cheaper but present those people use aluminum
and other metallic utensils. Due to illiteracy and
poor economic condition the Hiras could not cope
with the present economic situation.
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(i)  The rate of raw materials and fare of the vehicle is
very high to carry it the raw materials is not
available in local area.

(iii) The method of making pot among them is
traditional and they are not able to adj‘ust' in the
market according to whims of the customers.

(iv) In the rainy season it is very difficult to store the
raw materials in rainy season.

(v) Inthe Hiravillage or the neighboring area there are
no proper markets for selling their products.

(vi) Flood is also obstacle their occupations because
these people were live in al low area.

Out of 191 women of the Bamuna village 61 women

are dependent. (In the dependent, we have included the
girls and old women). The number ofwbrking women in
the village is 93 (48.69%). Among them the pottery
making women in the village is 57 (29.84%) the women
in service is 2 (1.04%), daily labour is 2 (1.04%) and the
weaver is 32 (16.75%). The number of women who are
hot engaged in the said occupation is 37 (19.377%)
TABLE-| _
No. of working women of the Bamuna village
Occupation No. of working women | Percentage
Pot making 57 29.84%

Service 2 1.04%
Weaver 32 16.75%
Daily labour 2 1.01%
Total 93 48.69

Though the most of the women mainly engaged in
pottery making occupation, yet their economic condition
is not healthy. This is due to many reasons. Among

"~ them:-

Firstly, the system of the production which is based
on age old in nature should be modernized. The
government and the NGO's should have played a major
role in this purpose. :

Secondly, the transportation should be improved.
Thirdly, exhibition on these types of materials should be
organized to sell their products.

The Hira house hold lead a hand to mouth life, it is

principally due to:

(i) Due to illiteracy they could not acquire new
methods and techniques and have to depend on
age old tradition of pot making.

(ii) The number of male is higher than that of the
females. The males are traditionally tabooed to
make pots. Only the females prepare it and the
males do the collection and preserving of soil and
selling the products.

(iii) The Hira women have to do many mundane duties
and pot making is only a free time job.

(iv) In the rainy season they cannot prepare it. Flood
also affects their economic condition. Due to
shortage of time, they prepare only a less amount
of pots. This also affects their economic condition.
To raise the economic condition of the Hiras, the
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Government, the NGO's and the other agencies can do
much, by which an age-old skill particularly the pristine
of women could be preserves.
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Environmental Ethics is the discipline in philosophy,
concerning with the moral relationship of human beings
to and also the value and status of the environment and
its non-human contents. It deals with human beings
ethical relationship with the natural environment. ltis a
part of environmental philosophy that throws into air
the traditional boundaries of ethics from solely including
humans and enlarges the concepf of including the non-
human world. It has exerted tremendous influence on a
large number of discipline such-as environmental law,
environmental sociology, environmental design,
environmental studies, environmental geography,
anthropocentricism, Bio-centricism, eco-ceri‘ti’icism,
ecological economics, deep ecology and so on.

The seeds of environmental ethics were sown by
Garret Hardin in his essay 'Exploring New Ethics for
Survivall and by Aldo Leopold in his 1948 essay The Land
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Ethic' which highlights that the roots of ecological crisis
were philosophical. But as a full fledged academic field,
environmental ethics grew up in the 1970s with the
publication of Rachel Carson's 'Silent Spring' (1962), Lynn
White's The Historical Roots of Our Ecologic Crisis' (1967)

and Paul Ehrlich's The Population Bomb1 (1968). The field
of environmental ethics was taken to a high degree of .

perfection with the publication of international journals
like 'Environmental Ethics' (1979), The Trumpeter:
Journal of Ecosophy1 (1983} and 'Environmental Values'
(1992). All these essays and journals embody that
environmental ethics showcases human beings1 moral
obligations to consider the philosophical aspects of
environmental concerns such as population explosion,
pollution, catastrophic depletion of natural resources,
deforestation, environmental degradation, climate
change, global warming etc. ;
Environmental ethics thus addresses the
fundamental questions like 'Are we to leave our
successors a scorched planet of advancing deserts,

impoverished landscapes and an ailing environment?'

‘Are we making this planet ailing with our selfish
activities?* Scholars and philosophers differ in their
approach in answering all these questions and this gives
birth to different environmental ethics such as
Environmental Health ethics, climate ethics, Bio-ethics,
conservation ethics, environmental virtue ethics and so
on which will make us realize the effects of our atrocious
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activities over environment and will act as panacea to
modify or etiquette towards all biotic and abiotic factors
to protect environment and to secure the future
generation.

Environmental Ethics help us to shift our outlook
from the mechanistic view to a holistic and ecological
view of the environment. This revolutionary outlook

- forces us to realize that the earth's vital signs reveal a

patient with declining health and that we have ethical
obligations to be skilled organizers of the planet and
responsible protectors of our environment. We must
understand the concept of Sustainable Development,
popularized in 1987 which means 'Development that
meets the needs of the present without compromising '
the ability of future generations to meet their needs, i.e.
without stripping the natural world of resources future
generations would need. It will help us to overcome the
unsustainable level which has resulted due to human
beings' overreach of fisheries, forests, grasslands and
croplands- the four principal biological system of the
earth. This has happened for the rapid growth of world
pdpulation. Therefore, we must cultivate the moral
responsibility to control population explosion for the
protection of environment.

Environmental Ethics thus; provides us a
transcending concern which assures the survival not just
of the people but of the planet as well. it teaches us to
take holistic view of the very basis of our existence. This
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holistic view in turn paves the way for ecological view to
see the world as an integrated whole - of both the human
and non-human entity rather than a pathetic picture of
parts. As environment may be defined as composite
external conditions- both abiotic and biotic, animate and
inanimate, the influences of organisms and their
perpetuation, environmental ethics can be appliedasa
panacea to cure environmental degradation- both
natural and man-made.
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~ Introduction:

Jhum cultivaton or shifting cultivation is a method
of cultivation which is practised in Hilly and Woodland
areas by the tribal people. This system of cultivation is
also known as "Slash-and-Burn" method of cultivation.
Itis an agricultural method that involves the cuttihg and
burning of plants in forests or woodlands to create fields.

This type of cultivation might have originated in
the Neolithic period (13000B.C. to 3000 B.C.). Since
Neolithic times, slash-and-burn technigues have been
widely used for converting forests into crop fields and
pasture. Probably Jhum cultivation is the first stage for
the use of soil to produce crops. The hill inhabitants of
Black Africa and America practised this system for a long
pe-ri‘odvoftime as a routine system of cultivation. In South
Asia, particularly in India shifting cultivation is still
conducted. In the hilly areas of Assam, Arunachal
Pradesh, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland, Sikkim, Orissa,
Andhra Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh and Karnataka, the
Jhum cultivation is mainly conducted. In Assam, Jhum
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cultivation is practised in the hill districts namely Karbi
Anglong and Dima-Hasao.

In different regions, shifting cultivation is known
by different names such as slash-and-burn agriculture,
migratory primitive agriculture, nomadic agriculture,

forest field rotation, Tand rotation agriculture and in

North-East India it is known as 'lhum' cultivation or'
Jhumming'.
How to Conduct:

There are certain distinct processes for conducting
Jhum cultivation. They are as follow-

Firstly, a plot is to be selected.

Secondly, the plot has to be cleared by cutting or
slashing the trees, bushes etc. Then these jungles are
burnt generally in the month of December-January.

Thirdly, simple instruments like digging sticks,
dibblers etc. are used for making holes and for sowing
seeds of several crops. This process is mostly done by
female workers.

Fourthly, after sufficient shower, seeds of several
crops are applied into the holes for getting multiple crops
from the same field.

Lastly, harvesting of crops start from the third
month of sowing the seeds and it continues till December
next. With this cycle of activities of Jhum cultivation is
completed.

The productivity and fertility remains intact for
one or two years and gradually it declines and then the
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farmers are compelled to shift into a new area leaving
the previous plot as fallow land for gaining fertility. The
period of Jhum cycle differs from region to regioh. It varies
in between three to nine years. For examplein Meghalaya
and Nagaland, the Jhum cycle period is nine years and in
Mizoram the cycle period is three years. Similarly in
Assam and Orissa the Jhum cycle period is seven years.

The crops generally cultivated by the 'Jhumias'
include Maize, Beans, Sweet Potatos, Ginger, Tobacco,
Chillies, Finger millet, Yam, Leafy vegetables and the like.

Itis note worthing that the Jhum cultivation needs
a large amount of land but it-can support only a small
number of population. As per a recent estimate, it is
found that the total area under Jhum cultivation in a year
in the North-Eastern states is nearly 4.16 lakh Hectares
in comparison to that of 9.89 lakh Hectares in whole
India. On the other hand, about 4.25 lakh tribal femilies
of the entire N.E. Region are found to be engaged in
shifting cultivation.
Advantages of Jhum Cultivation: _

The following are the important advantages of
Jhum cultivation-

- 1. Itprovides a very easy method for the preparation

of soil for cultivation. It needs very very simple
instruments. ;

2. In this cultivation there is no danger from either
flood or draught. The mountain streams provide
regular water supply for cultivation at moderate
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rate. Therefore, there is no necessity of making

irrigation.

3. The productivity under Jhum cultivation is
generally satisfactory.

Disadvantages of Jhum Cultivation:

The Jhum cultivation is having serious limitation
from the ecological point of view. The following are the
most important evil impact of Jhum cultivation-

1. ltleadstodestruction of forestinthe hill area which
causes heavy soil erosion during rainfall. Therefore,
there is the problem of flood in the plain area.
According to Dr.Elwin- it is more dangerous to the
gradual loss of fertility due to Jhum cultivation than
the problem of soil erosion.

2. Jhum cultivation causes a high national waste as it
converts a green land into fallow land.

3. ltupsetsthe ecological balance of nature. The bio-
diversity and eco-system is badly hampered by
Jhum cultivation.

4.  Another serious matter of concern is that this type
of cultivation causes destruction to the productive
and protective values of forest. :

5. Thereis no private ownership of land under Jhum
cultivation. Therefore, the farmers donot undertake
any measure fdr soil conservation and soil
improvement.

Conclusion: ;
Considering the threat to the environment by the
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Jhum cultivation, this practice must be controlled for
better future of nature. Many advanced countries of the

- world have been able to control Jhum cultivation. For .

example, in Italy, Jhum cultivation is a thing of past. In
Norway and Jordan this type of cultivation which is
known as 'Slash-and-Burn' cultivation there, has been
completely controlled. Like wise, other European
countries had taken serious steps for controlling Jhum
cultivation and became successful in their effort. In India,
the government has been trying to control the Jhum
cultivation since independence. In different Five years
plans, various schemes have been under taken for the
settlement of the 'Jhumias'. The North-East Council and
presently the DONER Ministry is also framing various
measures for controlling Jhum cultivation.

Despite the measures taken by the government and
other agencies, Jhum cultivation is still a burning problem
of hill area of the country. The government, different
agencies, citizens and all concern should sincerely come
forward to control the Jhum cultivation considering the
seriousness of the matter.
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'IMMIGRATION TO ASSAM:
PROCESS, DEMOGRAPHIC,
RESPONSE AND REACTION

Rupanjit Das
G.L.Choudhury College
Barpeta Road

Immigration means to move to a new country from
their country of origin while migration denotes the act
of moving from one place to another within a country.
After the treaty of Yandaboo in 1826, under the
patronization of the British Indian Government, a large
scale migration took place in Assam from East Bengal
and other parts of the country out of which 85% were
Muslims. The immigrant population in Assam during the
pre-independence and colonial days may be composed
of some distinct elements like Tea Garden labourers,
Muslim Farmers, Educated Bengali Hindu for
administrative jobs, Bengali traders, Nepali Graziers,
Gorkha soldiers, Marwari, Bihari traders and workmen.

But the large scale immigration of peasants from
Mymenshing into the Brahmaputra Valley soon

- culminated and complicated the whole question of

immigration in Assam. Unabated influx continued (il the
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British left Assam and the nation was partitioned._;
Following two decade after independence there was large
- scale influx from East Pakistan into Assam. But the

p_robiem of immigration was never solved. The

Immigration Problem in Assam is now the most burning
political and social isé’d‘e-- of Assam. Several Movement,
Accord, Treaty were made but it seem to be a never
ending issue. The present study has been designed to
know about the process of Migration, Demographic
Changes and Response and Reaction toit.

Process of Migration: The origin of immigration
from undivided Bengal can be traced with the discoveries
of wild tea bushes by Robert Bruce in 1823. Agents were
appointed by the British government to recruit the
labourers and settle them into thick forest areas to
cultivate, as local labourers were reluctant to work. They
were recruited from Chhota Nagpur, Orissa, Andhra
Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh and various other provinces
where. In the absence of a strong local labour force, the
most important impact that the society had to face was
that of mass-migration of labour to Assam. This massive
immigration made Assam demographically the fastest
growing province of colonial India.

In 1874, Assam was constituted into a chief
commissioners' province and it continued till the colonial
rulein 1947. The administrative reorganization of Assam
into a Chief Commissionership in 1874, added about
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twenty four lakhs of people to the existing total of about

fifteen lakhs. Of this the Muslims numbered 11,04,601

or 28.8%. Butin the Brahmaputra Valley there were only,

1,76,109 Muslims out of a total population of 19,15,988

and they constituted 9.2% of the total. Sir Charles Elliot,

~ Chief Commissioner, Assam (1881-85) for the first time

gave thoughts to the settlement of these vast tracts by
agriculturalists from Bengal and Bihar. As a result there
was immigration of peasants from the Bengal district of
Mymensingh, Pabna, Bogra and Rangpur. It was the
colonial scheme of jute cultivation which welcomed the
land hungry peasants of East Bengal into Assam.

‘Population explosion, famine and oppression of Bengal

Zamindars also attracted the Bengal peasants to migrate
towards Assam.

| The population of immigrants in 1881 wa’s around
49,059. In later two decade there were large scale
immigration and population increased by 15.6%. The
number of immigrants rose from 49,059 to 1,18,233
forming 19.7% of the actual population of Goalpara. The
census report of 1911 was the first document on the
extra-ordinary influx of farmers to the chars of Goalpara
from the'BengaI districts of Mymenshigh, Pabna, Bogra
and Rangpur. Soon, almost all the available lands of
Goalpara found suitable by the immigrants were covared
It was during the next decade that these Muslims
immigrants spread to other districts of lower Assam and
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the colonists formed an important element of the
population in all district. :

The British government to keep its rule intact in
India, from the very inception adopted 'Divide and Rule
Policy' and sowed the seeds of communalism specially
stimulating the Hindus“'éga?inst the Muslims and the
Muslims against the Hindus. Newly annexed Assam with
the British-Indian government also could not escape from
this Hindu-Muslim policy of the British. Immediately
after taking over the power of Assam the British Indian
government created a war like situation in the state by
executing a Human Plantation Programme. Poor
peasants of eastern Bengal, most of who were Muslims,
were encouraged to migrate to Assam and settle down
there. This Human Plantation Programme divided the
entire Assamese community in two camps-'Hindu Camp'
and 'Muslim Camp'. This policy of shifting Bengal
population to Assam aimed at profits for colonial
Government. It minimized the problem of over
population of Bengal, numerous strength of the united
power of the Bengal population against the British
Government weakened; increased population of Assam,
maximized the collection of revenues of the British Indian
Government, etc.

Demographic Changes: The census report of 1911
mentions for the first time the movement of immigrants
from East Bengal to the waste land of Assam. In one of
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the official records it is reported that "those immigrants
came atfirst as single adventurers. But by the next decade
they began to settle by families and not singly". Gradually
as the days goes on the number of immigrants from East
Bengal increased in the districts of Brahmaputra Valley
and the Muslim populétion gradually increased as most
of the immigrants were Muslim by religion. It altered
the socio-religious structure of Assam in general and that
of Brahmaputra Valley in particular.

The census report of 1921 states that "almost
every train and steamer brings parties of these settlers
and it seems likely that their march will extend further
up the valley and away from the river before long". Next
to Goalpara, Nowgong became the favourite district of
theinvaders who by 1921 were much more in Nowgong
than any other district of Assam except Goalpara. The
decadal growth of Muslim population in Nowgong
district in 1921 it was 16.72% and rose to 29.93% in
1931.The number increased rapidly from 4000 in 1911
t0 58,000 in 1921. The number of Muslim population in
Brahmaputra Valleyin 1911 became 365540, which rose
to 594981 in 1921 and from it to 953299 in 1931.

This large scale migration led to a shift in the

demographic balance in favour of the Muslims with
abnormal rise in their proportion from 16.69% in1911
to 19.41% in 1921 and 23.41% in 1931, In Barpeta
Subdivision alone, the proportion of Muslims abnorially
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increased from 0.1% in 1911 to 49%in 1941. The number
of migrants in Kamrup district rose from 44,000 in 1921
to 1,34,000 in 1931, the highest recorded district in the
Brahmaputra Valley. The Muslim population in the
district rose from 14.63‘% in 1921 to 24.61% in 1931. In
one decade.(1921—193‘i); ina particular Mouza of Barpeta
Subdivision the population increased by 150%, while the
pub(East) and Pachim(West) Chamaria Mouzas of
Guwahati subdivision registered an increase by 142% and

168% respectively. According to an official report five -

Mouzas of Nowgaon, viz, Laukhowa, Dhing, Bokoni,
Lahorighat and Juria recorded an increase varying from
100% to 290%. Indeed for the first time, the term
'invasion' in the context of large scale influx of farmers
from East Bengal was first used by Mr S.C.Mullan, I.C.S.,
Census Superintendent of Assam in his Census Report
of 1931. '

According to Amalendu Guha, the proportion of
Assamese speaker was adversely affected between 1911
and 1931 by the influx of East Bengal immigrants. Initially

the peasants came in slow number but lateroninalarger

proportion. In 1921 it was 310000 which raised to
918000 immigrants in 1931 a rise of almost 300% in the
decade. The following table shows the flow of
immigration of people in three decades from East Bengal
to various districts of Assam. :
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Immigration to Assam from East Bengal

Year |Goalpara | Kamrup  Darrang |Nowgong | Sibsagar |Lakhimpur
1901-11| 77000 | 4000 7000 4000 | 14000 | 14000
1911-21 | 159000 | 44000 20000 | 59000 | 14000 | 14000
1921-31 | 170000 | 134000 41000 | 120000 | 12000 | 19000

Total | 398000 | 182000 68000 | 183000 | 40000 | 47000
This large scale immigration continued till the last

decade of 20th century and it definitely made an impact
not only on the demographic pattern of Assam but also
socially, politically, economically and culturally. If we take
the census between 1901 to 1991 the population of India
recorded almost 254% rise while that of Assam was
almost 579.7%. The following table will show that almost
every decade since 1991 Assam was always at an
abnormal rise of population. This speaks volume about
the inflow of illegal immigration into Assam.

The rate of population growth in India and Assam
between 1901 and 2011

Year India’s pop Growth% Assam’spop | G rowlh%
{in lakh) {in lakh)
1901 2384 33
1911 2521 5.75 38 17
1921 _ 2513 0.31 46 20,4
1931 2789 11 56 2
1941 3186 14.22 67 oA
1951 3611 13.3 80 (R0
1961 4392 21.5 108 5
1971 5480 24.6 146 i
1981 6833 24.75 NO Cenim
1991 8463 23.9 224 8142
2001 10270 21.5 200 19
2011 12102 17.6 112 17,0
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Response and Reaction: Sanjay Hazarika in his
book 'Strangers of the Mist' writes that, "the Assamese
caste Hindu power block felt most threatened by the
migrations, fearing a loss of political power and economic
and cultural dominance by the immigrants Muslim."
Curzon's partition of Be"h‘ga'll'iin 1905 led the people of
Assam to observe for the first time that Assam would
be a Muslim dominated province. The Census of 1911

for the first time pointed out the dangers of immigration. .

It was just after this that in 1913 that the problem of
immigrants began to get noticed by the people of Assam.
It was at this juncture that the Government of India
published an order to encourage the immigrants by
making settlements to the immigrants on annual patta
basis. The people of Brahmaputra valley strongly
protested against the rules. The Assam Association also
adopted a resolution against the policy and suggested
the Government to take measure to stop immigration.
In a meeting under Tarunram Phukan, it protested
against immigration and land policy of Government.
Manik Chandra Barooah, a member of Assam
Legislative Council was undoubtedly the doyen of
politicians of the Brahmaputra Valley of his time. He took
a leading part in exposing the planters’ grip over the local
boards and in demanding their partial democratization.
Debendra Kumar Mukharjee, Asstt. Director of Land
Record, said that "unless some means be devised by the
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Government to safeguard the interest of the indigenous
people they will be compelled sooner or later to leave
the place and migfate elsewhere."

The British tactfully and politically tried to solve
the problem and as a result introduced the infamous 'Line
System'. The Line System could not become entirely
successful due to several grounds as the Muslim
migrants' wanted its immediate abolition and the local
Hindus wanted its application. However, with the
formulation and execution of 'Line System’, it created a-
tense, dubious and almost unsolvable problem in the
state. It took political turn adding fuel to the growth of
communal feelings between the local Assamese and
newly settled people. In 1924, Rohini Kanta Hatibaruah,
an Assamese member of the Swaraj party made the first
attempt at legislative interference to the problem of
immigration. He proposed to move a resolution
recommending restriction to migration. Kuladhar
Chaliha, Kamakhya Ram Baruah and Nilmoni Phukan,
three leading personalities of Assam also supported Hati
Baruah. '

The Muslims were naturally against the proposals
raised by Hati Baruah and his followers, as they, came (o
Assam for settlement on the encouragement and
facilities provided by the Government. Eurapeat
Members of the Legislative Council termed the resoliutiog
of the local Assamese people as 'a cry of the class
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preference'. The Europeans considered such steps to be
economically bad that may obstruct the free flow of
capital and enterprise.

Following partltlon and communal riots in the
subcontinent, Assam |n|t|ally saw aninflux of refugee and
other migrants from East Pakistan. The number of such

‘migrants other than refugees was initially reported by

the State Government to be between 1,50,000 and
2,00,000 but later estimated to be around 5,00,000. Due
to communal violence huge influx of Bengali Hindus came
to India as refugee from East Bengal and it created
another problem for Assam. The Hindus who migrated
towards Assam following communal violence in East
Pakistan were considered as refugee and not immigrants.
The Assam Government informed the Central
Government of its incapable to settle the refugee in
Assam and recomme'nded that they should be disbursed
and settled on other Indian states also. Assam was forced
to accept the refugee and settle them.

Indian Government and the Government of

- Pakistan felt the need to immediately find out a solution

of these communal riots. Accordingly, on 8th April 1950,
anagreement was signed between Jawaharlal Nehru and
Liaguat Ali, the two premiers of the nations. This historic
agreement is known as 'Nehru-Liaquat Agreement', The
agreementresolved that, the people who left their own
country in the wake of the communal violence may
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return to their own homes along with bag and baggage
on or before 31st December 1950. During the Census of
1951, a National Register of Citizens (NRC) was prepared
under the directive of Ministry of Home Affairs by

copying out in registers the census documents contamlng

information on relevant particulars of each and every
person enumerated.

The census of 1951 was important for Assam from
the linguistic point of view. For the first time, Assamese
language-emerged as the acclaimed language of more
than fifty percent of the population of Assam. It was
possible because of the East Bengal origin Muslims opting
Assamese as its main language and also for split ofSthet
District. For the Assamese nationality it was a historic
gain. Later the linguistic nationalism grew in Assam and
graduallylanguage movement gained its momentum in
the year 1960, demanding Assamese as a State Language
in Assam. For the first time the middle class Assamese
people altered its demand of expulsion of Pakistani to
that of the importance of language. But later the
linguistic. movement was shifted to foreigners'
deportation movement or the Assam Movement, a mass
movement, led by AASU and AAGSP, and which
continued till 1985 with the signing of the Assam Accord.
The tripartite meeting of the Government of India,
Government of Assam and All Assam Student Union
accepted March 24, 1971 as the cut off date forq!i'dentifying
immigrants.
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Concluding Observation: It is evident from the
above discussion that large scale influx led to drastic
change in demography of Assam. The rapid growth of
immigrant population caused a great sensation and
aggravated a social tension. If we go through the 2011
minority r‘epoﬂrt, then itis shown that Muslim population
in India has grown by 24 % between 2001 to 2011 in
India whereas in Assam it has grown by 34.2% and
followed by West Bengal with 27%, both bordering
Ban'gladesh and above the national average. The decadal
growth rate in Assam is 3.3% and that of West Bengal is
1.8%. Whereas the national average decadal growth rate
is 0.8%. We can't deny the fact that immigration from
bordering Bangladesh is still at large scale in Assam.
Between 2006 to July 2012 a total of 12913 person were
declared as foreigners by the different tribunals of Assam
out of which only 221 were pushed back or deported.

,__Uhtil and unless the flood gate of the long border

-areas of Bangladesh are not protected scientifically then

inflow. @f immigration would not be minimized.

"_ry’uon of proper NRC, stringent laws to deal with
egal immigration may cut down inflow of illegal
immigrants otherwise it will be a never ending burning
problem. Overall it is observed that there was identity
of crisis from both ends. While the indigenous were in
position to lose their identity whereas the immigrants
who came prior to 1971 and are now assimilated into a
community are also facing a major identity crisis.
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